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Editor's Note 

This handbook is a work in progress. It is the intention of the Board 

of Directors of the Frontier Players Association that this handbook be 

continually added to and improved in order to benefit the production of 

Frontier Spirit, 1799. Updates and revisions will be made available 

periodically and each handbook recipient will be asked to place these 

revisions in his or her handbook. 

Additionally, it is the intention of the Board that each family shall 

have a copy of the handbook, in order to supply a common source of 

information to provide continuity in its annual production.

In the Fall of 2018, the entire document was rescanned and 

digitized. To make the document more legible, some sections were 

scanned from the actual magazine articles from which they were 

originally drawn. Other pages were cleaned up to eliminate unwanted 

smudges and marks.
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APP RO BATOUY 
REM

A
RK

S. 

Tb
e fongoin

g Leot.
uro

 wu
 puhliHhed

 in the IAnoa,.
te

r papen
 IIOO

n 

aR.
r ita

 delin
ry

. 
J.t.11u

 P
•ao1v..,

, E
aq., the t.b

en odito
r of tla

e Lan


oute
r 0-

et.e
 an

d &
pro.

, lntrod
uoo

d it to
 hia read

ers
 in the follow

ing 

•ppro
ba

tory
 an

d tna
tbt'u

l rem
ar

ks : 

"
O

ur pa
pe

r of thia
 w

ook, u
 will bo

 eee
n, oo

ntai
m

, nothing lik
e iLR

uaua
l vari

ety, but ii
 m

OBt
ly tllled

 w
ith a Lec

ture
 ot our follow

-t.c>
wn

1m
an

,

Ge
n. G

IIO. 8.t.ND■IUIO
N, on the ea

rly 111
ttlom

ont of thiB to
wn and itto vi

cin
ity

. 
Thi.II

, it ii
 pree

um
ed

, no ope w
ill regre

t, fo
r there

 oan be
 no 

aubjeot
 m

on
 in&e

reatin
g to

 th
e prOA

ont inhabitan
t.

 of thia oo
uoty, than

 a

faithfu
l hiatory

 of th
e inoidenta

 and oventa
 oo

nneo&ed
 with

 th
e fint

 ae
t,. 

tl-
ent of

 th
e Am

erioa
n w

ilda
, an

d m
ore part

icular
ly w

ith tboee
 th

at oo

ouned
 on I.b

e BpO
t w

here we now dwell in pe
aoe

 an
d undilltnrbed

 tran


quility
, aurronnd

ed
 by al

l t.b
o oo

m
fo

�
 am

) plenty found in
 tho .-d

or

aettl
ed

 po
rti

ons of tJa
e eut

. 
In the rec

ital of the faote
 hero

 reoo
rd

ed
,

tlae
 prMe

Dt an
d 111

ooeed
iog gonorationa are m

ad
e acq

uainted
 w

ith the 

pe
rila an

d hardahi
pa

 whioh the fi.l'llt.
 110

ttters
 ondurod

 for their llllk
ee

 ; fo
r 

it i■ not ofte
n th

at th
e fathor of R f11m

ily undenak
M

 the dan
go

no
 an

d

auft'erin
p

 of
 a fro

ntier lifo for hi" own l,onoftt, but for the ""
ke of hi,, 

childre
n an

d �
d-

ndan
ta

. 
"Th

e aoto
n

 in th
e -

R
OIi

 eo
 •oil doao

ribod
 in th

e hiAto
ry

 under oo
n

aideration
, ban

 m
Ollt

ly p-.1
 away; 1111

<1 had not the MAN, to
 w

hom
 .,,. 

u-e
 indebted

 for thia Le
oture, u1ulcrtalrnn t.he toal

c of om
boJ

yiog, an
d 



6 

gi
-ri

ng to
 the

 pu
blio IIO

 man
y in

&e
reni

ng r.ot.
, man

y of
 th

em
 wou

ld ba
·ye 

bee
n 

loe
t forn

er ; for he ia
 now

 alm
olt

 th
e onl

y Ii-ri
ng wi

tn
e11

 of
 the 

-.
ea

 an
d tim

ea
 IJ)Ok

on of
-

we
 wil

l yenture
 to

 •
Y• th

e only
 one w

ho 

ia
 oo

m
pe

te
n& to

 t.h
e &u

lt of oo
lleotl

ng an
d unnging

 th
-

for pu
bllo uae

. 

A
• the m

um
en

 tlw
 pre

n
il, an

d t.b
e o'llllloma

 obee
"

ed
 are

 near
l y t.be

 

-
e in al

l new
 aettl

em
ent.l

, we
 oan

 •
Y tro

m
 m

uoh experi
enee

 an
d per-

-
1 obeerTatio

n, that.
 I.h

e Leoture
r bu

 oo
n4D

ed
 hill

 d_,j
pti

ou
 to

 aim-

ple fllOta
-

noth
ing hu

 bee
n ad

ded
 by Wt.

Y of em
be

llil
hm

en&. 
In all

new
 eettl

-
ent.l

 the inhabitan
t.I

 are
 re

m
ar

kably kind an
d neighbo

rly,

tho
ugh they m

ay ha
ve pre

vio1111
ly bee

u entire
 atran

ge
n

 to
 HO

h oth
er.

K
no-.i

ng their
 m

11\u&
I depe

ndenoe
 th

ey live almoet
 lik

e one fam
ily, Moh

re
nderi

ng to
 bia

 neighbo
r al

l th
o kind ollioea

 in bill
 po

w
er. 

A.
rt

iolea
 of

food
, in puti

oular
, are divided

 w
ith a ge

nel"OWI
 hand, an

d th
e o11'118

r

never reee
rv

ee
 an

y po
rt

ion to
 him

1!8
lf w

hile a. neighbo
r ia

 d811ti
tul.e

. 
A

R

i& �
 kin

da-
to

 _,
h oth

er an
d m

utu
al

 depea
denoe

, th
e den

iseu

of
 the w

oodl
 eee

m
 to

 hu
e eeoa.

ped
 the ounie

 of
 A

dam
', fal

l."

L
E

 C 'r U
R

E
. 

Th
e r-u

t ge
nemtion

 oa.aa
 fonn

 ■o jut
 oo

uoe
pt

iona of t.be
 w

ild ulll
 

wil
dem

-
appeann

oe
 of the

 ooon
try

 in w
hioh w

e now
 dw

ell, pn
viowi

 
to

 lt.1
 Nttl

em
ent by

 w
hi

te
 peo

ple ; it w
aa

, in •hort
, a co

un&ry
, 

"WIien
 ■oth

l•
 dw

ell bu
t be

u
to

 of p,
ey, 

A■cl -
-

wild
 ou,d

 llere
e Uau

 lbt17." 

Th
e lan

d!, wuered
 by

 th
e ao

uroeit
 of t.bo H

oc
khoc

king ri
ver, and

 now
 

oo
m

pr
ehended

 wi
t.bin th

e in-
ot lim

i"'
 or tho ro

unty of F
ai

rfi
eld, w

ere
. 

w
hen 11.nt

 diaooT
ered

 by eom
e of the ear

ly ee
U

ler11
 at !'tlui

etta, o,.,;
ed

 
an

d oc,c,a
pied

 by
 I.h

e W
yandotte

 tri
be

 of I ndi111111
, and w

ere highly prue,t
 

by
 tbe

 ooc
upan

ta
 u

 a Tal
uable bun

ti
ng gro

un
d, be

ing w
ell filled

 by
 al

m
ost.

 all
 kin

.di
 of

 gua
e, an

d an
im

als
 of fur. 

T
he prineipa

l to
WD

 of
 the 

aa
ti

on 1ltood
 al

ong the
 m

argi
n of

 tb. o prairi
e be

lwoo
n the eo

uth end of 
B

road
 IIQ'e8t

 an
d Tbomu

 E
wi

ng', can
al hM

in of tho preN
nl town

 of 
1-

oaeter
, an

d ex&ad
lng ba

elt to
 lhe baM

 of the hi1111U
utb of the M

etlio
din

 E
pi.,

pal
 oh

nreb
. 

It iii
 aid

 tha
t the to

wn
 co

nta
ined

 in
 1790

 abo
u t 

oa
e hUD

dred
 wi

r-
, an

d a po
pulat

io
n of 8ve hundred -

la. 
It wu

 
.ued

 T
......,

 or
. ill

 Ba
gliab, the 0..-.,

ou,,a
, an

d derived iu
 nam

e from
 

tbd
 of

 the prinoi
pal

 obieC of t.be
 tri

be
. 

T
he obief"• w

igwam
 in T

ar
he, 

lltood
 apoa

 th
e bank

 of tho prai
rie , nea

r w
horo

 the fim
rth

 loo
k ill

 huill 
oa

 the B
ook

ing canal
, an

d near
 w

horo a 1-
utif'lll apriug or w

ate
r &ow

ed
 In

to
 tb

e H
ookhoolun

g ri
ver. 

T
he w

igw
u

na w
ero built or the

 ba
rk 

of t.n.
, ee

t on po
l•

 in
 &be form

 of a 11tt
gv

 oun
p, w

ilh one aq
ua.re ope

n. 
fro

nting a flre
, an

d abo
ut the belghth of a m

an. 
T

ho W
yan

dotte
 tril"• 

num
bered

 at.
 that.

 da7 abo
ut flve hundred

 w
arri

on
, and w

ere
 • feroo

iou" 
an

d a
nge

 peo
ple. 

Th
e1 m

ade freq
uont aUaokR oa tho w

hite
 lllltt

le>
-

"'
 al

on
g the O

hio
 ri

ver
 -

killing, -
lping an

d ca
pturing tho ■et&len,

 
withou

t regard
 to

 age
, N

J:, or co
ndition. 

W
ar

 put
i,•8, on variou

 oc-,
 

MN
ODB

, ate&ok
ed.

 lat.
 bo

a&e
 deeee

nding the ri
ver, eon!A

ining em
igra

nte 
from

 the
 mi

d&.
 S

W.
, -

king oe
w

 bom
ea in K

entucky , by w
hich

, in 

-



8 
man

y ln.c-
. whole funi

li00t \-
.ne viotima

 to die -1
pi.D

g uut.
 ad

 
'41maba

wk. 
lJJ I.he treat

y of Gr ..
 nvillo, in 179�, the W

yaocloUe9
 ce

ded
 all the

ir J)OIMai
ona on the

 Hoak
boc

king ri•er to the O.aenl
 Qoy

. 
-

men
t, an

d ainoe tbu tlmo have kept up a fn
endlJ interoou.ne

 wi
th

I.be white peo
ple. 

Tb
e Oran

e chief. aoo
n afte

r the
 tna

ty, with 111an
y of

 
&.ho tri

be
, n11111

0.-od
 and Nttled

 aL Uppe
r San

dalk
y-

o&llen
 �

 
be

hm
d for four or lln

 yoan
 afte

r the eett
loment ol

 tlie cou
oty, • lf �

able, or
 unwilling Lo tear

 thu1n11e
lv011 awa

y fl'OID
 the gnt,

Toa of the
ir fore

fat.bere
, and t.bei.r fn

oriee hunting groa
o.dll. 

Tb
ey were, bown

or, ao 
peaoeal>

ly di.pol,ed
 LowanLi

 the 11eulen
 that

 no on
e felt wi

lling to d
me 

�em
 away. 

In proceM
 of time the gam

e and fur
 beoom

e -,oe
 an

d 
the lin

ge
ring Indian. unwi

lling Lo labo
r t'or • liYi.og, wu (oroed

 by
 at.em

 
•�

ty LO quit the country
 m

d lako up hi# abode
 wi

th tboae
 of hia

tril,o I.ha
t bad

 preoed
ed

 bun
 at Uppe

r San
dllll

ky. 
Th

o Cran
e oh

iof had
a .,._.

 wire in hi• old ,ag,,
. 

She .,..
 Indian in eYery Mn.te

 of I.be
 word

,
eiroe

pe. ber fair
 akin, an

d red
 hair. 

Her bri
of biatory

, u fv
 u I ha

.,. 
hNl

n able to learn
, wu thia: 

TA■na in oo
e olhla preda

tory
 u:c,u

ni
ou

 
agaiu

 t.be ev
lJ eettlen. on

 Lbe ou
t aide of the Ohio

 river, oeu
 W

boe
l• 

ing, had
 tak

en bar pri,,o
nor, 1ml brought her to bla town

 on the Uock• 
hook

ing river-
6he """ then abo

ut eight ytoan
 of -«9

, an
d nen

r ha
v

ing been
 reo

lai
mod by ber relatives or £ri

endft, remained
 wi

th the u
tion, 

an
d �

�
 liecn

me the ..-m, of her oapto
r. 

I have bee
n fum

iehod
 by an l'Aleomed fri.ond wi

th the followi
ng t.hrilJ. 

ing narra
tive or• vi.li

t of tw
o g.al

lan, aoo
ul.e to the

 9JIO'
 where t.he Lowa

 
or I...nou

ter
 now llt&ll

da
-

their auooeaafu
l 8gbt wi

th the
 Indiant

 upo
u 

Mount PleU1
ot, then oal

lod
 the Si

a11di.,g Sl
o,w

 -
-

p(,U
N ar a f•

ma
le priaon

er, an
d their nam>

w and pe
riloua ...-pe

 from.
 lhelr

 wa:r,
 

enemy. 
A, ear

l1 u the yea
r 1700

, tho blook-houao 1111
d etoobd

e, abo
ve the 

mouth or lhe Uockhoo!L
ing rin

r, •• a fro
ntier poa

 �r the hardy pio• 
noen of

 tho North-W
....t.e

ro Terri
tory, now that po

rtion
 of our Sla&o

 from
 

tbe Hookhocking to the Boiokl, and fro
m the Ohio ri•er to our northern 

lu:
•. 

Th
on nature woro her umfo.turbed

 liTery of dark
 and thiok for

e111A, intenpe
l'IIOO

 with groe
n an

d llowry
 prairiea

. 
Then the u

e of the 
woodman

 bad
 not bo

on heard
 in tlw,

 wi
ldemeu, nor the plough of the

hu•ban
dman marr

ed the be
autiM of tho prairie■. 

Among the man
y rioh

 
and lu1mriant valley,. that of the Hookhooking wu pr4H!

111inont for na
ture'• richeet girt,,

-
and tho po

rtion of it whereo
n La

oou
t.or 110w atandll 

w■-ma,ked
 M the mo•t lu11uriant an

d piotur-i
ue, an

d beoam
e the�

 
of an

 Indian
 vill•gn

. •I ft pe
riod 

II()
 early, that the "memory of man

 

9 

l'Ull
.-h

 •
 pnlW

 tMnt.o.
" 

On I.he gne
n n

ard
 of

 I.he prairi
e ., .. 

\e
ld �

 11 nut.
 gam

bo
l of

 the
 Indiana

; ao
d bore too

 wu man
y ao

 -
-

bl.age
 of

 the
 wvdon

 ol
 one

 of I.be
 molll.

 po
werful t.n

1-
, tak

inc
 ooua

oll for • " WV
 p.&h

 " upo
n 110m

e ••
 or

 defenoel-
fro

ntMr
 poe

t. 
\Jp

on on
a of

 lbMO
 var

 «i
m

rag oeouio
oa, intellige

noe reac
hed tbe little

�
 abo

n
 the

 mouth of the Hockhooking, that. the IodianM
 were 

ga&berln
g In loroe

 aome where up t.he n
lloy, for the purpoae

 of etrilr.
lng 

a teni
ble ad

 lat.al
 blow on one of the few au

d aoattend
 d�feooea

 of the 
wbiLee

. 
A -.-

1 wu held by the garria,
m, a,ul lll>O

Ut.11 were
 eont up 

Bock
hoak

ing, ill order to uoe
rtaia.

 the •trnngtb of tho foe, llld I.he 
proba

ble po
int of att.aa

k. 
In

 th
e,

 month of Octobe
r, an

d one or the
 

balmiNt
 day• of our Indian llllJIJD

lr, two men oo
uld have bee

n M8
0 

emerging out of the thiok plum
b and lw

lo lmshos u.
irting the

 praira, 
1111.

d ateal
lhily olimbing the eute

ro
 doolivity of that m1111t remarkable 

pro
monotory

 now kno
wn

 u M
ount } >!lllll!W

1t, whlllll
 wlllltem

 -
wit 

givee a 001111111,D
din

g view to the eye of what is doing on the pmri
e. 

Thi
a eminenae

,,..
 gai

ned
 by our two adventuroue an

d ha.rdy IIOO
UUI, an

d 
from

 thia po
int they oaroful

ly obee
rved

 tlw movement, taking plaoe on 
the prairie

. 
Ev

ery
 day brought ut

 aoceHH
ion of warriol'II lo thl>IMI

 rJread
y 

-
mbled, Mi

d every day the eoouts wit11wuw1l frOUI their eyrio, the 
bone-

noin
g, lN

ping, l"IUIJWl
g an

d throwing tho dead
ly tomahawk by 

the warri
ora. 

The old uclwu
 looking on with indifl'

orenoo-
thu sq

uawa, 
for I.be mOllt

 part
, engaged

 m their U&
ual drudgery, an

,I the pappooe
e• 

man
ifeet.io

g all
 the ooiay an

d wayward
 joy of ohildbood

. 
The uri

vr.l o( 
an

y new part
y of

 warri
o111 wu hailed by tho '""

•""'
 v,ar 111Jioop

, which 
&tri

king the mura
l faoe of Mount PlefllllUl

t, Wll8 driven back
 into the 

vui
o111

 ioden
t.ationa of the 8Uff

0unding br<K ,kR, prod
ucing reverbe

ration 
on reverberati

on, an
d eobo on ooho, till it eee

mod 1111 if !Am thouean
d 

hD.
da

 were gathered
 in their orgiea. 

Such yelle might woll st rike 
terror

 io.to the boao
ma

 of �
 un

10011ato
rm"I to them,-

to our IM.lOUl.a 
tbeee

 were
 but mart

ial 111ua
io-

etrai
ns whi<'h wa.kecl their watohfulneae, 

ad
 newly stru

ng t.hoir iron fnm
ee-

frnm thoir oarly yo>uth ha,! they 
1-

n alway■ on
 I.be front.I.er, 111

d therefore w\l.ll prllOl.i
ooJ in all tho ,rub

t.lety, or.ft
 an

d ounnin
g, u well u knowing the r1:rooity an

d blooJ
-tbir

.
ty pe

rae
veran

oe of the uvage
. 

Th
ey woro therefore not likely I.Al be

 
oi;ro

um
n

oeed
 by the cu

nning o.t their fo<>li ; and witLout a degv,,.
r a

to
 

atru
gg

le, would not rai
l viotl

ma to the 110alring knire. 
On ..,vcral oo

aui
ona, imal

l parti
• of lt'Uri

ora let\ tl,o pn
irie, and uoe

n,leJ the
Mount• ou wbioh ooou

ioo.a our eoo
ut,i ,rout.I hi,le in the llauro• o( the

roo
b, ;r lyin

g by tho aide of r,omo long pr.,..tnto tree
, covor lhcmoelwee 
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wi
th the -

and yellow leaf, and .ga
in Jen

o their hiding placoc
 whlla 

th11i.r uoin•i.t
ed viiliton,

 bad
 d111A

ppea
red

. 
For food

 they depe
nded on 

je
rie41

 ,enilo
n, an

d oo
l.d oo

m-
bread, with which their knapuc

b
 bad

 
be

en w
ell etor

od. 
Vire they dllJ'

& not kindle, an
d the repo

rt.
 of one o( 

their rilloA wouhl bring upo
n thon, t-he entire fnn,e

 of the Indiana. 
For 

dri
nk tboy d1111,m

1led
 on eo

m
e rain w

ate
l". whioh etill lltool

l in tl111 exoa
n

,tinru,
 of the rooka, bu

t in "fo
w daya thi11 81-o

re
 wu

 exbau!OUlf
l, and 

M
 'C

 l,KLLANI> ROil W
 IIITJI m

uat ahan,lon 1.hoir enterprise
 or lln,1 a now

 
N

pply. 
T

o M
XlO

m
plillh tbui

 rn
nst huard

oua
 llfl"

air M
'Cr.n

u.llD
 be

ing 
th

e elde
r, �

lved
 to

 m
ako the •�

m
pt-

w:i
th hill tnl8t

y rifl
e in hiii 

graa
p, and tw

o cM
tooru, st

ru
ng aa

roM
 bil! 11houldl!J'1!

, lMI
 oa

utiou.o
ly do

-
ndocl to tho prairio, and "kirting tho bil!JI on the norl

b u
 m

uoh 118
puM

iblo wi
thin t.he hRzle thiokelit

, he atr
uok a oo

ur&e
 for the H

oc
kboc

k
ing ri

ver. ·, H
e roaobod it&

 m
ar

gi
n, and turn

ing an
 abru

pt po
int of a hill,

be f.aai
d a· be

autiful fou.ot.a
in of lim

pid wit.e
r, now known

 u
 the C

old
Spn

ng, wi
thin a few

 feet of the river. 
H

e filled hill
 oan

te
ens and re

tu
m

Oll
 in .r

ety to hia wat.o
l,ful oom

pe
nion. 

It w ..
 now dete

rn
,ined

 t.o
bav

o
 a aurply or fl'llll

h wate
r every

 day, and tbuo <luty wa11 t.o
 be

 pe
�

form
o,I alte

m
ata

ly. 
O

n one of Lb-
ooo

u
iona, afte

r W
m

T■ had &lied
biJ, cantee

na, he aa
t a few

 m
om

enta, watc
hing the lim

pid elem
ent, 

1111
 it

oam
o gurp;ling out of the bo

ao
m

 of the ear
th -

tho light ao
und of foot,.

Blfl
l "' caught hi11 prao

ticed ear, and upo
n turn

ing round, be sa
w

 tw
o 

aq
uaw

s w
ithin

 a fe
w fe et of him

; th8118
, upo

n turn
ing the jet of the hill, 

bad
 lh1111 1111

ddenly 0
01110 upo

n him
. 

Th
e elder aq

uaw
 gan

 one of thoae
 

far-ro
11ehing w

hno
p11

, poouliar Lo
 tho Jndian

11. 
W

m
n

 at onoe oo
m

pr&
hending hi11 po

riloUB situation,-
for if tho alarm

 ehould reac
h the ca

m
p, 

he and bi" oo
m

panion m
uat inovita

hly pe
rish. 

Belf-prwe
n

ation im
pe

ll
ed him

 to
 infl

.i<lt a noiioe
let!B

 death c1n the ""l uan
, an

d In w
ob a m

an
ner 

u
to

 leave no t.--
bu

hind. 
E

vor ra
pid in thought, an

d pro
m

pt in ao
tion, hn 8pran

g upo
n hi" yiot.im

" with the ra
pidity and po

w
er o( • pa

n• 
thor, and gni,pi

ng tho th�
t or .....,

h, with one bo
und be apran

g into the 
H

oo
khoo

king, ancl rapidly thru
at the head

 of the elder wom
an

 W1
dor the 

watn
r, an1 l m

aking lltrong effort,,
 to

 subm
erge

 the younge
r, who, howeY• 

er powerf
ully 1'8!1

isted
. 

D
uring the abort

 stru
ggle, the younge

r fem
al

e 
ad

dro..-\
 him

 in hi11 own
 language, though alm

iiit in
 inart

iculate
 IIO

UnWI
, 

R
el o1111

in� hill hnlol, Mhn infonncJ<I him
, that to

n Y""'" holiire
, Mliu had 

be
en m

ad
e a pri•oner, on G

ra
ve C

reek flats
, an

d that the IndiRna, in 
her pn,

11a
nce

, butchored her m
other an

d two 11i..to
n

 ; 1111
d that an only 

n,
m

11ining brothc1r had be
en capturocl w

ith her, who 11uooeed
ed

, on the 
IIIIOOll

d nigh
t, in m

ak
ing hia 01!C8

po
 ; but what bad

 booo
m

e of him
, ehe 

11 

b
ew

 aot. 
During

 thi.e
 n.unl.

ive. W
m

n
, unobae

rved
 by the girl. had 

1�
 go

 his
 gru

p on th
e elder eq

uaw, whOIIO
 bo

dy eoo
n tloated

 whern
 it 

wou
ld not, pro

ba
bly, IIOO

n be fhun,I. 
lie now

 dil'OCWd
 the girl nio

tily 
to

 follow him
, an

d with hia u111U1l energy
 and spe

ed, pllll
hed

 fu
r lh, 

M
oun� 

Th
ey had

 11e
11roely ,tt

•nc, tw
o hundn,d

 yar,IM. (ro111 tho ftpriug. 
be

fore
 the alarm

 cry
 W

M
 heart\ 110

m
e quarte

r of•
 m

ilu dow
n the �tr

u111
11. 

It w
u

 llll
ppn,Ml

d that 111
,m

o wan-
ion,

 rotum
ing from

 a bunl, et
nu,k the 

H
oo

khO<l
king julllt

 u
 tho ho,ly uf thn Jrow

n
ocl "'luaw

 ftrn,w
J pllllt.

 
W

m
TK 

an
d the p;irl 1111

oc,eed
ed

 in reaching the M
ount, wheri, M

'C
u

n-1 •. um
 ha,l 

bee
n no inil

tff
ere

nt •roota
tor to

 tho 11UclJon co
m

m
otion om

ong the In
di&M

, as
 tho prairi

e part
ica of warr

iorft
 w

oro 11C
en to

 �trike off
 in 1:vory 

diroo
tion, an

d be
fo

ro W
111TK and lbo girl llrr

ived
. • 1•ftrl

,Y of ,ooru
t! lw,•n

ty warr
ion.

 had
 alro

acly ga
ined tho CMto

rn
 aoo

livity of tl,11 M
011

11l, 1>ncl 
wore

 oa
utiouely _

n,ling, car
efully k<lcpinp; ond<•r cover. 

S.•111 ti,., 
hro

 ac
oulll 1111

w
 tho Kwarthy f11cllff of tho fo,1, 1L• they �li,lc,I from

 tree t o 
tree

, an
d roc

k t.o
 roo

k, until th
o

 w
holo

 bMO
 of tho M

ount wwi
 �urrouncl

ed, "nd all hopo
a or lll'M.'

"(141
 cut off'. 

In thi11
 peri

l noth
ing

"'
""

 le1ft. otluor tlm
n to MCII tlu,ir livc11..,.

 ,l<·urly 
M

 they oo
uld; thi11

 they re111
1lvecl tu ,In, nncl nch•i,co

, J lhc• girl lo
 C"'-"'I.,, to 

the Indian
s, and te

ll them
 11ho hrul l,cc

n o enptive t,, tho l!OO
Utl!

. 
Siu, 

11a
id "

N
o I 

D
eath, an

,1 tho.t in pr""'""'" of m
y peo

pl,•, iii to
 m

o a th
ou-

11&11
d tim

e11
 n

co
t.o

r than ca
ptivity -

fum
i•h m

o wi1I, a rifle, ancl T will 
ahow

 you that I can
 fight 1111

 woll a11 ,lie. 
T

hi11 11po
t I leave not 1-

hem
 

m
y bo

nCI!
 sholl lie blt>acl,ing wit.h youni

 ! -
and 8hnulil oither of you=

 
cape

, you will ca
rry

 tho ti,ling,, of 111y ,le11th to m
y rem

aining ro
lative,1. •· 

Re
m

onHlrn
noo pm

Yet
l fru

itlc111<
,-

tho tw
n ,.. .nulJI m

ature,! their plann fur 11
 

Yigo
ro

uH dofonco-
oppoMing crRf\

 lo t>rJI.
; cxped

i<>nl to cJ<pc
dicnt, and 

an
 unorring firo of tho doa,lly rifto. 

T
he atlAO

k com
m

oncod
 in fnm

t 
wherci

, fro
m

 tho narro
w l,...,klN>no of thn M

ount, tho MAvagOJt l,a,I tu
.. ,,_ 

vanoe
 in 11inglo 111 11, but whoro

 they co
ulcl Rvail tho11111t,lv<'fl

 or tho ""·k• 
a nd t re.

. 
In ad

van
cing, tho warrior nrnot, how

ev,•r ho n,om
nnlnrily 

o:1pOIIO<I
, oncl tw

o bar
e inahOfll

 of hiM M.Wnrthy form
 W

IL� tA
rgot ono1111h fur 

tho unorring riflo of tho IMlC
llll#

. 
A

tw
r lira.vttly m

aiuhiining tho fi,<lot iu 
fro

nt, an
d koo

pin
g tho onom

y in choc
k, th"Y diaoo

vore<I II new
 dang

or 
throat.o

ning thorn
. 

Th
e wary

 fno now m
ndn cvidont prcp11ration• Lo nt

t.ao
k thorn

 in flank, whir.h oo
ulcl ho m

011
t 1111

coo
..,,f

111ly ,.uul fatally ,,,.,,., 
by roaching an l110

late
d rne

k lying in ono of the, ra
viuc•• on tho 1111111l,r.m

 
bill 8ide, 

T
hill roc,

lt onco
 gainocl 1,y tho ln,lianft, th"Y L'(lulcl bring the 

IIOO
Ul.a

 un,lor po
int blank ebot of tho rill

o, w
ithout thn J IOM

il,ility of e11-
oapo

. 
O

ur
 brave IIOO

UIM
 11a

w
 tho ho1,ol111111

n01111
 oC their 11ituation, which 



12 

no&h
ing cw

ld avert
 but a brave oo

m
i-n

i11n and an
 unerrin

g •hot-
th

em
 

lh
eJ had

 not. 
H

ut the bravo novor despa
ir. 

W
ith t.hi.t

 ce
rtain

 fat.o
 

re«
ing upoa

 th
em

. they co
ntinued

 oa
lo1, an

d u
 oaloulating, an

d u
 Wl

· 
w

eari
ed

 u
 tho atr

ungtlH
t doe

iro or n
ngcanoe

 on a lrea.o
h11ro

ua
 foe

 oow
d 

prod
uoo

. 
Boo

n M
 'C

u
:Ll,ANn sa

w
 • ta

ll an
d ■w

u
thy fi

g
ure

 pre
pari

ng t.o
 

11pri
ng from

 a ou
ver 110

 near
 tho fala

l roo
k, th

at a ainglo bo
und m

Wli
 

re
ac

h it, ao
d all hopo ha

 delll
ro

yed
. 

Ilo f11lt that all
 tkpnd.

d o" OM
 

ad
ra

•tr19,_
 ,/wt, .. !though but uno inuh of tho w

arr
ior'• bod

y w
u

 u


,._.I
, •nd &bat at a dillt

am
,-o of uno huo,)red

 yar
d■-

he rem
lved

 to
 

ri,k ,,II-
co

olly 1111 r11illlH
I t,i" rlfto et, hiH 11y,, oar

ufully Hhad
lng the •lght 

w
ith

 hiH ban
d, ho drow a be

ad HO
 Mure, that ho felt co

n11e
iou1 it tD

ould
 

do
 -

ho to
uoh

ed tho hair trig
g

er w
ith hi11 6ngor -

the hmum
er co

m
e 

,lown
, but in place of Htriking 11.ro

, it cruahod hi1 !lint into
 a hundred

 
fr

ag111cnt.t
 I 

A
lthough he fo

lt that du, ,,,m
,ge m

ui!L
 rea

oh the
 f

at
al

 rod:
 

be6>
ru ho co

uld n.clj1111
t Wl

othcr 6int, ho prooocid
ed to

 the la■k w
ith the

 
ul.m

Oll
t <-'<ND

pae
urc, c

uting m
any a furt

ive gla
nr.e to

w
arda

 I.he fearfu
l 

po
int. 

Suddenly ho u.
w

 tho warrior Hlre
te

hiD
g every

 m
W10

le for th
e 

leap -
11J1

d w
ith tbo ugility of a deor hu 01

ado the apri
ng-

w
te

a.d of 
re

nc
hing the roc-l: he spru

ng ton feet in tho air, arul giving ono u
rri

jk
 

rlJ
 ho fo

ll upo
n tho eart

h, IIJ'
ld hiii diu-

k co
rpiie

 ro
lled 6ft.y ft>O

t dow
n th

e 
hill. 

lie had evidently reoo
ived

 a d11alh &hot fro
m

 eo
m

e unknown
 han

d. 
A

 hundred
 VIIK.'tlll

 fro
m

 Lll
low

 NH!C
hoo

,I the '4l
rri

lile ab
out, 1111

d it w
u

 
11vidont that they h11d lu"t o. favorit.u

 w
o.rrior, u

 w
oll u

 be
ing foilod for 

a tim
e iu tho m

Otl
t im

porta
nt m

ovom
ont. 

A
 very

 few
 m

om
enta

 pro
ved

 
that

 tho advan
l.llgo

 110
 m

y,t•r-iuw
lg

 gaint1tl w
ould be

 of ahort.
 d

ura
tion; 

for alroud
y tho IIIOO

U!li
 ca

ught m
ow

ootary
 glim

peee
 or a ...,

arth
y w

arri
or, 

oa
utiow,

ly ad
van

cing to
w

ar
ds tho llO

ver'.o
 roce

oUy ooo
upled

 by a follow
 

oo
m

pa
niou. 

N
ow

 too
, th

e ac.ta
ok in fro

nt w
u

 roawned
 wi

th ia
oreued

 
ful')'

, 110
 u

 to
 req

uire the inCOS111U
1t fire of bo

th BOO
Uta

, to
 pre

vent th
e 

rndiM
N (n,m

 g,,ining tho einiuonoa
-

nn,1 in a 11hort.
 tim

e M
'O

u
l.lJ.

ND 
-,.

w dui w
ar

y w
1ITT

ior Lo
him

l thu ouvor, propu-i
ng for a leap to

 gai
o th

e 
J�ar-Jul roo

k-
thu loap w

u
 nuulo, anrl U10 w

arr
ior turn

ing a 1umn
u,rN

t, 
/ti, co

rP""
 ro

lloJ <lown to
w

iu-
da hi, com

pa
ni

ona-
agai.

n a ,ny
,tm

o
u,

 

ug-1
 luu.l inw

rl"""l'
I in thoir l;o

hal(. 
T

hi• IIIIOO
nd �

oo
 ou

t diH
m

ay 
into

 tho ra
ob of the 8-

ilanlll; an
d jWlt

 II
 th

e ■un w
u

 diu
ppuaring

 
he

hinJ tllu •
�

t.u
m

 hill1t, th
u fo

e withdrow
 a llbort

 Jiat.ao
oe

, fo
r tho pur. 

polMI
 nf dovW

ng now 1t111l
l0t1

 uf 111
1.Dtl

k. 
T

he Mlll
pil-0

 oam
e m

oet
 �

�
ble t,, tl,c .eo

ut.t
, w

lu, l,ad Lravuly kopt tboir pot,
itioo, ao

d b
ra

vely mam
taio

od
 llie uneq

ual fight ho
rn

 thu 111idJlo of the da
y. 

1
3

 

N
ow

, for th
e 8n&

 tim
e, w

u
 the girl m

iaa
in,;, and thu HOO

uta
 eupp<lll<l

d 
th

at thro
ugh lerNII'

 !Ibo bad
 -

ped
 to

 her funner oapto
rw

, or I.b
et ahe 

Juul
 boo

n killed
 durin

g I.b
e ftgbt. 

Th
ey w

ere not long lot\
 to

 doubt, 
(or in

 a few
 m

om
enta

 I.b
e gir_

l wu
 aee

o em
erging fro

m
 be

hind a roc
k, 

an
d com

ing t.o
 th

em
 wi

th a rifle in her han
d. 

D
uring tho bea

t of tho 
lght .be a

w
 a w

arri
or la

ll, w
ho bad

 advan
oo

d oo
m

e 11.f\y yar
d■ oo

fore 
th

e m
ain

 bod
y in fl'O

nt. 
Bbe at onoe reao

lvod to
 poalOIIII

 hel"Bll
lf of hiR 

rifl
e, an

d oro
uoh

ing in the undergro
w

th Ib
o orept to

 the ■po
t, an

d auo
oe

eded
 in her enterpri■e, be

ing all th
e tim

e ex1>0Keci
 to

 the orou-6
ro of 

doronder■ and -i
lanta

-
hor prao

tlnod uyu lia,1 uar
ly uotloa

d tho Ju1
11I 

rock, &11
d her'• w

ere
 th

e m
y•tm

ow
 Aa

11u
 by w

hioh the tw
o w

an-i
on

 had
 

fallen-
the Jul

 be
in

g t.h
e m

oat
 w

ary
. untiri

ng an
d blood

-thini
ty brou• 

of the B
b1wn

e111
 tribe

. 
H

e it w
N

, w
ho, ten Y"IIJ'II

 previoWI
, bad eoa

lp
ed

 tho fam
ily of t.h

e girl, and be
en hllr oa

pto
r. 

lo t.h
e w

ea
t, dar

k oloudtt
 w

ore
 no

w
 gatherin

g, and in an
 hour the w

ho
le 

hea
veoe w

ere
 ebro

uded
 in th

em
. 

T
hie dar

knoM
 gr

eatly om
barra.ed

 
th

e BOO
ut.a

 in th
eir oo

nte
m

plated
 night retreat, for they m

ight rea
dily 

100
1111

 th
eir w

ay, or aoo
identa

lly fall
 oo their enom

y-
tbia be

ing highly 
pro

ba
ble, if not ioevila

ble. 
A

n hour's co
nsultation dooided

 tht1ir pl1U1
11, 

&11
d it w

u
 agreed

 that
 t.he girl, fl'O

m
 her intin,ate know

lod
g

o
 of the lo

oa
litiee

, ahould lead
 th

e a.d
van

oe
 a few

 ate
pK. 

A
nother advan

tag
e m

ight 
be

 gain
ed

 by
 this arnn

gem
eot, for in cue

 they ahould fal
l in w

ith ao
m

e 
ouc...poa

t, the girl'■ lco
ow

led
go

 of th
e Indian to

ngu
e, w

ould, po
rbapa

, ena
ble her to

 d-
ive tho -

tiool ; and IIO
 tho -.

uel provod, fo
r _.-oe

ly 
had th

ey d-
nded

 on
e hundred

 fe
et, whoo a low " whiat," fro

m
 the 

gir
l, w

arn
ed

 th
em

 of preae
nt dan

ge
r. 

T
ho BOO

ut.a
 auok ailootly to

 tho 
ean

b, w
here

, by pre
vloull agre

em
ent, they w

ero
 to ro

m
ai

n iill another 
mgu

al
 w

u
 gi•eo them

 by th
e girl-

w
hoee

 abae
noe

 fo
r m

ore
 than a quar

te
r of an

 hour now
 be

gan
 to

 exoite
 th

e m
Oll

t ee
rioua

 apprehensio1111
. 

A
t 

length
 she again

 appeared
, and to

ld them
 that ahe had

 1111
oooed

ed in re
m

oving tw
o se

ntin
ola, w

ho w
ore

 diro
otly in thoir re

uto
. t.o

 a point M
m

11 
hundred fee

t diatao
t. 

T
ho deaoe

ot w
u

 noi110
lc11H

lJ 1'08
um

ed -
the lllvel 

gai
ned

, and the IIOO
)lla

 fo
llow

ed by their intropid pionoor for half o. m
ilo 

iu tho rruot1t pro
fo

und silenoo
, w

hen the bar
king of a am

all dog, w
ithin 

a few fee
t, apprized

 them
 of a now

 dan
ger. 

Tho alm
oet aim

ulta
nem

.18 
oliok of the aoo

ut'1 rillee
 wu

 hear
d by the girl, w

ho ra
pidly appro

a.,hod 
them

, an
d sta

ted
 that th

oy w
ere now

 in the m
idat o( thu Indian w

ig
W

IUWI
, an

d their liYee
 depo

nded on the m
oat profounJ eilenoe, an

d im
• 

pliciUy follow
ing her

 foo
ta

te
ps

. 
A

 m
om

ent af
te

rw
ar

t'ls, tho girl w
u

 llL� 
ooe

ted
 by a aq

ua
w

 from
 &11

 ope
ning in • w

igw
am

. 
Slio replied

 in th" 
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In,liM
 lan

gu
ap;,i, an

d w
ithout 11.o

pping et.ill pre1111e
d forw

ar
d. 

In II abort
 

lDM
 •ho 11to

pJK-
•l an

d .,.,,
urud the IIOO

Ute
 Lh

at �he Tillage
 '111111

 oleared
, 

an
ti that they were now

 in safety. 
She knew

 Lb
. at on

ry
 paN

 leadin
g 

out of tl10 pra
irie w

a11 1111
fo

ly gu
ard

ed
 by Tndian.e

, an
d at onoe

 NeO
l•ed 

to ad
opt the bold adventure of pui

ing through the very
 ce

nte
r of their 

village
 u

 the leu
t 't)&ZaJ"

dou•. 
T

he result proved the OO
IT

oot
neM

 of her 
ju,lgm

ont. 
T

hey nnw
 kept a oo

nl'llll
 for the O

hio, be
ing gu

ided hy the 
H

0<
,khoo

king river-
and afl�r three dayft m

nreh and suffering, the par
ty nrrived

 at tho B
lock-l,ou110 in saf

ety. 
T

heir ell(l
A

J"'
 (rum

 tho Jndiana 
prevente

d the unnle
m

plared
 aU

ac
k : aud the rGIIC

Uod
 girl pro

ved to
 bo

 
tho Nlll.ter ofl

hu intr�piol N
r:11, W

A1111111JRN, ce
lebrated

 in 
Indian

 hillto
ry

 
a11

 tho ren<111m
e1l 1eo11t to ( 1:iptain K

11NTON 'a bloo
dy K

entuckian&, 
T

he princip
"l fn.-t.• of thiR narralivo w

ere p;iv"n by tho !trot.her of 
M

'C
1,J1:L

LAND, t.o
 a eitiz�n of 

Lan
cu

ter -
an,! tho ad

vouturee re
lated

 
pro

vo that, "
truth i• 1101111•tim

eM 1tra11!Jer than fi
ction."

 
O

n the 17th of J\111y, l7
!Hi, 

C
ongrtl98

, w
ith a view

, no doubt, to
 "the 

ear
ly �

u
tem

enL of
 their aN

p1ireJ
 p<11181111

iona by the tr
ea

ty of G
ree

n•ille, 
PM

�
•I an ac

t, granting lo 1':ns,u
:z1111 Z

ANIC t.bree trac
ta

 of lan.d, not cx
o.e

iling 0011 m
ile 11<

111ar
o e�

h, in c
onsidem

ion that he wo
uld ope

n a 
n1a,l un tho n1<>11t elip; ililo route be

tweon W
boolinp;. V

irginia an
d L

im
&-

111,nu•, (now
 llf

a)"ll
"illo,) K

cm
tuoky. 

Z
ANS

,pe
rfim

ued
 his ))IU't

 of lhe 
aontn

r.t in tlm
 1111m

o year, 
nnd M

loo
t.o

J <>ne or tho gnn
lll

 on tho H
ook

· 
hOC'

king river, w
hero thn tow

n of J..a
noule

r now
 11i.nda. 

T
he roa

d w
u

 
np,m

nd hy only blaiing tho lrllOII
, and cutting out tJ,e unJerbru

ah, w
hich 

R"v,i it m
ore Lim

 ap1w
ar11noo or an I 111Uan path or tn

oe
 than

 a roa
d, an

d 
rro

rn Lha.t ci
rcunurtance

 it too
k the nam

e of "Z
,w

e'• 1hi
u

," 11 nam
e 

it I M•re for m
any ,.,an, an.e

r Ui
e 11e

ttl8m
ent of the co

untry. 
It paae

d 
through th

e 1iro110
nt oounty of P

Rirfl
eltl. oro ...

 ing the H
oo

khoo
king ri

"8r 
at ,. ripple or fo

rding abo
ut three

 hundred yar
ds be

low
 the turn

pike 
l,ri,lp; a. 

w
811

L nf t.1111 pr0110
nt tow

n 
of L

e.oou
ter, and w

u
 oalled 

the 
" 0

11o•••Naa or THI< IToaK1100111No."
 

T
his w

u
 tba 6ni

t at.l<l1npt to 
"P"

" a public highw
ay thro

ugh tho
 inte

rior of tho N
ort

h W
oato

rn
 T

er
riw

ry. 
In 1797, Z

ane 's T
race

 having ope
ned

 a oo
m

m
unioa

tion be
tw

een the 
eu

tern
 State

R and K
entucky, m

any individuala
, rrom

 bot
h ,tirectione, 

w
i11hinp; to be

tteT
 thoir condition in life, by em

igrating an
d ae

ttling in 
the " hack-w

noda," then "° oallnd
, vieited

 the H
oc

k hoo
king V

alley for 
that. purpoM

 n111l Bm
ling tho oo

uutr
y 1111

rp
a1111

ingly fert
ile -

abo
u.nding In 

6ne 11pring,, of the pul"Ofl
l w

..tor, det.o
n

ulned
 to m

ake it tb
oir new

 hom
e. 

1n A
pril, 

1708, C
aptain J

oau
u H

uNflll, a bo
ld an

d en
te

rp
riai

:ng 

15 

m
an

, w
it.h hi■ fam

ily, em
igra

te
d fn

om
 

K
m

,lui,ky and 111,ttlod on Z
ane'■ 

T
raoo

, upon the hank of tho 1 m
1irio. w

e�t of the on ....
 intt:M, and al•1ut 

one hundred
 and fift

y y,m
lH norl

h-w
o,�t of tho p

rol41,nt turn
pike road

, 
an,I w

u
 llll

llad "
lluntcr'M Rettlenw

nt." 
lloro C

al 't .. i11 llu�TKll clear
ed off

 tho underLnlll
h, follod t.he fort!Ml lrc{'M, and crt.�:h .J a c"bin, al a 

tim
o w

hen he had
 not•

 noi,; hbor n•'nl"l' r thnn thu M
uskiugum

 or Hciot.o
 

river•. 
T

hiA w
a,o

 the e11 1111111m
cmm

,11t of tltn firMt 11C
ttle11u,nt in thn 111 ► 

per 
ll<'<

0kl10<
•king V

alloy-
urul C

111 1tai11 
llur,n

a iM 
rt•p;nnlod 

1111
 the 

founder of tho ftouriMhing and l "'l 'ulouft <-'<lUnty of l'nirli111rl. 
H

e lh·od
 

to l'C
ll the count.ry den11C

ly 1111
ttletl

. 1 1 11,I inn
 J.i,; 11 Mlato of im

provem
cnt

am
l pni,l thu debt of nuturo ahout fift._..,,. yen.,, ugn. 

JI;,. "K'"'I 00
11111111

1• 
ion, )If

..,
_ llonoTnv lh

n<Tr.R, yet liv1'!0, o,ujo_ving tho ki,;,l •1 1 11 affo
,:ti u

11• 
ate nlll'nlionM of hor fnnoily. nm

l th,• ro'"l """t anol OMW
m

u of l,.,r """'l 1 111int,. 
nnco. 

8
hl' w

1111 tho tlnt
t w

hitu w
on

11111 1l111t aot.llt-d in tho V
ull.iy, •nJ 

•hurod w
it.I, lier lato huMh1uul all tho toil,. Hulfo

ring,i, l111r1IMJ.ipN und pri
v11tiu1 1M i111,i,hm

t t., tho form
ation or tlw

 111,w
 l'tllllunum

l, w
itlauut 1& n,ur

m
ur or w

ord of l'Oll1pl11i11t. 
l>uring 1lw

 h1iri11l( of llw
 ""'"" yoar

, N
A

TIIANIIIL ,vrLRO:C, tho ut.14'r Ju11N tl11r.t.)I, 
A

l.I.KN IJ11Y.r.)I, Jo11N and 
,Joet:l'n M

'M
uLLK!\f, R

o11t111T ()ou
1•r.11, 

l•AA<" !:111...:
vr,.:11, 

111111
11 fo

w
 oth 

0
111

 rea&e
lao,I tho V

111loy-
erN

:ll'<I ,·ul,i11H 111111 l 'ul, out 
II •·rul' .. r t,'Urn

. 
In 17!1!1, 1,r:v, M

oonK, A
1 1 11An•111 

IIR
11111T, Jlf11jor 111111111T, b

m
t.l(L 

D
u11 and ,h

:11"111i
ru11or,1l'I. om

i,; n,tm
l w

ith tlu,ir fi1111ili1•• from
 A

lluglm
ny 

county, l'tlu
_v

lnnd, and i,c
ttlt,I nmir w

l;.,rn
 1.un,·n•llur no,w

 slnm
lM. 

l'urt
 

<1( tho co
1u1,11ny cam

o thr,111,;h l,_v lu111I from
 l'i11.l,urgl1. with tl,d

r hon"·•. 
•ntl pnrt, w

ith thoir w
up;1111H 11111I otlu,r 11••111�. 

,1.,,..,. .,.,1.,,1 11 11, O
hi,, in 

lioutH to tlu, m
outh of tlin I lt11

·kl11 ... ·ki11g, 1 11111 tlmncu ,,.,. 1•1111,,.1 tho luttur 
11lro1111 1 in <'IIIIOCH, to llm

 111011th .. r ltu•lll'r,•,•k
, 

'l 'htt lnu,: fu,111 "
'lu,t•l

inp; to ti"' 11,.-kl,oo
kinp; ut thnt lim

o, """· in Mluu .. t it .. ,·111in• le1tl(tl1, " 
w

ildom
UNI

, a11 ,I ,lid not auhnit of th,• I' """"/;" of • ·ng
o11,. 

'J 'l,e 11111,I I""" 
ty of rnun, "" rcuching thu V

nll,•y. w
,•ut ,luw

n to tho 1nu111l, of rl t,• I1,wl.
h0t

•kln,t 1m
1I """

i•led th,• wnt"r 1•orly "I'· 
'rlw

y W
l'''' t1•11 ,luy• ho n,._

 
et

•1uli11K lh«-
ri\'er, ha.viuK 111""-!

t tlw
ir 1•11111tt

•i,.
 ...

... ,·,!rnl liuu•:-. u111I 
ll1111111J.'

t."41 

their goc
,dH. 

J,1..-1 M
oo

10: 110
ttl.,.

I, w
ith ,I l'.l<HI: i-:

1 °t:11i;►:o:,r, tl1rno 111il,•s l••ln\Y l.:,11-
eu

w
r. 

T
he lhu

o11T11
 nn<I L>

ur. 111•0 1-<·ttl,•ol iu 11,., no,iit l,1.,, 1,, •• 1. 
1 '1w

,e 
pionoonr

 11rt• all dl!atl, ux,·,•1,t M
r. 11100

10;. 
llu' n-,.i,l t•a 11,·ur \\"im

·lw
,h·r, 

;n 1-'nirlol,I county, l1lu-.
od with ull tl,i• w

orl,I , .,.,. 11i"
• to 11uolw

 him
 

h111 •py. 
111 li!lll, tlm

 tiJ11 ofr
niip; rntir

n w
l in l\'itl, l(rt·ut fo ,nr 

111 1lu••1ni11� 
1,f tbi• y,·ur hrn

 oe
1tlrn11m

l• w
cr" m

aul,· in 1111• pu·><·nt ,,., .. ,�i.;I' of t;
n

•o,11-
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lleld. 
E.o

h Mi
t.llom

ont oo
ntai

nod
 twenty or tbin

1 &m
iUea

-
OllO

 wu
 

oa
llod

 the Jl'
oru

 of
 ,1,� ll

<X"
kli<>t'

/n
·,.g• an

d tho oth
..-

T
aMM

 To
-

. 
&

t.tloui
enlo

 w
ere aleo

 m
ado along lb

e river be
low H

uot.e
r'•• on R

wib
omo

k, Raoooon
 and Tn,lian C

rn
ob

-
P

leu
�nt R

un, F
ol.t

en
' ll

uo, at
 

T
obe

:,to
wn

. 
M

uddy Pra
iri

e, and on O
l6l

t11�
k. 

lo th
e Call of

 1799, 
JoH

rR Lo
u

u.110 ui
d H

az
H

1A11 81nTH el'9Ctecl
 a log grw,-

m
\11 al the 

uppe
r Call.

 of the H
oc

khoo
king. now

 ca
lle4

 the Rook
 M

ill. 
T

hil wu
 

tho
 ant

 gri,,&,
m

ill ltuilt cm
 tho Jlnckhook

ing ri.ar. 
Tb

oy a)
JIQ

 erectc,
d , 

-'
 I.ho

 aa
nu, placo

, the lint
 diHtillery. ( then cal

led
 a " llll

ll-hoUN
. ") 

T
hia, bo

we�er. aftcll
r a few yea"'

, pro
ved

 a heary
 cureo

 to
 tho neighbor

hood
, by

 dost
roying tho pooo

e M
d happinOll8

 of 111
aa

y rea
peo

lablo (&111
i• 

lieit
, (•

 all wtill-111,u""" do,) b,-
,,,U

 up
 bo

th o( ita
 pro

jec
lO

ni
, and finally 

dro
n

 th
em

 out of the co
untry. 

D
;.v1n ,nd H

sN&\' 811ALUN
IU

OH
 

built•
 log gri11rm

ill on the river three
 m

iles be
low H

un
te

r'a so
ltlom

ont. 
In A

pril, of 17911, S,"'IUKL C
o,m

111, BO
n., and S.u1u•L C

oATSB
, jr., 

fr
om En

gland, l,uilt ,. ci.1,iu on tho prai
. ri11, at tbo "

C
rou

inga of the 
R

oo
khoo

king," kupt hucltclor'11 hull and ra
iiied

 a oro
p or co

m
. 

In Ui
o 

latte
r put

 of tho yea
r a m

ail ro
ute wu

 eata
hliahod

 a
bng Za

ne'■ T
rac

e 
from

 W
hoo

ling to Lin,o�tonu. 
T

ho m
ail wu

 oa
ni

ed
 on ht.1110

liaok
, an

d 
W

M
 &nn

apo
rtcd

 thro
ugh al 6111

t, 01100
 a week. 

8AIIUSL C
oATU

, 11e
n., 

w
u

 appo
in

tuJ l'ORlm
M

t.i
r, and kupt hi,i offi

oo
 Bl.

 lho C
NJM

iuga
. 

T
hia

 
w

u
 t.h

o li.1111.
 cMt.a.

hli11he,I ,nail ro
ut., Lhru

ugh tho interi
or of tl,c T

err
itory

. 
and s ..... · uaL CoATX8 WMM tlio 6r"t l'nottm

u
to

r in tho now ac,
lllom

ont . 
JAMD

 C
o:,,n

m
uc, in 171th, brought (rom

 M
ari

ett.
, by way oft.h

e 
O

hio an
d H

�
khockiug ri\'Cn<

, no-,ly a canoe
 load

 of m
orohaudi■o, and 

openod
 a w

ry
 l,,r!Je 011d guu

ral tU/Ul
rl

rM
nt o( ilry gooda

 am
l grooo

ritMt
, 

io a ca
bin at lluutcr'a Soulom

ont. 
H

o di•playod
 hi■ •P6"

in1en go
od■ 

on the
 oom

cn,
 "' tho ea

hin anJ upo
n the etum

ps
 an

d lim
be

 of tho t..-
1,o

fore hia Joo
r, ,fo,pe

n•ing with the WM!
 of fl

aga
 altogo

ther-
ho, or 

ooun,e
 w

u
 a"

'"'
'""' n111n. 

T
ho G

ononi
l (;ov11rn

m
ont clin,cto<

l tho publio dom
ain to

 he eu"
oyod

. 
T

ho lan
ds weru hu,I off

 iu H0
1:tion, of one hun,lred

 and fo
rt

y ac:rw
. and 

thou aul,d
ivi ,t,.�l into hMlf um

l quurt
cr Hec

tious. 
E

1.N, ATUAN l:ico•IRLD, 
our late

 fellow-citi..,
11, wu

 cng,,p;t•I in that 11t1
rvioo

. 
In U

!OO, 1>101 um
l 1 HO:.!, em

igm
nlJC in groat num

be
ni

 continued
 to

 
arri

ve, an
d ee

lll.,11,enl/4
 wero fnnnet

l in the m
ore

 diatant pRrtll
 of tbe 

oo
unty. 

C
nl>ir1-n

11'•i11g•. rl�ari11g1 and Loy-
roll

ing, w11r11 in pro
gi

in alm
oe

t overy
 ,lir,.-ctio11 

T
hu H<1

Ult1rM l11nt oa
eh othe

r aid in their rai,. 
irtg

, and other houvy opu
rutionH ru,1uiring !!(

any bands. 
U

y tbUII m
u

tually .....i,,t
ing /Jllu anothor. thuy wcro

 all 0111,Llod
, in due 11euo

n, tn 

11 

pro
-ri

de �
lYM

 wi
cli

 ca
bin■ to

 lieo in, and prepare
 their eleari

ngw
 

for {arm
in

g. 
The

 log ca
bin

 wu
 oC P"'

r11111
ount ooo

aidu,..
tion. 

A
fte

r t.bo
 

■po
t WM

 N
leoted

, loga
 out and hauled, and olapboanb

 m
 .. 1.,, ti"'

 weo
tion -

■ boL t.b
• W

Ol'
k of• day. 

T
hey were

 of ru
do OOD11

truution, but
no

t al
wa

,■ uo
oom

fona
ble. 

A
nd u

 they ba
n

, to
 a groat

 ext.m
t, paaed

 
■way, 1111

d appe
ar

 t.o
 u■, at thi, da

y, aa
 t.bio

ga
 that ban

 be
en, I ba

n
 

tak
en the libe

rt
y of est.no

ting fro
m

 K
11NDALL'■ lifo of G

en. JAOII
ION, 

(a n
ry

 nl
ua

ble an
d high1y

 in
te

ro
ating work,) tho following doecri

p
tioo of them

. 
It.

 elegance
 of style and aoo

uno
y oan

not be
 Murp.-d

 :
"

T
he log ea

bin
 us the prim

itiye alKM
le of the agrioulluni

l P'
'l"'

lat.ion 
throughout w

este
rn

 A
m

orioa
. 

A
lru

°"
t the only too

l• po!IIIU
....,.

l by the 
firs

t BO
ttlen

 w
ere u

ea
, hatc

beta
, kniv.,�. an

d a few augurs. 
T

hey bad
 

neith
er •

w-m
ills

 nor aarpe
nte

n
, 

briokll nor 111
uo

ns, nail• nor glaaa
. 

Lo
gw

 notc
hed

 an
d laid &0

!'088
 eao

h other at the ends, m
aking a pe

n in
 

the form
 o{ a squar

e or parallelognun
, an■were.t the purpo•oll of tim

be
ra

 
an

d weat
herboar

ding, an
d oo

natituteJ.
 the bod

y of the 111.ru
oluro. 

T
he 

gable end■ w
ere oo

n■truote
d of the sam

e m
at.oriab

, kept in plaoo
 by 

la
rgo po

lea
, oi:t.e

nding lengt
bwillo

 of the building from
 end II> ond. 

U
p 

an
d down

 upo
n theae

 po
lee

, l11pping ovor liko 11hinglo11, woro laid cla
p

boards
 aplit out of oak

 loga
, an

d rllll
um

hling ataeo11, wbiuh woro b
pt i11 

their plaoo
 by other po

lee lai
d upo

n thom
, an

d 00
116ned

 at the gable 
end■. 

R
oofe

 of this ao
rt

, well oo
natruoted

, w
ere

 a Aulll
oiont prot.ect.i

oo 
f'ro

m
 ordin

ary
 1to

rm
a. 

T
he or

evioo11 hotw11e
n the log,,

, if IILl'
ge, w

ere
 

tilled w
ith

 ■m
all atonu

, obipe
, or bit,,

 of w
oo

d, oalled 'chinking.' an
d 

plu
to

rod
 over w

ith m
ud, lnoide an

d out; if am
all, th,i pw

luring alone 
wu

 aufli
oi

eot. 
T

he eart
h ,. ...

 oil.on the only floor ; but in g,m
eral

, 
ftoo

n
 were

 m
ad

e of • punobeona.' or •IRl., split from
 lugs, howml 111uoo

tb 
an

d 1'1!11ti
ng on pc

lea. 
T

he • loft.a
,' or attics

, eo
m

etim
ea

 bad punobeo
o 

floo
r11

, and ro
ugh ladder■ were tho �t11irwaya. 

C
him

1111ya woro built of 
loga ru

dely doveta
iled

 fro
m

 th
e outaitlu into

 tho■o couatituting one end 
of tho atru

oture, which wen,
 out to

 nlllku roo
m

 for 
11

 6re-plac", term
ina

tin
g al tho to

p w
ith split iitu,ka notc

he.l into
 oac

b other, tho whole lhiok


ly plu
t.o

rod
 w

ith m
ud on the inaid11. 

Sto
nes lnid in m

ud form
ed the 

jam
■ and bac

b
 of the bro

ad
 fir&-plaoo

H. 
T

ho dooni
, m

ade of cl■pLo
ardi,

, 
or thin punohoon• pinned to

 orol!II
 pit.'<,uH, w,iro hung on woo

den bingea 
and had woo

de11 latchea
. 

G
enerally thoy Juul

 DO window• i the ope
n 

d
oo

r or broa
d chim

ney ad
m

itte
d li11: ht liy 1lay, and a ro1111

ing lire or 
gre

ue
 lam

p W
IIJI

 the t'(IIIC)
Uroe

 by ni�hl.. 
In the wholo buil,ling there 

w
aa

 neither m
etal nor glua

. 
S

11111c
ti1110

M, howo'fer II
 par

t of o. log w1111
 

cut out fo
r a w

indow
, with a pioc

,i of Hli,ling punchoon to clo�I! it. 
A

■ 
2 
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,oo
n IL� tho m

oo
hanio an

d m
erc

han
t appe

arod, 
au

hes w
ith

 h
ro or (Olll'

 
light,. m

igh
t be

 -
n, ee

t in
to

 ga
pe

 ou
t through the loge

. 
O

ont.e
m

po
ra

noo
uHly, old 

b8mi
la

 be
gan

 to
 oo

nllt
itute

 the t.o
pe

 of ohim
n

oyR, an
d 

joUM
 an,1 plan

k
, u

w
411'1

 by ham
!, too

k the pl-
of punch&0

ns. 
"

T
ho furn

iture
 of the pri

m
itive log ca

bin w
aa

 but litt.l11 su
porior to

 
the st.n

,nture
. 

Th
ey oo

ntainod 
little b<l

yond 
punoheo

n be
nr.hCII

 and 
stoo

l� or bloo
b

 of w
ood

 for t.A
hlee

 M
d ohiu

ni
, a Arn

all kett
le or tw

o, an
n

erinp; the m
anirold pu�

R of buokota
, ho

ileni
 and oveM

, an
d a IIO

&n• 
ty

 1111
pply nt plate

11, k
niTe11, 

forlui
 an

d IIJIOO
DS, all w

hich bad bee
n pack


ed

 on hnn,o
ba,c

k t.bJ'o
ugh tho w

iltlom
l!NI

. 
�

 they bad
 none, an

d 
their ho

dding w
u

 a blank
et or tw

o, w
ith bear

 an
d dee

r akin
, in ... :.: .. d

an
ce

.'' 
T

he oar
ly ac

ttlon
 w

ere a hardy an
d in

dwitri.
01111

 peo
ple, an

d for frank
. 

ne u
 nnd h011

pital
ity have not boo

n surpuied
 by an

y oomm
unity. 

Th
e 

m
en lahorod upo

n th
eir farm

s nnd 
th

e w
om

en in their
 oa

hina. 
T

heir
 

clothing WILi
 of 

a ■im
ple and com

forta
ble kind. 

T
he wo

m
en clothed

 
th

eir fam
ilies w

ith th
eir ow

n bands-
epinning and w

eavi
ng for all their

 
inm

atoA the 
nccea■ary

 
linon and w

oo
len olotbing. 

A
t 

that day no 
oa

binA w
cro to

 ho found w
ithout their

 q,
inning

 111
he•u

, an
,l it w

1,11
 the 

pro
u

d hout.
 of U1e fem

nlBB
 that they· oo

u
ld uee

 thorn
. 

A
• an OYidonoe

 
of their indue

try an
d 11n

ving of tim
e, it 'lfllll

 not an un
fr

equent ooo
ur

re
nco to 1'1!

8 a good
 w

ife
 sitting spinning in her oahin, upo

n an
 eart

hen 
Boo

r, turn
ing her w

heel w
ith one foo

t an
d roc

king her ba
be

 in a sugar
 

&ro
qg

b w
ith t.b

o ot.b
er. 

Th
t1 peo

ple "t that d1Ly, w
hen oppo

rt
unity

 offered
, (aod that w

a11
 not 

ofte
n,) atte

nded to
 publio w

o111
bip; an

d it w
u

 nothing no"
 nor stran

ge 
to

 808
 a m

an
 at ohurch w

ith his rifle,-
hi■ objec

t w
aa

 to
 kill a buok 

either going or co
m

ing. 
T

he BB
ttleni

 Aube
i■to<l principally on oo

m
-bread

, po
tatoM

, m
ilk an

d 
butter, am

l w
il,l m

ea
t.a

. 
F

lour, tea an
d oo

ff'ee
 w

ore eoaroe
ly to

 ho
 had, 

ao
d w

hen brought to
 the oo

untry, w
eb priCBI

 w
ere u

h
d u

 to pu
t it 

out of the re
aoli or m

an
y to

 purohue
. 

B
ait w

u
 an

 indiepe
nM

ble art
icle 

an
d

 OO
ftt, at tho Soiot.o

 Salt W
 orb

, live doll&rA
 for every

 11.1\
y po

.and.a
. 

F
lour hro

ught 110
 po

r barrel; te
a 12,60

; Mff
oo 11,60

; apioe
 S

I, an
d 

pe
ppe

r 11 pe
r po

und. F
IR

S
T

 
I<'U

N
E

R
A

L
. 

W
1LL1AIC

 0
1111:

■11, an
 em

igr
an

t, BOO
n af\e

r bill
 arr

ival, 1ickened
 an

d 
died in J\J

ay, 17
0

8, an
d "

u
 buried in a hiolr.ory

-bar
k oo

lli
n, on th

e
"

•
 

bank of 
F

ott.e111
' run

, a few
 rodB

 nort
h of the old Z

an
eu

ille roa
d, eut

 
of 

L
antiM

to
r. 

T
hia

 w
u

 the llra
t death

 an
d burial

 of a N
U

ler on th
o 
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B
oo

kboo
king. 

C
ol. R

oa
lUl

T W
11.11<11<, of H

,>ek
ing to

wn
..h

ip. w
u

 p.-
ent ao

d �
 at tho fu

neral. 
Th

e J
.ooeated

 had left
 hia

 fam
ily neu

 
Wheelin

g, an
d oam

e on to
 build a c:a

bin
 an

d raiMI
 a orop

. 

I<'O
U

R
T

JI 
0

1!
 J

U
L

Y
, 

18
0

0
. 

In the year
 l!'.1

00, for 
tb

o finl
t tim

e in 
the lloc

li:book
ing N!

ttlcm
enl, 

th
e ae

ttlen,
, rrn,

n, w
om

on a
nd chi.

ldron, .-
,..

bled
 upoo

 the 1r.n
oll in the 

prai
rie, in fro

. nt of tho p�
t to

ll-hoWIB
, OD Ille

 pik
e, •

-
of Lo

n.,..,.
 

t.e
r, ao

d oe
lebra

tod l• ln1 an
oivereuy

 r,f A
m

eri
oa.u

 l.ndepe
ndenoe

. 
Th

ey 
appo

in
t

ed no pre.i
denL or ot

her ofli
oo

n
 of th

e day -
no ont.i

on deli•e.r
ed

, nor t.ouc.
 dran

k, 
T

hoy m
an

ifeMed
 th

eir jo
:, by abonting " hurrah

 
fo

r Am.
erioa

,"
 fir

ing off"
 th

eir
 riftoa

, abootln
g at

 tar
go

C.
 an

d deYou.ring a 
pa.

blio dinn
er. 

It m
ay not. be

 im
pro

pe
r to

 •
Y that I.h

eir
 reput

 w
u

 
N

rY
ed

 µp in 111/J
g,.iji

Cffll
 ,tyle. 

A
 ltbough 

I.b
ey 

bad
 

n. ei
lh

er ta
blee

, 
be

nchBB
, di■boa

, plntea or fork,,, every 11uboitan
tw

 in the w
ay of • feas

t, 
w

u
 am

ply pro..-ided
, BUob u

 b.Jc
ed

 po
ne an

d jr,
bny-oak

e, routed
 be

ar'• 
m

eat
, jerk, turkey, &

o. 
T

he -
m

blage
 d.ia

pe
reed

 at a ti
i

Mly ho
ur

 in 
lho alt

tim
oo

n, an
d return

ed
 to

 th
w

-
cabina, fu

U of pat
ri

oti■m
 and lo..,

 
ol

 OO
U.D

"J'
. 

It w
ae

 m
y forl

11D
o to

 be
 preee

nt on that in'41
reetin

g occui
on. 

N
E

W
 

J, A
 N

C
 A

 S
T

 I
m

. 
In tho fal

l of 11:\00
. E

11.it
tz

l!R Z
Awa IAi

d out lhia to
wn

, and hy w
a:, 

o(
 ar,

.m
plim

ent to
 a n

um
ber

 of
 em

igran
t.a

 fro
m

 J..ancut.e
r oou

nty, P
en

n
ay

ln
nia, ea

lled
 it N

 ,:w
 L

AKCAIIT
H

. 
It reta

ine1I that
 nam

e unlil 1110
5, 

w
he

n, hy an act
 of the Le

gislature, 
the w

ord " N
-

"
 w

ae
 dr'>

l'JIN
· 

Th
ere

 w
ore thon m

any in9'
lualitj..,.

 in tbe eu
rf

aoo
 of tho tow

n plat, w
hich 

w
e do nut n01f

 Jll
'l"C

ci•e. 
'W

here C
enter A

lloy�
 Wh

ee
ling. M

ain
 

and O
hclll

n
ut drvo

l", a po
nd or '""

•ii ha,i
 bee

n filled
 up, (ro

n1 tw
o to

 
6..-e and toix foe&

. 
T

here
 w

a
 an

other po
nd in M

ain atreo
t fo

ur or fln
 

rod
■ e»

t of tho cnn
• I, w

hieh bu
 he

cn filled tw
o or three

 fee
t. 

&
venJ

 
m

11n1
l,y pl.._

_
 have be

en lillod in other part
e of W

hee
ling an

d C
h<'l!t

nut 
■tree

tA. 
T

heN
 11m

ul• am
{ m

ano
he1, w

ore
 not

 oonfined
 

to
 the lltrM

te
alone, but covered

 111>
m

o of th" a,lj ...
 ont Iota. 

T
ho pla&

 nf the tow
n w

u
oo

verod iu m
any plar.e

A w
ith h

eavy rore•t tim
lie

r. •uch u
 tho vari

oua
kind• of oak•, auga

r-trM
, w

alnut, w
il<I ehorry

, u
h, buokeye, &

o. 
T

bo
underw

ood
 con,o

illted
 principally of w

ild plwn
b, pa

w
-pa

w
 and hue

l, pro
ducing deliciollll

 fru
ibl

, and 11pice w
ood

. 
A

 11ale of the lote
 too

k place
 eoo

n afte
r t.he to

w
n w

u
 laid off

, 
M

d 
eo

ld to
 purc

b-
a t pricce

 ran
�

ng fro
m

 b
e to

 fift
y dollan

 each, ac
oo

rding to
 lituation. 

T
he greate

r port
ion of the purehllNl

111
 w

ere m
o

chan
ioe

, 
and 

th
ey im

m
ediat.o

ly 
11&

t 
abo

ut putting-
up 

lug 
huil,lingw. 
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M
uuli or tho m

at.o
ri11l ntM11lu,l for tl,1,l pur1�

• WWI
 found upon tliuir _..

 
an,l in tho 9lrni'

l11, an,[ II()
 lll

l'i,lly ,li,l tho work of im
pn.ovom

onl Jll'fl �
 

during th
o f•ll of l 800, anJ follllwi11g w

inter, lh•l in tho •1 iring of 1801, 
tl,u principa

l •trec
lil

 and alloya Ull
um

cd their pr08C
nt abal'OK, und g

uo 
....,.

urunoo
 to

 the l1<1
holJor tlu,t N

uw
 L

lui
Cll!M

r would at
 D<> ,[iotunt day, 

boo
o11u1 a to

wn of 110
m

o im
po

rt
llllOO

, 
A

hout tliiil
 lim

u 1110N:l
urnlll

 and prttfUM
ional m

en m
adt1 thuir ■('poa

r
an

oo
. 

Ja111
oe Convul'IIO

, JlfnthuwK •"-· Sco&clJ, W
m

. &
 C

. K
ing, T

llOIUu
 

H
art

 an
d J

ohn O
reocl oo

m
m

un<·c!cl 111urch1L111lizi11g. 
R

ol,crt
 F

. Sl11ughto
r, A

lcu
m

for W
hite, J'

hilom
an

 Beec
her, W

illiam
 

W
.

Irv
in and J,;li juh H

. J\fc:rw
i11 "l "'llt.'<l l11w

 offi
�

.
O

nt
. W

illilil
ll 1':rvin, A

u,.,...
 l)uhm

oo
, J"hn K

arr
, 11ad E

zra T
umi

aoe
00

11u111 111ood
 tho pna

r.tice of 1,hyNic. 
'l'hu Ut1v. John W

 rigl,1, of th" l'rnHl1yl<lri11n llhurob, eou
l ... l in J.a

n
caa

tur in 1801, am
l lhu 1(.,, ,, A

"n Hhi11111u11l llov. J11J11
w

Q
uinn, of tho 

M
c1hud

i•t Clm
rch, travclod on the l•"uirfi

olJ cirouit. 
Ahort

ly aft
er tho HOlllmncnt of N

ew Lu.noart
l.o

r, and whilo tl,o •tum
JJ8 

of die tr0011
 yet rom

nincd in tho stroots, a sm
11l1 J JO

rtion of tho sottlen
 

1k-om
cd it tboir privilcgo to tako, 01llJW!

ionally, a nn
all

jolli jim
tion or 

•}'ru
, unding fro,1u,m

1ly in 1.;cki,19 ''P
a du,

t, or what w
o w

oulol now 
ca

ll u llgl,t. 
T

hu Ioctl. or 11i11J><""'J 11urt 11( tho p
u1 ,uladon, in tl10 nl

o(
 law, too

k it into thrir l,,-11;1" I<)
 1111t 

II
 llto

p to
 Lho grow

111g o,·il; aud 
••�•or,lingly m

et 01111 ro�.,Jv.,,I c.11111 nuy . .ili&<
•n of tho tu

wn li,u,111 in •
•la

te
 of inw

xica
1.io11, Nhoul,I, for oVl!ry 11110h off'cnr.u, ,l, 'g a 1t11m

p out o f
ti,,.

 ,tru
t,, or Rulfor II lich

,.g.. 
T

he 9'
rt1eing p

art
y nr

oro m
ost lustily

tb».t the law w
u

 unconlltitutionnl, an,l that I.bey would aol 1mhm
it lo it. 

C
onviction

" lk>O
n afln

 llw,k 11la,,.,, aw
l tho law•m

11king pow,•r Jt.<
·r Uc!.>

ing 11<,m
o half ,. dou.•11, 011fi,r.,,1tl ulM!11im

11,.,. 
'fl.Jo r011ult WIii<

, thut uftor
ac

vem
l olfendera l1111I cx11intu,I their 1,rim

cs, 1lr11u1.J
rinking cou

cd, and 
all 111!<

-am
e, (nr a tim

", n ,,.,,,._,,, t,•111p,•rnlo A111I l111ppy peuplo. 
T

hi• wu
,

pe
rhAtN<, tho 6n<

l 7',m
p�runre 811r1',1y u,,lnLli.,J,. ,,I wu�L of Lbo A

llcghony 
M

ouutu.iwi. 
l•'A

 rn
11n

:1.n
 

IJO
H

N
T

Y
. 

O
n 1ho !lth ,lay of lle<'cm

l••r. 
1�110, tho ti.,v.,rn

or ancl C
ouncil o( 

the N
ort

h \V cHtcrn T
crriLtJ

ry, 
1►rgw

1iz�,1 tho eu,11,ly of 1''uirfi
11l,l, unJ 

dc•igm
,tod

 N
 KW l,ANCABTr.1< n.� lh<l l't'nt of ju.,;.,.,, 

T
ho euuuly thl'n 

Cil
ntain..d

 within i&N
 liniilA oil, or ne11rly 1111, ,,r thu J!Nlllll

nt tlOUnlit•• or 
L

icki11g an
cJ K

nox
; 11 lurg,• 1 �•rlio11 . ,f 1'orry, w

1cJ sm
all l "'rtion• or 

Pi,•kaw"y and 
llr••ki,,g c11<1.11liuN. 

lly �u1.,..�1u<•11t onnc:
trn

enl• of tho 
L

ogi,,l11lure
 of tho Hlutu, it I,..,. l,uun r.,ducoJ to i1,1

 pn,
ao

nt lim
it.. 
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'Th
o oo

unty co
nta

ina t.h
irto

en to
w

nshipe
, w

hich w
ore

 BO
t oll'

 and inoo
r

po
m

ted
 in the follow

ing yean
, and nliD

led
 1111

 follow
a: 

O
learcr

t1ek-
In 11103, an

d too
k it.a

 nam
e fro

m
 a oN!e

'k ru
nlWl

g thro
u gh

 
it.a

 nort
h-

w
est.e

m
 bo

rder. 
H

o
ckift

g
-

ln 1808, aa
d rec

eived ibl
 nam

e fr
om

 the ll
oo

khoo
king 

ri
ver. 
R

iclila
nd-

In 1808. 
Th

e fert
ility or the soil in the ou

t.e
m

 pa
rt

 of

th
e co

unty gu
e rieo

 to
 t.h

e nam
e of thiit to

w
n11hiJ1, 

R
ufflCf"1

ek-
T

hia
 to

WD8
hip Willi

 BO
t off

 in 1808, aa
,l nam

ed from
 a 

cre
ek pau

ing th
ro

u gh
 it. 

�
n1

t1-
G

en. Su
rn11L C

.1.1LP11
NTll:R, • prom

inent uitizen of thll county

at that tim
e, nam

ed this to
wn

ahip Iforoo from
 tho C

anton of D
llrnll, in

Sw
itw

rland, from
 wbioh biH anoosterH 0111igr11led to

 A
m

orica
. 

..4
m

ancl
a-

W
l l,LIAM H

u
111.TON, 1<:sQ., t.ho firKt county aurvoy"r of 

F
airtioM

 oounty, oalloo tbiM to
w

n•hip A
m

1m
1la from

"
'""" f101

1t,y ho bad

for tho na,ne. 
G

r
t1.m

fiJd
-

Incorpo
r11ted in 1805, and nam

od fro
m

 the gre
tm

 fi
eld6

,

or prairiea, wi
th

in it,, lim
ibl. 

P
l�tU

ant-
l

n
 H

!06, aa
d nam

ccl fr
om

 a creek ru
nning thro

ugh it of

the eam
e nam

e. 
B

loom
-

Set ol!'
 in 1806, 

and nam
oo B

loo
m

 by
-

-
-

C
oul\T-

1\IOUT, E
■ Q., one of ita

 oar
lillll

t inhahitanls
.

Vi
1 1lt1-

In H
IOK. 

Tb
ia to

wnHhip ro<K1ived its aam
o lrou1 tho flow



ers
 which gre

w
 in gre

at
 varioty in its w

uHlom
 li.111ite. 

L
ilMr

ly-
T

be fi
rst 110

ttlers of tliis township w
oro prinoip11lly Cro

m
 

Switzerland, an
d oom

m
g 88

 they did from
 IL land of opprullll

ion to o. land 

of lihorty, and at their roquoHt, it w1111
 BO

 nam
ed. 

W
alnut-

In 1807, an
d WllA call�'<! W

alnut fro
m

 thu orook of that 

nam
e, an

d ibl
 tin

e 1t
al

nui bo
ttom

s of lnm
l.

-"fndi,on-
L

aid off'
ia 1809, and so callod in honor of J.u

1�
 ll!

ADI·

!ION, one of tho P
reeidonts

 of the U
nite

d StntcH. 

I Joern
 it not out of plnco lo HU1lu tbu.t the t.o

wnNhipM of Jt .. a,ling, 

Th
om

, llopo
woll, P

ike u
ul JaokHOn w

uro orgu
niitcd lty tho co

m
m

ii<i!
i11t1·

eni
 of }lairii

eld 001 111\y, anil now form
 p..rt.

 of J•.,rry ., .. ,unty. 

R
e

11di11g 10111
m

hip
 w

u
 nam

ed by l
11CT

KII ]fo.:HMJ:Yt!II, It l 'iono,cl' 11<11,.

tier, fro m
 R

eading, l'onnHylVRniu. 
H

o nlllO l11i,l out t.ho to
wn of N

ow 

R
ouding in that tow

nAhip. 
Som

om
et, tho ao

at of jua
tioo of P

erry coun-

ty, ia Nituate
d in thiR to

w
nship. 

T
h

o
na

 too
k iLii

 no.m
e from

 th
e num

aro
Ull

 thom
 buahe.� u

id tl"Kl
H then 

growing upo
n ibl

 fo
rt.

Ho Bllil. 
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P
ikt>.-

T
hia town11hip w

u
 nam

ed in honor of G
1m

. P
u

:■, who pl


ian
tly foll in dofo

noe
 of hia

 oo
untry at T

oronto
, C

anada, 
in the war

 
of lHJ t. 

Jar.h
on

-
N

am
od in honor of O

en. A
NDllBW

 JAOK80N. 
S

nltrr••lc tou
m,hip

 fonn
orly ho

longed M>
 F

airfieM
, huL now forma

 
pa

rL
 of Pickaway oounty. 

l& W
R

H
 m

im
ed from

 Saltcr-,11k, a etrcRm
 w ..

 
t.e

ring it,,
 territo

ry. 
T

arlto
n, a flour

ishing villag
e, iR in this township. 

F
alla tow

ru
hip

, now
 in H

oo
king co

unty, w
u

 m
1m

o.-l fr
om

 the gr
eat.

 
F

alla
 of the Il

oc
khoo

king river. 
P

err
y tow

ru
lu'

p
, in H

oc
king townKhip, wu

 IIO
 calla,) in honor oC 0

. 
H

.
p

.,rr
y, the hero of L

ake Eri
o, in 1818. 

T
hia townahi11 wu

.tri
okeo

fro
m

 J< 'air6eld and atta
ched to

 H
oo

king. 
T

h" tlra
t OO

llrL
 of G

onora
l Q

uart
er Soeai

on11, W
M

 held in the ooanty 
of F

airfield, �n the 
ltth day of J

an
wi.ry

, 
1801. 

Jt}m
anuol O

arpe
n

te
r, sen., presiding Ju11tioe

; N
athaniel W

il�
n 

an•I �am
uel C

11rpeote
r 

..,,_,
iat.e J1ud.i0011

 of tho P
eac

e, on the be
nch. 

T
he co

urt
 oo

nvened in 
a lop; MC

hool holllMl
 on tho alloy, hotweon F

ro
nt an

d S
ooond 11Lroello

. 
Ju,..iph V

anhorn W
illi

 appo
int

ml l'rothona(.o
ry

, an
d S

u
JUel K

ra
tze

r 
S

hcritT. 
A

l,iium
,lcr W

hite
, :Miohaol B

nhlwin·, W
illiam

 C
reighto

n and
 Ro

be
rt

 
F

. �l,111p:htcr 11ppn&N1C
l M

 11tto
m

eys and oo
um

,ellera 11L law. 
Tho rourt 11pJ H>

int.e,I N
u.Lhaniol 

W
ilso

n, jr., Jaoob V
11111noter an

d 
Jam

••� flonny r. 11m
m

i1111
ionera

 of tho co
unty. 

Th,, following (Hll'IIO
n• W\!

Nl
 im

pu.nnolod an
d '"'

om
 u

 t.lH,
 ji

rll
 gr

and 
inqi,�al for tho L'OUnty of �•airfi

eld, viz: 
J 11m

cs C
onvonKl

, F
orm

1a1i.--
A

bra
ham

 W
ather, A

rt
hur T

eal, Jerem
iah

 
C

onaway, Ro
bert M

ol\l
urt

ry
, A

braham
 F

unk, C
onrod

 Fettere, S
am

uel 
C

oo
te•, Thom

as
 C

aM
ina, A

m
lll!ll

 D
elanoe

, John M
eM

ullon, JOtlf!
ph 

M
cM

ullen, J<Alward
 T

oal, D
avid ltooa

 an
d B

arn
abu

 G
olden. 

It d08II
 

not "1 ')"'
111' tb11t the jury

 m
ad

u an
y pl'Cll8

nta
ientB

 at thia te
rm

. 
A

t the aec
ontl to

m
1 of the oourt held on the 2d M

onday of A
pril, 

11101, 
1<:m

anuel C
ar

po
nto

r, N
atlurniol W

il110n an
d S

11m
uel C

arpe
nte

r 
J u•tic<lR on Lho be

nch ; a co
ae W

illi
 triod wbioh created II good

 doal of 
lnto

n
••l 11m

ong Lho now 110
ttlen,

. 
IL wu

 this
: 

J 0110
ph W

ork charged
 

ono H
iom

uol Jewl!ll w
ith 11boo

ting
hiA oo

lL, ,w
d 'bro

ught hie
 auit to

 rooo
v

er tlAtung""· 
HolH,rt F. SIRup;ht,,r And W

illiam
 C

re
ighto

n appeared
 for tho pla

intiff,
 

an
d A

lo:rnndor W
hito

 ,m
d M

iohaul H
alllwin for I.be defendan&. 

T
ho following nam

od
 pel'llO

na were im
pann

oeled o
d no

m
 to

 try
 the 

cue
, via: 

23 

J
ohn 

Ed
gar

, F
or11m

m1
-

J
ulm

 l\foM
ullon, ,J ohn 

llryan
, W

illiam
 

• S
pringu

r, John Roa
d,., J

noio
ph Jlowo, W

illinm
 Jll,·C

11rt_y, ,Jol111 1'/cr,HI, 
J

ai11011
 C

on"el'IIO
, Sylvolll.(l

r Lyon", Ju!f(."
vh l:lt.owart 911

,I A
l,•x. llcnui.o. ,11.

Jt appea
red in evidence that tho dofonJant W

Iii!
 hunting Jucka-

thnt 
ho elm

t at a duck in tho river
, lcilfo,I it, an,I tl 111 hull 1tlu11, ·ing •t ,u, an

g
lo of nlx,ut tw

onty-fivo clngr
o,...

 hit plaiutiff',.
 coll an,I kill«.J

 it 111,..,. 
D

efendant ndm
ittod

 t J10 killing, hut c.m
t.undo<l tl111t it """

 a...
-.;i,lcnual, 

ai1d that ho uught noL 14>
 bo

 charged
. 

Thi,,, jury ,li,I 1m
l agr-oe

 on II ver
dict, 111ul w

ere diao
bar

ged
. 

A
 new

 jury WOii
 fort

bwitJ 1 u
111•w

1noll' 1l ant.I
a w

orn
, OO

M
iat

ing or thu rollowiug po
n1<)D11

:
Jolm

 
U

oylo, F
or.rm

an
-

J>,.viJ T
rainor, A

rt
hur O

'II
D

m,
, .Jn,.,,t, 

Loo
t"bo

roug
h , J

cao
 W

illoi,,
, JA111

011
 JJroo

b
, H

am
ucl H

11m
cl, l<:0

11n11uul
O

arpc
n�

r. Jr., O
oo

rge O
<>fli

nhorry, J�
I J.'i

,t,J .,, .J,u:oh A
ddi .. 111 111111 

J
atnOII

 ,Ju"
u,· 

T
hi11 jury hrou,.-;l,t i11,.

 vunliut or $111 tu for tho 11fofo. 
tiff. 

T
hiM W

M
 Lho 6r"t DC

tion tri.,J in the, counLy uf l•'airfl
clJ. 

A
t tho O

oto
bo

r t.o
m

, of tlio L'OllrL tJ,iil yo11r l'l,ilc1111•11 Jl lll.-c
hcr n1•pc

or
ed

 M
 A

ttom
oy at L

aw. 
W

illi11111 W
. T"

in 1111,I 1':lij,.1, U
. �forvin L-om

num
cod

 tl,o f 11'11
cti,·o of 

law in thia or tl1c following year. 
A

t tho .f unc ton11 of I HO:!. 
1':111anul'I C11r1�•11h•r, ,,,m

., 
N

ntl1:111i1•I 
W

il"'-m
 11ud A.

1n1111a
 l) , ,J111111, ,JuNti,:oM 1111 tl,u hond,, ch,• ••nu.rt.

 oril,•r.'<I 
the Hhuritt' to tuku t,, lnxun,lur W

J,i111, A
UA,m

11y nt l,11w
, intn r11"1tMIJ, 

and com
m

it him
 to prill(m

 for ono hour, for alriking ltn
lx•rt '4'. lilnugh

te
r, a1to

 an A
tt-O

m
oy at J,a

w, in prc11C
m

:o of clu:ir 111,non, •hon in ,.. ., • . 
Ilion. 

I note, thiH ,.j
r,

.'1tDJl'loni:o In �1,.,w chat tho �"urt, 11t that Oll
rly J>e

· 
riot.I

, did not 11utfor u. n i111ligni1y to I'"""
 unpuni•li ,-J. 

T
ho lir11t oo

urt
 11r •

num
 plc1L�, for Fuirfi

cl,I tJOtm
ly, n0cr th

e lituLo 
of O

hio had
 boo

n ad
m

iltod
 into

 tlio U
uion, 00

111111cn=
I i1H -

i
on in 

M
ay, 1808. 
P

1111111111T-
W

illia
 S

illim
an, l'ru,,

iJ('n& of tho :!,I Ju,li,·ial C
i rcuit. 

.A
••oa

atea
-

S
am

uol C
1&rpontor, lluniul V

anm
ct.•r 111111 W

illicm
1 ln

·in. 
A

t thiil
 IIO

IWl
ion tho oourt opJ H•i11lc1I llugl, lluylo C �lorlc. 

Sam
uel K

n
t&

or w
ntinucd to act u

 Sl,orilf, and Jolm
nthan L

ynd
, 

C
oro

ner. 
T

ho following po
l'IK

ln,. worn
 im

11annolod ancl awom
 D

H
 juro

r,,
 ut thi11

 tr.nn: 
U

kAMD J
u1n•-

D
aviJ u

-
, 

}�1rem
m

,-
Jlc1ckiul1 l-lm

ith, •'""'""
 

B
roob

, r-
M

ouo
n, T

hom
u

 lt..'fl,., .fo11c1•h flunte.r, l lenry J\li,' "'
, 

JMo
b 1..am

b, Jo.bn lllcM
oc

n11, Tl,,m
,,.,,

 C
j,..

.,o, 
J•' rn

Jcri<:k J
...,

atlH!
n,

, 
T

hom
u

 M
cC

all, J
011e

ph W
ork, Jam

oe
 ll

lac
k, J

ohn Shi11lor, Joh
n W

ill,.
 

an
t.I D

aTid S
bellonbar

gor. 
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P
ll!Tl

'l' J
vu

-
G

eo
rge

 C
olli

obeny
, F

or
maGA

-
J

-
B

11D
ter

, 
J

-
•

 W
ilaoo

, A
lu

ui
der W

U-
, lau

o W
illiui

, G
eo

rge
 K

ea
r, �

uel O
upe

ole
r, jr

., W
illiam

 R
uper

. John
 N

e,i
l.)' , A

bnbaa
 �

, Will


iam
 D

am
 ui

d A
lu

ao
der Sao

denoo
. 

Io 1808, B
oaH B

on
• wu

 appo
inted

 C
lerk of th

e Supre
ip

e O
oun

 
for Fai

r1l
elcl co

unty, aa
d held the offi

ce until hill deada
. 

C
O

N
V

E
N

T
IO

N
 E

L
B

0
T

IO
N

. 
T

he lint
 po

p,l
lar

 elect.Ion
 held in the oow,

ty of Fald
elcl w

u
 for

 iw
o

m
em

be
n

 ol th
<t C

onven
tion to

 fonu th
e O

owi
titution

 9f
 th

e BtaM
 of

O
hio. 

r, wok
 pl-

on tbe 12th of O
ot.o

be
r, 1802, aa

d th
e follo1riD

g
wu

 the
 -

IL of
 tb

e po
ll : 

1'A1
1111

uel C
arpe

nte
r, 118D

., reoe
ivc,d 

H
enry

 A
bl'IUll

a, 
Ho

be
rt

 F. S
laughter, 

P
hilem

on B
eec

her, 
W

illiam
 T

rim
6le, 

811111
uel C

arpe
nte

r, 
Swunel K

ratae
r, 

E
be

nese
r Lari

m
er, 

IJ
rice

 Sterri
t, 

llngb Bo
yle, 

Th• tw
o finri.

 nam
od were electe

d. 

228 Tot.ea.
 

181 
168 
144 
124 
16 4 1 1 I 

T
ho m

em
bo

flt
 of the C

onvont.ioo -
Llttd at O

hilliootb
e on lbe 6n

t 
day "( N

ovem
be

r IH02, 1111
d orgaow.d

 Ly' Liu, olec
tion of D

r. E
ow.uo 

T
1n

1N, P
reiiiJ.,nt, an

d T
uo1u.a BooTI'

, Becrota
ry, an

d afte
r fram

in
g th

e 
fir

st coollti
tutiun of the Stato of O

hio, adjourn
ed 

th
e 29th

 of th
e au

ue 
m

onth. 
T

be oonatitutiou waa
 not suLm

ittod
 to the peo

ple, but to
 C

oo

�
 for appro

val-
a.n

d oil tho i111.
 d.

y of Jllllru
h, 1808, th

e State
 of 

O
hio wu

 ad
m

itted into th
e U

nion 118
 a ao

veroign
 Sta

te
. 

I& ill
 D01f

 th
e 

th
ird

 in po
iat of J'Opulation an

d wealth. 
'l'be fo

llowing ..,..,
 brief hiogra

phiUB
 of tho tw

o m
em

ben
 of the O

on
Yen�

 fro
m

 tlio co
unty of J<'airtielJ : 

J..:
111.ANUaL C

ARrKNTIUl
, 81tN., w1111

 lic
1ru

 in l•:.U-
1 to

W'Dllh
ip, L

nnou
ter 

oo
unly, ill

 the P
rovince

 or l'enn•ylvunia, on the �d day of O
oto

be
r, 

17 -i3. 
H

is
 IIJI068

to
rw

 wero fr
om

 tbu Canton of H
ern

e, Swit.&e
rland, from

 
wbenoe

, ou acco
un

t of tlio po
l"IIOO

utiou1 of that Jay, they em
igrated to

 
A

m
i,rica,

 and f ro
m

 W
1LLIAM J >11:111•, the (ou111lor of P

eowi
ylv1111ia, ao

qn
irod a lar

ge Lod
y ,.r lurul oo C

uooMtoga and l'i11ua O
rve

b
, in La

nou
te

r co
unty

, upo
n which thu Aubjeo

t of tbia
 aketo

h wu
 Lo

ro. 
H

o 11e
rvod

 
u

 a L
ieute

u.n
t in tbe W

&r
 uf the R

evolution, and on hie return Cro
w

25
 

1e
rvioe

, wu
 fre

quently oboae
n lo rttl trol!(

lflt tho oounty of L
m

,•H•tcr in 
th

e G
eneral A

llll8
1nLly of his native Bluto, 

H
e wn" 11 ruou,lt,•r ut the 

tim
e G

en. W
 ABUINllTIIN adtlr-

,d a !Wi
t "l 'l"'"l lo thl\1, h,Nly f,,r ""l 'l 'liett

,
without whiob, be would bavo boo

n oou,pollut
l to 1.,., .0 diil\111n.J,,,I hi,, 

w
lferin

g tr oo
l "'· 

'Ji111 appe
al was prom

ptly m
et, aud u111inly hy the e:i:



erliollll
 of M

r. 8.t,
11 1•1CNT1111, ""

 ono of ti,., L'Olllm
itw

o "l 'l "•iuto,I fnr tli■t 
pur1NN10

, in furn
ishing 110011.,y unt l otl11,r m

urul,.
, tlm

ruhy lbo l',•nn�ylvn• 
Di

a lino in ao
rvioo wuru roliev .. ,\ of their wanu

, MD
d tho gloo

m
y ''""'"' of 

th
e oo

untry
 aobly aullta

inod. 
In tho year

 1800, M
r. C

A.
K

P
K

NTl:
K

 rem
oved fr

om tho State
 of I,;. na

tivity, u
d eo

ttlttd in tho H
oo

k hoc
king V

alley, nlllll'
 where thu to

wn of 
La

ncas
te

r now sta
orui. 

A
ftor tho organiza

tion of the 81.iL
te

 ill l!'.108, be 
wu

 eloo
te

d 1111
d se

rv
od for 110

veral yean,
 H

 A
111100

i11te
 J u.Ige

 of tho oo
urt

 
ef

 co
m

m
oo plou

 of �',.irfi
eld oounty, 

'J'ho in6m
,itioa of "Id 11go p,..

 
ing upo

n him
, an

1l a d011
iro fo

r ropo,<
o, induce

,1 him
 to

 rutiro
 from

 pnl>
lio life ae

venl
 yoani

 bo
foro hill Joalh. 

llo plllll!OU
 tho w

t yean,
 or bis 

li!e at tho hoapitable res
idenoo

 of l1iM new-
kio1111

1an
 M

r. Lh
.n

o U
AJ\PKN

• 
H

R, near Lan
CMte

,-. 
H

e died on the :.!OtL of l\laro
h, 18:.!ll. 

Il
e wu

 a Cum
er Ly pro

fo811
ion -

of indu•lrioua
 anti tem

pe
rato hal>

ita
, of a 110

un
d ■nd dillOrirn

inating m
ind -

11,lum1ted in 011d HJM•ko �he 
E

ngluih u
d O

ennan languago,,
-

a m
111

1 or 11trict intugrity •n,I putrio&. 
io

 fooling, an
d dioJ u

 he bad lived, bo
nring tho ohlU'11ctor of nu hon�

t 
m

an
. 

I-I
BNIIY A

BII.A
MB wu

 bom
 in the county of ll

oo
kingluun, i11

 tho P
ro

viooo of V
irginia in 1758. 

IliH 1111c011
tora wero fro

m W
ale•. 

In l7C.5, 
hi• fa

thor, of tlio �
 nam

o, ru
111ov��1 hi• fiunily I◄, U

0<lfonl ,-,uoty, 
P

on1111ylvania, and lif'l6r a short ro
HiJonco

 in U
o,lfor.J "'°""

"d tho A
 11&

ghony M
ounta

ina, w
ul fixed his po

rm
rmont 11IMHl0 in Turkoyfi••t .... u1,..

 
m

eut, now
 part

 of 8om
onie

t co
unty, P

o1111•ylv1111;11. 
H

or.• y,,11,11-: lh
tN· 

aY A
n11.A11■ oo

ntinuo,I to ro,,
i,lo until l 7!lri, wl1t•n ho "'11igr

11tUtl into and 
N

tllud
, fo

r a ahort tiiu.,, in O
lu.rk .,.,unl.y K

onlurky. 
In 1707, ho ro111ovud hiil fa

m
ily &1111 orn

ul1t<l l,i• ,,nhin 11IM111t nno
m

ilo 
bo

low lho city of C
hilli�.otlio, O

hio, wl ... ro ho livu,I until t.hu ,priug , ,f 
1801, when be purd

111110
d, at tho ,w

)U/1
 of tl,o 11111,lio lmul11 in 1l1111 yenr, 

in C
hillioo

tbo, a tract of laml loo arul 11 h11lf m
iles rm

rth-ww,t of L
un

oasto
r, l<'

airfi
old co

unty, w
horo ho Hpunt tho "'m

oindt!r of hiN ,lay�. 
Soo

n All
er the ail1ni�Hion of O

hio inlo lho l lnion hu WWI
 0l1•1:h,il nm

l 
ae

rv
od tw

o oo
nfftitut,io11al te

rm
" n� A

11110,,int11J
ui.lg11 of tho cou1111uu plc,111 

oo
urt

 of Fairfi
old oo

unty-
wwt appo

int.iii nw
l •cn

•.,.J 1111
vcrn

l y,•ur. u• 
T

ru
ate

o of th
e O

hio U
nivora

ity, 1&1111 IA•,k II J.,,,,, int«•r""t in ils �ucoo
""
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1111d
 uaefu

ln-
. 

H
e alao

 118
1T

ed
 in

 variowi
 oth

er m
inor a111

-
, all

 w
biob 

he lll
ed

 w
ith

 l!ignal
 utm

ao
tion to

 al
l oo

noem
ed

. 
In 111.at.

ure
 be w

u
 abou

t si
x fee

t in
 beighth

, an
d re

m
ar

kably w
ell fo

rm


ed
-

w
ell oaloulated

 lo
 endure

 extr
em

e fatigu
e, a n�

 qualill
oa

tion 
for

 a pionee
r 119

ttJer. 
A

lthough hill ed
uuti

on w
u

 lim
ito

d Lia m
ind w

u
 

nat
ural

ly 11tro
og an

d hia. dil!Orim
ioatioo qoi

ok-
in

 hia l:,a
bit.A

 he..,
.,.

 oo
r

reot
, an

d in hia fri
endJi

bipB
 ai

noe
!'11

 and oo
natan

t. 
H

e bad a floe t.u
te

 
(or

 m
u"io, 

an
d w

u
 natural

ly gi
ven to

 good
 hum

or an
d hilari

ty. 
H

e 
w

u
 of a kind an

d ohari
ta

ble d.iepoe
ition an

d of alm
oli

 unboun
ded

 hoe
pltal

ity. 
H

u
ar A

au.1111 W1III
 a farm

er
, an

d a good
 one-

w
u

 fo
nd of hill

 rifl
e, 

aa
d an

 11100
1lttnt hunt.e

r. 
In ear

ly tim
1111

 it w
u

 hie 01111
1.o

m
 to

 lln
ot

e a 
m

onth
 or m

ore to
 the puniuit.

 of w
ild gam

e, aud by that m
ellllll

 furniah
ed

 
hill

 fam
ily w

ith pr
ovisi

ons for th
e fo

rthoom
ing year

-
a grea

t re
lief at, •

 
tim

e w
hen pro

visiona
 of a be

tte
r kind oo

nl
d not be

 bad. 
O

n the 28th
 of N

ovem
be

r, 1821, he olOlled
 a life of nse

fuln-
, in

 
th

e 69th year
 of hie ag

e, an
d hill

 re
m

ains lio in
 t.h

e famil
y burial

 gro
und 

of hia 11<>
n-in-law

 O
m

. 8.a.NDDII
ON, in L

an
Ollllte

r. 
M

R
S. 

R
U

H
A

M
A

 G
R

E
E

N
.

I oao
not oloae

 .tbia
 lect

ure
, in jWJti

oe
 to

 m
y own

 feelinga
, w

ithout giT
ing a bri

of histo,-y
 of th

e life, oa
pti1ity

 by the lndi111111
, a.n

d IJllff
erin

p
 of 

M
ra

. R
un.lllA U

n
u

, ono of th
o ear

lie11
t eo

ttlera
 of F

airfi
el<I oo

unty
. 

M
n

. ltuHA
IIA O

IUUIN
 w

as
 bo

rn
 an

d raiaod
 in j

eff'el'IIO
n ooun

ty, V
ir

gmia
. 

In 1786, 11be m
lll'ri

ed
 a M

r. C
B.lll.

r.ae
 B

JLD
DB

AOJt, an
d w

ith 
him

 mllll!
od the m

ount.
inll

 an
d 11&

ttl
ed

 at I.he m
outh

 of Short
 C

ree
\:, on

 
th

e eas
t ban1'

 of the O
hio river, a few

 m
iles

 abar
e Wh

.;,
ling. 

A
t th

at.
 

um
e, an

d for 1te
n

ral
 yean

 af\M
r , th

e Indians
 w

ere
 t.r

oubleao
m

e, an
d 

m
ad

e freq
uent attao

b ou the new
 se

ttlem
ent.

, killin
g an

d ca
pturing 

DlUl
Y of th

e llett
lera

, an
d des

tro
yin

g an
d carryin

g off
 th

eir
 pro

pe
rty. 

O
�

1&11
 

B
1LD

111U1
A01t w

as
 a bra

ve and reeo
lnta

 m
an

, an
d had

, on 
m

an
y . OOOlllli

ona
, diati

ngniahed
 himlle

ll in re
pellin

g an
d dri

ving them
 

t-
k. 

T
he Indiana

 having felt, on m
ore

 than
 on

e ooou
ion, the ell'

eote
 

of
 bis

 1111
re

 aim
, an

d dead
ly ml

e, had
 det

ermi
ned

, at
 all

 �
. to

 kill 
him

. 
O

n a beau
tiful

 lllimm
er

 day in
 J

une, 1789, an
d at a time

 w
hen 

it waa
 thought that th

e enem
y bad

 aban
doned

 th
e w

este
rn

 lh
oree

 of the 
ri

ver to
 the ae

ttlert1
, O

BA
aLSI

 B
1LD

U
H

OK, hill
 w

ife an
d broth

er
 J

.a.
ooa B

1LDDII
AOK, �

 th
e O

hi
o, to

 loo
k afte

r ao
m

e oat.
t.l

e, w
hich 

had
 bee

n plaoed
 llla

ere
 110

m
e tim

e befo
re

, fo
r putnre

. 
A

fter
 reachin

g t.h
e 

.bo
re, an

d �
 th

eir OIID08
, a part

y of h
diaoa

, flf\een
 o.r tw

enty
 in 

11111D
be

r, rubed
 out from

 a
 am

buah
, 6red

 upo
n \h

em
 llll

d w
ofln

ded
 

2
1 

J
.a.oo

a B
tLD

DII
AOll in

 th
e sh

oulder. 
C

har
le11

 atte
m

pted
 to

 m
ak

e hie
 

-
pe

 by ru
nn

ing, bu
i the lndian

11 bad too
 w

ell m
atured Lb

eir plawi
 -

he w
u

 11UJTO
un

ded an
d I.a.k

en. 
J

aco
b re

turn
ed to

 I.he canoe
, ,-.)

died
 

outinto
Lbe

11tream
an

d
gu

taw
ay. 

In the m
ea

n I.Db
e M

rt1
. B

ILD ...
 ACll, 

unpe
rce

ived
 by the foe

, hid
 hen

elr in 110
m

e drif't,.
w

ood
 near the ba

nk of 
I.he river. 

A.a
apo

n M
 the Indiana had 110

0urud C
har

le", by bind
ing hi,, 

arm
• w

ith 11tra
pt1

 of buokNkin leather, proparato
ry

 to
 a h1111

ty re
trea

t, a.nd 
not be

in
g able to

 diaeo
ver her biding plaoo

, oo
m

po
lled him

, by threat.,t
 

of im
m

ediate
 death, to

 ca
ll to

 her to com
e to

 liiru. 
W

ith a hope
 aC

 ap
peas

in
g thoir fu

ry, he di,l ao
. 

Bbo heard him
, but m

ad
e no ana

w
er. 

"
H

ere," to
 uae

 tho w
or, IM of tbiit goo

d w
om

an
, "

a BLru
ggle too

k plaoo
 

In m
y bre�

 w
hich I CA

nnot 1la111J
rilltl

, 
Hhall I go to

 him
 and 1-

,m
e • 

priilo
ner, or •hal

l I rum
ain -

return
 to our cal,in 111111 provi,lo for a.n

d 
ttik

e oar
e of our lilr

o ohil,lrou." 
H

u HhoulAlt
l to hur a IMle<

m
J tim

o r.o 
oo

m
e to

 him
, •

ying lo hor "
that if •h,i oheye,l po

rhap• it w
ould lll'I

 the 
m

ean
a or sa

vi
ng hie life... 

She DO longer hllll
itate

d -
Jen her pla1.'C of 

u
fo

ty, w
ent to him

 an,! surr
en,ler.•,l her1<C

lf R pri110
nor to hi• •avagc ""I '" 

to
rt1. 

A
ll this too

k placo in full \'iuw
 of their oo

hin, on the oppo�ite 
aide of tho ri

ver, and w
boro

 they hnd left.
 their tw

o ehiTdreo, one a MO
n. 

abo
ut tw

o yeara
 of age, and the otbe

r a daughter, a babo
. 

1'
he IodianH 

know
ing that they woul,I be

 punnu�I 
WI

 Hoon 
WI

 tho now
s of their ,i,.it 

roaehed LY
 etoo

kade at W
hee

lu,,:, 
oo

m
m

encod their rer.reat. 
M

n1
. 

B
tLDBRIACK and her huaba

nd tra
veled to

gether that day an1l tl1'l fol
low

ing night. 
N

ext m
orn

ing the Indian
" ""l''""ted

 into tw
o ban

dH, one 
tak

ing B
tLDF.RBAOK, an,I 

tho other hiH w
ife, am

l oo
ntinued a w

e11
tw

ard 
oouree

 by different ro
uteB

. 
In a fe

w
 dayH the band having Mn

. H
ur 

DBRBAOK in ouatod
y, rellll

hed the T
u11C11

ra
w

u
 river, w

hero they encam
p

ed, and w
here

 th
ey w

oro
 IIOO

n r1•joinoo hy the 1,and tl1at hB<
I her hu11-

ban
d in obarge. 

H
ere the m

urdore111
 ei:J

,il,ite
,I hie lk'

.nlp, at the to
p of 

a po
le, an

d to
 oo

nvin
co her that they hB<

l killoo
 him

, pullod
 it dow

n and 
threw

 it into
 her lap. 

81,e rooo
gnizo

d it at oooe, by the rednl!N
 of hiP 

hair. 
She sai

d n
othi

ng -
nuul

o no com
plai

nt. 
[n her gri

ef ahe •ilun,:,. 
ly than

ked th
em

 for 11par
ing her tho m

ort
ilieal

ion of w
ito11M

ing but hor
rid dea

th
. 

It w
u

 evening-
Ir

r OD.I'll
 pained

 w
ith te

rri
fic w

hoo
pi

 and 
yell, of the 1111

vagea
, an

d w
ear

ied, 
hy co

nstan
t 

tra
veling, Nhe ree

lined
 

�
n•t a troo

, foll into
 n pro

foum
l •foop an,! lhrgo

t all her •uffi
,rin�

 
until m

orn
ing. 

W
hen ftho aw

oke lhll lklalp of her m
urdered

 hu sl•�nJ 
w

as
 go

ne, an
d 11be never learn

ed
 w

hat be
ca

m
e of it. 

A
e IIOO

o 
1111

 the 
oa

pture or B
1LDKR■ACll W

RII
 known

 at W
hoo

ling, a part
y of 1100

Ul8 ""
l 

off
 in pun

uit, an
d too

k the trai
l of tbe ban

d tbat bad
 ta.Ir.

en biru
, and fol-

! I ii 
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lond
 1111

tll th
oy 11-ws

nd bla bod
y. 

Jlo bad
 boo

n !4al
ahaw

lred
 an

d -1
p

ed
 !IID

d appueo
tly b■d 1de

red
 a lingering

 death
. 

The
 IOOG

U
 th

e11. r.
tum

ed
. 

T
he Ind.lan

e, in a day or
 tw

o aft...
 lbo

ir m
oo

ting a&
 th

e �


ri•er, let\
 with M

no
. B

1LD
n

u
oa: fo

r Q
eu-

lo
WD■ OD.

 tho
 B

ig M
iUD

i ri
l'

er. 
0.

 JMO
biog their

 pl-
of d•

t.inaao
n ■h

e wu
 �

 into
 a funi

ly. wilh whom
 ah

o -
tlouod

 Ln
 re,,

iclo un"I n
l�

 fro
m

 oapt.M
ty. 

Sho roaaln
.od • pri.o

oer
 aboul nlou ruunlha, po

rf
orming

 \Ii.
 L.

bo
r 1111

d 
dru

d
ge

ry
 of the eq

ua-n
-

suob u
 carrying in m

oat
 from

 th
e bllDting 

gro
und., prei-Jin

g an
d drying it, 111llkiog m

oc
k�

 logg
ingw

 1.11
d o6b

or clothin
g fo

r t.be
 fam

ily iu w
hich �ho w

ae
 plaaed

. 
.A

fle
r hor

 ad
op

tion 1he auEo
red m

uuh from
 tl10 ro

ugh .aa
d filthy m

an
ner

 o( In.dim
 Ji.,... 

in
g, hut bad

 no oaueo
 to

 oom
pL.in or ill-ve

atm
ont otherwiee

. 
Io • fe

w m
ootlui

 di.o
r her ca

pw
ro 110

m
e friendly Indian

a infom
ied

 th.
 

oom
m

ao
dan

t al
 F

orl
 W

aa
hinp;ton (nuw O

inuinu■ti) that
 a w

hi.to
 W

om
■II 

W
M

 held ill
 a&

JJ'l
'fity at tho 11iam

i W
WDI

I. and th
at it w

u
 to

ld &h
em

 Ib
o 

wu
 l&k

u
 neu

 W
hee

ling, V
irgi

nia
. 

T
hia led lo inquiry

, m
d it w

u
 

IOOD
 -

11.l
in.ed

 that
 tho wom,n

 IIJIO
R

D of wu
 M

n
. B

n.1>m
•o11:. 

l::lhe 
W

M
 r■D8111D

ed
, and

 bro
ught into

 th
e fort

, w
hore

 ahe wu
 reoe

ived
 an

d 
tro

ated
 in th

e m
oll&

 hoe
pita

blo m
-

er by tbe oitiu
na reei

din
g at

 th
at 

po
•t. 

A
t\A!

r remai
ning a fvw weekH at th

o fort
, 11bo w

u
 placed

 in a a..
 

noo
, with

 a 1uita
ble gu

ar
d, and 110

nt up tlie rivor lo lier )one)y
 o■Lin, and 

to
 the om

br11C
e of her tw

o orphan cbildrtin. 
She then

 �
 th

e 
m

ountai
ns, an

d ae
ttled

 in
 b.

.n
ativ8 county. 

In 1791, M
re

. B
1Lo•u

•o11: m
an

ioo
 M

r. J
om1 G

asa
, an

d in 1798 
they em

igra
ted

 to tho H
CHl

khoa
king V

alley, and ae
ttled

 aboa
l throe

 m
iloe

 
wee

l o( Lan
uui.r

, 'lf
h6NI

 she ga
vo birt

h 1,9
 I.be 6nt

 white
 m

al
e ohild in 

F
ai

rfi
eld co

unty, and •
here sbo oo

nLinuo,l to
 rOM

Je un
til the tim

o f!f her 
death. wl,

iel, w
e-

uj
 al, ut ..

 Inc 3
www

11 ag
o. 

She aun
ived

 her lu
t hue

ba
n,I al,out '"" y�an,

. 
M

f'II
. (h1H

N livo,
I I.ti

 "n ad
YAn

CICICI.
 ag,,

, hn
ing. 

thruul(h • l1>ng Ii(., of 11a
nahino a

n,I �l,..J
e, dlllll

hargo4 I.b
e 'far

ioUJ1
 dnti1111

 
of wife. m

?th
er and neighbo

r. in I.be m
""t exen,plary

 m
1111

ner. 
T

hu fo
rego

ing n•rrat.i
•o I ha

d fr
<>m

 l\f
ni

. <ln
u

 bonie
lf, eiroo

�
 tho 

pa
rt.

 lhat n-
lAt.ea

 to
 the 8COU

l3, whioh I hacl from
 tbe late

 C
ol. C

1u,u
v

 
W

11.1.u
11e, of C

oebocto
o, w

bo WM
 ono of tbo pun,

uing part
y. 

A
N

C
I

E
N

T
 

F
O

ll'J'l lt lO
 A

T
I

O
 N

S
. 

T
b111"6

 are
 ae

'fO
ral an

oient furt.itl
OA

tiou
 in

 th
o oou.n

ty o( F
ai

rl!
old. 

Th
e m

08'
 n«.od

 one ui that upo
n the heigbta

 of th
e Boc

k M
ill, te

'feo 
m

i.lea
 nonl>-

wCNll
 of 1-

0Mte
r. 

T
ha fo

ll09i
ng i,J a ftff

61
 and

 deecri
11-

29 

lion. by l!l.. O
. SQUlU

 an
d E. JI, D

.v1a, 1m
J 11ubli•IAAI

 by ti,.-Mm
ith

sonian
 luatitute

 : 

Q
 
.. .. 

"
T

hia w
ork

 ia rem
arkable u

 l,eing tho only one entirely rugular
 iu 

ita
 plan, whioh hu

 yet boo
n di11C

overe
d oo

oupying the sum
m

it ,:,fa hill. 
It is situated

 on the roacl from
 I.nncu

te
r, Jo'ai

rl!
old co

unty. O
hio, to Co

lum
Lue, ti.

 a
pitnl of tho Slntu, aovon m

illlll
 Jjytant from

 tho fum
ier 

plac
e, near a po

int known
 u

 tho 'H
oo

kboc
king ni\'or lipper J,'11II�.' or 

'Roo
k M

ill.' 
It oo

osUIU!
 o{ a sm

all aq
u11ro 11101111

uring fo
ur huntlred 

an
d twenty fee

t on each aide, in com
bination with two sm

all oirclllH, one 
hundre

d and twenly-tlvo a.nJ two hu11Jr0<l 1m
d ten fool in <lia111oll'r ,....

 
ape

ctively. 
T

he hill is nearly two h111ulro,J foo
t in height, with o •light,. 

ly undulating plain of 11111all extent on
 its

 sum
m

it. 
T

he work" ar
o 

1111
 

arranged that tho am
all oirolo oncloaing thtl m

uund ovorl,N>kl uvcry
 Jlllr'l

 
an<l oo

m
m

anda a wi,ln prot1peo
t on every l1nm

l. 
T

nwar,I• tho brnw oflho 
bill, al prom

inont JH•int.t
, aro two olipti01&I 1.,rraoo

• nr olovationH of •m
all 

size. 
T

ho 1id
1111

 of the aq
uaro ond

oauro o,,rro,1wm
,l to

 lhu o■nlinul l "'inl8. 
T

he walls, o:1oepting tho86
 of tho oiro11l11r st.ruoturo, ar

o very light. nnd 
unaooo

m
pa

nied by a ditch. 
T

ho
 work i• <!lnArly not of a dofonNin

, ori
gin, anJ m

WII.
 be

 01-
l

 with
 thoao

 of "im
il...-

outline ooo
upyinK tho 

river terra
ce

,." 
T

hore Ii, a.lM
 a (orl

, or ft,rt
itltmtion upu

n thu llaugh11r fu
m

, •i• 111iloA 
in ll nortb

om
 diroolion fro

m
 J.u

,caa
tor. 

It 0011,iHI• of wall.N in ,liruo
t 

lino•, an
d oo

nt■iu
 IA!

n or twolvo HON
lll. 

In B
ern

e to
wn

ship, live m
i\OH

 l,olow Lanmu,to
r, and near

 R
ea

m
'• M

ill, 
ar

e, I 1111
1 w

ld, fol&I"
 fortillo�tion•, of oq

uaro fon11H, anJ lying adjn<"t•ut lo 



:m 
eao

h oth.,r. 
A

ll the forui
 l h11v11 m

entioned ar
e enoo

m
paaed

 by
 1"l

la
 

fro
m

 two to aix
 fo

et in height -
an

d have gate
way,. 

T
O

IH
�Y

T
O

W
N

. 
T

hill wu
 1111

 and
ont Indian

 to
w

n, an
d thiokly Po

pulated
 by the D

el ..
 

w
ar

e anti W
yan

dotte
 tribee

, provioUB
 to

 W
ayne'• tre

at.J in
 1795. n

wu
 p;ovem

ed by a D
elaware

 C
bief oa

lled T
o•.n

, fro
m

 which tbe ear
ly 

ee
ttler11

 n11111
ed

 it T
obe

ytow
n. 

It.a loc
ation ill te

n m
il1111

 wellt
 of J..anou

te
r, on the eo

uth
om

 bo
und

ary
 11( U

loo
m

 to
wnehip, Fairfi

eld oo
unty. 

In 
1799, H

ORATI
O C

u
u

, and W
1L1t1lflOlf L

u
a, wilb

 their fam
iliea em

i
grate.

I fn•m
 B

ed
fom

 on
unty, P

11nnAylvM1
a, 11D

d ee
tded

 near
 the tow

n. 
T

hey w
nro the fin<

t 110
ttlur11 in tho noighbo

rhood
. 

JAND
 K

■LU
Y 11Dd 

B
aoAD C

oL■ ee
ttlod aoo

n af\er. 
C

i.ARK built hill ca
bin in 1igbi

 of the 
to

wn
, 1111,l at thiA day, the original

 plat iii oo
vered

 by a Bne oro
hard of 

fru
it trnoM, plan

to,,I hy his own
 han

di,. 
M

as. R
111111:

C'CA C
u.

a.:, the ven• 
orahl <'

 r<'lio of H
m

u.
TIO C

LARK, M
JI that in plowing np the ground 

wberl' tliti to
wn Mtood

, thoy freq
uently foum

l old gun barr
ela, knive1, 

bullet&
, t,ipe

e, bite
 of 11ilver, an

d hum
an bo

nes
. 

The m
ai

u to
WD had 

bee
n ,le11

troyed
 abo

ut lite tim
e of th

e tr
eaty of O

N!llll
ville, Ul

d it wu
 

ll&
id tlu1t it w

u
 done by a part

y·of white peo
ple fro

m
 the we■tem

 part
 

of V
irgi

nia. 
N

otwith8tan
ding it.II deetro

otion the Indiana eettled
 round 

abo
ut it, 1m

d were living tb
ore when C

LAM
 an

d LAN■ m
ade •

oir 11ettle
m

ent.i
. 

T
ho nan

1M
 of the C

hiefs, or prinoipal m
en of the tribe

e bei
ng 

abo
ut T

ol >1:•Jto
wn ut the tim

e of the appe
lU"all

ce of tho 11.nt
 ee

ttlera wore 
B

tLLT W
u

Noo
n

11, C
111t11.

()LS
K Jo11N 1111d Su

Nouco Sro11■. 
T

h
were

 thoir E
ngli11h nu

-
-

tboir Indian nam
e■ a.ro

 not reoo
lloc

ted
. 

H
o1u

T10 C
L.U<K an

d W
11,K1Nso11 L

AN11, afl.e
r having lived IOD

g li>'M
 

of uRefolneu
, not only to .t.hem

ee
lvea an

d co
m

m.
uni

t)', but to
 the new 

oo
untry of their n,loption, ban

 long a.inoe
 ni«ted

 fro
m

 their labor■. W
n

,
ICJNBON l,A N

"
 .,,

 ....
 the f11ther of llu

,ccoA C
u

u
. 

She ye& liYM
 and en

joy• the rOll
}IOO

L of tho 1 •r(!IIQ
nL generat.ion. 

1t1<:M
IN

l8Cl-:
NC

Y.8 ·o
F TH

E W
AR

 OF 18.12;
 I 

T
l1 11 folluwlng 11re co

rroo
t liati,

 of tw
o (l(

lm
pw,

ioa
 oo

m
m

11D
ded

 by C
api.. 

(ho
KUK �AND&lll!ON in tho war with O

�
 llritai

n : 
CAM

PAIGN
 OF 181!-

VOLUNT
EERS. 

T
hiw c

om
pan

y w
an m

ieed
 in the m

onth of A
pril, 1812, in the co

unty 
of Fllirfi

old, by volunt...'</r enro
llm

ent, for I.b
e La

nn
 of ono year

, and 
fom

1e1
I J"'

rt <1f tl,u Ro
gim

enL of O
hio V

olUlll-ee
ra

 oo
m

m
1111

ded by Col. 
L

.&W
IB c .. �a. anti W&N

 eapLuro<l w
ith the whole or Ole A

m
erica

n arm
y 

at Fort.
 D

etr
oit, on the 161.b /\.

ugu
et, 1812,.by I.li

e B
ritillb arm

)' under 
G

eneral B
11ocK -

an
d 1111

ll"erod to
 return

 hom
o on paro

l, and not ee
n

e 

3) 

aganat
 GT.

at 'B
ritai

n until 11•chA11gt,�I. 
Tl,at

 exchan
ge

 did not
 ta

b
 

plaeo until M
ay, 181'. 

A
 few

 of the, m
c,n wore

 ao
 H

M
porat.od

 a1. th
e 

dh<gr
aoc,

ful oo
nduel of O

on. U
uu

., 
OIi

 that unfort
unat.o

 00Cl&lri
on

, Lhal 
I.b

oy dill
re

KUd
ed

 th
eir paro

l, an
d joino.l O

oneral H
u

111111011 in the apring 
of 1813, an

d oo
ntitr

ued in ac
tual 11e

rvieo until the dec
iHiv" battle of tbe 

T
luun

ee
, in Clfr

u,da, g
ne Pl'-

it, tho DQrth-wOlltll
m

 portion of the 
U

ni
ted

 Sta
tee-

C
apt..

 8.a.NDU
.ON wu

 ooo of thom
. 

T
hu com

pan
y wu

 ful
ly orguiled

 on th
e 19th of A

pril, l ti I:?, hy th
o following nam

ed
 ofli

ce
r : 

Cap
tai

n, G
ao

. 8ANIID.IO
"-

/
.iet11

m
ant, D

AYID M
cCu

a-
.&u

ig,,
. 

lft.oo
L

.uu,n
. 

• �
gt!mw

-
John V

anm
ete

r, John Bm
itb, Jam

e11
 Larim

er an
d l11&ae

 

P
ainte

r. 
C

ory
ortrl,

-
Jam

ot1
 W

hito
, D

nniel flud110
n, Ilo

be
rt

 C
un11i11ghao

11111
d 

W
illi1U11

W
�

. 
P

n·r,or,•-
G

eo
rge B

ak
er, W

illi11111 Jlruhc
ok, n

1111i"l JJalrnr, U
ulM•rt 

C
11nninghain

, John D
uga

n, Jol,11 J>11vi11, W
illiam

 l<,lnoun,Lo, Jl,.
,.,,. Jlita

pa
trick, J

ohn H
ilM

, C
hrh<topher llilCtO

, Tl,om
a,,

 H
an

ly, Phillip llin<'", 
A

rohihald D
arn

ell, W
illiam

 Jcnkiu .. m
, W

illia111 Jenkin11, Sam
uel Jolw

-
110

n, lBU
O Finkbo

ne, John K
irley, Jol!Ml

ph Lofll
la,ul, John C

ollin8. 
C

hu-
lee

 M
u-t

in, John .M'Intirc, .1-
,1, l\luntti

ith, J11n111<
 M

ontoitb, Jaco
l, 

M
ullan, D

aniel M
iiler, W

illiam
 l\k

 l)ono.1,1, W
illiam

 l\l 'C
lung, llenr:, 

M
artin

, W
illiam

 N
eL!o

n, ,JOH
eph O

l111m
, e .. m

eliua l', .. t, W
illiam

 Ray, 
John Swiler, D

llll
iel Sm

ith, J
1100

h Sharp, 'l'hom
u

 Short, Suu11ol W
ork. 

J010e
pb W

het.o
n, H

enry
 Shoupe

, ,John JluJf"nui.n
 am

l S11111
uel N

olan
 . 

CAM
PAJGJII OF 181:1-

1-&. 
T

hia com
pany w

u
 enli11tod in Liu, 11pring of the ye11r 11H

3, f'or the, 
to

nn of' ono yoar, in the counlillfl
 of },'airfi

eld, l�ran
kin •nd D

elawan,
, 

anti a p<>
rt

ion fro
m

 the W
 e11to

m
 lle,oe

n
e, ga

inc,l l1y attaolm
um

t from
 a 

oo
m

pan
y ao

m
m

andecl 1,y O
apta

in A
Pl'Lll(IATK, of' T

ru
m

l,ull uu
unty, O

hio, 
and fonn

od part
 ef' the :.!7th U

egim
tm

t of U
nit,,,I Stale• Infantry,,,..,, .. 

m
an

ded },y C
ol. G

IIO
ROI! P

AUL, of ll6lm
m

,t county. 
T

he I"'"'
 of 1 1.., 

co
m

pany wu
 in tbe ba

ttlo of 1h11 1'han
ic11, on th-, htl, O

ct.t,INJr. 
T

he, 
m

cm
borA

 of lbe -
pa

ny woro
 liom

,nal,IJ ,lilklhDrgoJ
 DL lfon

 80011,y, 
(D

etro
it,) in th

e apring an
d au1111nl!r or Lho year

 11114. 
ll

on
AT M

oa
KIB0N, of D

elm
ont oo

unty, wu
 L

ieut. O
olunel, an

,I T
noNu

 l'AW
LAND, 

of C
olum

biana co
unty, M

ajor or 1111
i1l �7th R

egim
ent. 

T
ooy are

 all 
dead

. 
T

he oom
pan

y Wl.l!
 ofli

ee
re

d u
 folluwe: 

C
np

tm
·,., G

IIO
. 8ANDKIII

O" -
l,I /.

iNl
. Qr

. N
tut

er
, A

■NKIII. P
. Il1&

"•v -
2d f,,inJb

., A
ROAY B

uTT
Lllll

, A
N1>11111:w lluBUNJ<LL J

ouN H
. M

u


FOKD, A
BRAHAM F1111-

SJ L
it11II., Ju

 lllo1<111-
/o:,u

ig,a
, W

N. H
.&Li.. 



32 

&r
g.a

'IIU
-

h
�, Job11 V

an
m

ete
r; 2d, Cha

noe
J O

ue
; 8d, R

owt
 

Su
,,;le,-

; 4th
, John N

e1l,Ung
; 6th, Lu\bw

 �


C
t>,,-..1'

-
111&

, John D
uga

n; 2d, John O
ollin

ga
; 8d P

et.o
r G

are
y; 

4.th, Sruith
 H

oad
ly ; '5th, 

J)anicsl T
. B

artho
lom

ew. 
M

u,-
iei

am
-

J,;hu 0
. Sharp, dru

m
m

er, an
d A

d111111
 D

«
'· fifer. 

l'rivoa.
-

W
illi&m

 A
m

lcsn,on, J1111Cl
ph A

ndel'8C)
n, J�

 A
tk

io,
1 J

o,
 

11e1
ph 

A
lloway,, T

h•1111u
 U

oyl, Juhn Ha,tholom
ow

, John B
erryman

, 
H

enry B
i:1J.•r, 

A l ,ral1a111 H
art

hulonu1w, 811.D
1uol B

anholomo
w, J

aioca
 

l:S
r .. l�n. �heM

nn H
oo

l-
, J11m

011
 H

n.wn, John B
eaty, Eti

 B
rad

y, C
hu

. 
B

ur.lin,111
, ,1.,.

n H
a11�••n10, ll1u1i .. t U1.Ji

n
, John D

u-
y, Tbo

m
u

 D
il

ling,i
. Uaaiul BcsojaJuin, 11,•nry ('a'k•, t\ro

hiliald C
&M

J', JOIMl
ph

 O
lar

k, 
H

olden R
. C

oUinft, Il
iad°" <lro

m
en�. 01,..,,te

r P. C
abe

· , W
illiai

o C
ad

y, 
N

athan C
ue

, O
hane,i

y C
lark, A

lm
on C

arloto
n, Ste

phen C
oo

lr., D
avid 

C
m,,

1 ,y, J
6/IM

 D
a,·i", A

•
 U

napor, W
11hor D

unham
, G

eo
rge D

au
ghert

y, 
E

no.• D
o..-oni

, B
,:mjam

ua
 D

aily. John li!
vanJ1, J0110

pb F:l
linrer, P

et.fr, 
Fulk, Jobo Fo111

y1he, D
aniel J.'ilk.11, ,J,,lm

 FaiJ, E
phriam

 Gr
lm

oa, W
U

eon
 L. _GatGa

, Elnatbaa
G

rogo
ry

. JO>'C
pb O

iboeo
n, 8am

uol G
auee

, John 
H

unt, Jam
e,,, H

agerty, J
OIIUl

h llinkluy, ,Tolin H
all. Frod

erick
H

artmao
, 

D
a�i•l H

ugi,�. l'crlin H
al

uo
,ol,, John llart

or, Jac
o!, H

ead
ly, John B

ar-

be
ntt

,n, John lcu
, A

111l1roo
o Joiue, Ja11101 JooCM1

, John Johmto
n, Ju

. 
J1e

k110
n, John J,. John11C111, ,fohn K

ish,r, J·llll
lee

 K
incai

d, G
eor

ge
, K

y►
 

ioger, ;Jonath
an

 K
ill.ti

m
illor, Rum

uul K
inid111An, Joee

ph Larimo
n, Fred


erick l�

era, H
enry

 L
iuf, J\

111011
 ),t,

on■rd, J\JorinDIJI
 W

. Lo
onar

d, W
m

. 
La

ne.her, John M
o'C

lung, l'el<t
r M

illor, lllorr
iil M

u
OD

ny, Jo11e
ph ]\fo . 

O
lung, Joh

n M
oglw

ayve
, Jt'n

ncin M
uC

luud, lloeo
a M

errill, John M
o

Can
h

y. J011
hue 111

11.llun, jnm
111o

 llf
ore, T

hom
u

 M
ap,,e

, John M
olJride, 

W
m

. M
'Clair, H

enr
y, M

oin•, A
ndrew

 l\lillor, John M
cConoull, A

lex . 
M

cC
...-

d, W
m

. H
"l 'er, h

achar
 N

iokur�
n, G

eo
. O

aborn
, G

eo
. P

iu-
b
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&

m
uel P

ra
tt, 

P
ow

ell P
ain, �

nj. llurkh11rt
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or, A
rz
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P

ior<'.a, John H
ay, D

avid H
idenour, W

m
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ed, O
ea

. R
aphy, 

J<;lijab 
Ro

geni, A
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ph Stra

tlur, llt,nry ShaJly, Chriat
ian H

. Sm
ith, 

Perr
y Spry

, John 8un,lerland, Chri"lilln 8hypowl!r, D
avid 8ovol'II
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So

ven,
, H

enry
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, H
enry C. Stra
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So
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oh Shoup, Ch1Ls. Sm
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T
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T
he sound 11f the w

orn
ls111a11's axe shattcn

·d the sile,K
e of 

the O
hio w

ildern
ess during-

the srn
nm

l·rs of }j
l)(I and li97 as a 

sm
all party of trail blazers tm

dn
 l :, ,le 111el Ebenezer Zane opened 

a rich new
 land to c-ivili1at ion. 

< lnl_ v a frw
 yl'ars before, that 

sam
e forested area w

est and 110rth of the O
hio R

iver had been 
the hunting preserve of the Indians. 

T
he savag-es had not given 

up w
ithout a struggle-

but a losing-
struggle it w

as, and peace 
reigned in the O

hio country w
hl'n the Zane party set out to estab

lish the first road through the w
il!k

rn
ess. 

In the follow
ing pages, the authors of this historical sketch 

w
ill attem

pt to describe the nl'cd for Zane's T
race, the circum


stances under w

hich C
olonel Z;1m

· w
as com

m
issioned to estab

lish the road, the im
portance of the T

race to the settlem
ent of 

this part of the N
orthw

est T
erritory, t1·avel m

ethods and condi
tions, and the road as i t exists today. 

A
 road across the O

hio C
ountry w

as needed in 1796 be
cause the region w

as at last opl'n for legal settlem
ent. 

B
oth 

F
rance and E

ngland had kept the region closed to em
igrants. 

\,V
hen F

rance ruled the W
est, the C

olonists thought they could 
m

ake better use of the land-than jully c
o

u
r
c
u

r
s
 d

e
 b

o
is

 packing 
furs' to Q

uebec or gaunt priests carrying the crucifix to Indian 
villages. 

A
fter the C

olonists hclpl'cl E
ng-land de feat the F

rench 
and Indians, they expected that the W

est w
ould be opened. 

T
o 

their disgust the E
nglish king kept them

 under his thum
b on 

the rocky coastal farm
s a 11<1 g-a \'l' I he \,,Y

est lo I he Indians. 
In the R

evolutionary \V
ar the C

olonists took the N
orthw

est 
T

erritory from
 the D

ritish. 
T

hen thl'y w
ere so determ

ined to 
push across the O

hio R
ivn

 that C
, 111gress estahlishe<l Fort I far

m
ar to keep squatters out. 

l\k
anw

hile Indian claim
s to the 

region w
ere quieted hy trcaly, am

t thc O
rdinarn

:e of J7g7 pro-

3 



4 
z .. , N ,,:·s T

11Al'E 

vided for the kgal sctlk
111t·11t w

hirh started at M
arietta. 

ln 
a final flare-up of Indian rl'sistanre, "M

ad" A
nthony \Vayne 

defeated the tribes at Fall,·11 T
illlhers in 1794 and a w

ave of 
em

igrants rolled acruss the ( )hio. 
M

any of the em
igrants \\'n

c iarm
ers . 

T
hey needed a road 

to reach new
 farm

s . 
E

astn
n land soon becam

e exhausted un
der the farm

ing-
m

etlw
ds 111· I hat I im

e. 
F

ertility and production 
dr11pped aftn

 a few
 1,m

n)',T n
11ps het·aust· m

odern m
ethods of 

fertilizing w
ere unknow

n. 
T

he llllly escape from
 poverty lay 

in 1uigratio11. 
W

hen E
a:-.1 n

n farm
ers heard that corn

 g-rew
 

nine inches in one nig-hl i11 < )hio, their lingers itched to g-uiclt 
their plow

s through the rirh O
hio soil. 

O
ther 

em
igrants 

W
lTe 

R
evolutionary 

veterans. 
T

ht:y 
needed a road to help them

 reach their land claim
s. 

T
hey had 

i ct:cived m
ilitary pay in tln· form

 of land w
arrants. 

M
a11y of 

them
 had fought for the \\'l'st tw

ire-
-oncc against F

rance and 
,m

ce ag-ainst E11glallll. 
l .ikl· the C

. L's after \,V
urld W

ar 11, 
they had ld

t tht:ir jobs tu lig·ht and they w
anted econom

ic im
k

pendence a·t once. 
L

and claim
s in O

hio prom
ised that inde

pendence. 
Settlers in K

enltK
kv also needed a shorter land route t11 

Pennsylva�ia. 
W

hile I;1dian . w
ar m

ade travel north nf the 
O

hio R
iver dangerous, K

l'11tuckia11s took the long journ
ey over 

Boone's W
ildern

ess J{oad t11 carry m
ail and visit their fam

ilies 
in the E

ast. 
B

ut a ftcr the l ndia1\ threat w
as rem

oved, they 
needed a shorter land n

111!e. 
T

ran
:) hy the O

hio H.ivL·r to 
W

heeling and Pittsburgh w
as slow

 and dangerous. 
Ice locked 

the river in w
inter, and sand hars hlocked the channel in sum


m

er. 
U

pstream
 travel against the current w

as alw
ays painfully 

slow
. 

A
 land route linking-

the 1 'cnnsylvania R
oad w

ith the 
Lim

estone R
oad in K

entucky w
o11lcl speed m

ail and travel. 
T

he pioneers w
ho 

\\'l'l'l' determ
ined to push back the fr

on
tiers and establish their ho111cs in eastern

 and south central O
hio 

w
ere fortunate to have had a m

a11 of C
olonel E

benezer Zane":-, 
vision and qualifications t11 help pave the w

ay for their m
igra

tion into the w
ikk·rn

css. 
It is diflin

1lt to im
ag-ine a m

ore com
-

ZAN
E'S T

RACE 
5 

pctent 
trail-blazer 

than 
this 

V
irginia-born 

frontiersm
an 

of 
D

anish descent w
ho had lived on the eastern

 fr
inge of the O

hio 
w

ilderness for tw
enty-seven years before he undertook the gr

eat 
task of opening that sec

tion of the N
urthv,·est T

erritory to� 
settlem

ent. 
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M
ap o

f Z
ane's T

race show
ing counties of lhe N

orthw
est T

erritory 
in 1797. 

B
orn in the P

otom
ac valley on O

ctober 7, 1747, E
benezer 

Z
ane started w

estw
ard at the age of tw

enty, accom
panied hy 

tw
o of his four brothers, Silas and Ju11athan. 

T
hey arrived 

at the m
outh of W

heeling C
reek on the O

hio R
iver in 17

6
9
, and 

founded the tow
n of W

heeling the follow
ing year. 

H
avinJ! 

chosen a strategic spot for a settlem
ent, near the head of navi

gation in the O
hio R

iver, E
be

nezer Zane soon gained title to 
all. of the land w

here W
heeling now

 stands, and becam
e the 

recognized leader of the new
 settlem

ent. 
l le w

on his m
ilitary 

title of colonel during w
hat is know

n as I )unm
ore's W

ar, a brief 

�-
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ou tbreak w
hich centered in the W

heeling district. 
D

uring this 
W

ar C
olonel Z

ane w
as m

ade disbursing agent of m
ilitia at 

W
heeling and as such w

as virtually in com
m

and of F
ort F

inn
castle, w

hich he re-nam
ed F

ort H
enry tw

o years later in honor 
of G

overnor P
atrick H

enry after V
irginia had renounced her 

allegiance to G
reat Britain. 

H
e further displayed his m

ilitary 
leadership in the defense of that fort in 1782, the battle having 
been term

ed the last of the A
m

erican R
evolution. 

It w
as dur

ing this fam
ous sic�e that C

olpnel Zane's sister, B
etty, ran the 

�antlct of Indian arrow
s to replen

ish the fort's pow
der suppl y 

and w
in for herself an im

m
ortal place in frontier history. 

T
he m

an w
ho petitioned C

ongress for perm
ission to estab

lish a road across O
hio had m

any qualifications, not the least 
of w

hich w
as his hardy, frontier fam

ily as w
ell as that of his 

w
ife, E

lizabe
th M

cC
ulloch Z

ane. 
T

hey w
ere hunters, scouts, 

and Indian fighters. 
M

oreover, they w
ere schooled by ex

peri
ence in the special problem

s that confronted the im
patient arm

y 
of em

igrants, m
any of them

 R
evolutionary w

ar veterans, w
ho 

sought to m
ove w

estw
ard to claim

 land far rem
oved from

 the 
increasingly crow

ded coastal states. 
C

olonel Zane helped these people find elbow
 room

 by cutting 
a trail through the forests and, although not a highw

ay or 
even a road in the sense that w

e think of them
 today, it proved 

adequate first for pack horses and soon for covered w
agons and 

stagecoaches. 
D

eing a m
an of vision, C

olonel Zane w
as aw

are that the 
road w

ould develop rapidly as the result of heavy travel. 
T

he 
succeeding century and one-half have dem

onstrated how
 w

ell 
he planned. 

Zane's T
race, m

odified in certain places but still 
follow

ing in general the route of his original path, rem
ains 

today the shortest overland route betw
een Z

anesville and M
ays

ville, and betw
een m

ajor interm
ediate points along the highw

ay. 
T

here w
as a selfish reason for C

olonel Z
ane's interest in 

the T
race, but no doubt his determ

ination to further. these in
terests should be

 included am
ong Zane's qualifications for blaz

ing the trail. 
H

e had so extended his holdings at W
heeling 
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that he ow
ned all of the present site of that city. 

H
e had also 

set out a vast orchard on W
heeling Island. 

H
is stake in the 

future of his settlem
ent of the O

hio river becam
e so great that 

he w
as led to apprer.iate the need for a road that w

ould develop 
the O

hio country and enhance the value of his ow
n holdings at 

W
heeling. 

F
ort H

enry at W
heeling

 w
as und

c-r com
m

and of E
benezer Z

ane 
charing the J{evolu

ntionary W
ar. 

A
fter Z

ane com
pleted his contract w

ith C
ongress, he re

turned to his hom
e at W

heeling and left the sale and develop
m

ent of his O
hio tracts to his relatives. 

H
e w

as honored by the 
use of his nam

e for the C
ity of Z

anesville on his M
uskingum

 
land. 

H
is tom

bstone in the W
alnut G

rove C
em

etery on Fourth 
Street at M

artins F
erry, O

hio, has the follow
ing inscription: 

1'ln m
em

ory of E
benezer Z

ane, w
ho <lied 19th N

ovem
be

r, 1812,
in the 66th year of his age. 

H
e w

as the first perm
anent in

habitant of this part of the w
estern w

orld, having first begun 
to reside here in 1769. 

H
e died as he lived, an honest m

an." 
W

e have already pointed out that C
olonel Z

ane had selfish 
reasons, although they w

ere in the public interest, for desiring 
to establish his T

race thn
m

gh the w
ilderness. 

It w
ould have 

suffi
ced him

, no doubt, to open the new
 road w

ithout cost to 
the. governm

ent, except for the fart that it w
as im

possible for 
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him
 to <lo the job alone. 

H
is helpers deserved pay, and ac

cordingly the shrew
d W

heeling colonel bargained w
ith Con

gress for perm
ission to loc

ate his R
evolutionary land w

arrants 
in the form

 of three 640
-acre tracts at the crossings of the 

three principal rivers betw
een W

heeling and M
aysville. 

In order to obtain from
 C

ongress the right to establish the 
road· through O

hio, C
olonel Zane-

a logical m
an w

ho had a 
great deal of com

m
on sense but com

paratively little form
al edu

cation (as evidenced by th
e m

is-spelling s w
hich appear in alm

ost 
every line of his w

ritings )-
drew

 up a petition w
hich sets forth 

eloquently the need for an overland route betw
een W

heeling 
and M

ays"'.ille w
hich, he claim

ed, w
ould save 300

 m
iles on a 

trip betw
een Philadelphia, l 'ennsylvania, and Frankfort, K

en
tucky. H

is zeal to put across this point m
ay have led him

 to exag
gerate the m

ileage benefits, how
ever, for he gave the distance 

from
 W

heeling to M
aysville as 190

 m
iles. 

A
ctually today, over 

a road that has been slightly shortened from
 that built in 1797, 

the distance is 230 m
iles. 

C
olonel Zane did not w

ait for C
ongress to authorize him

 to 
build the road. 

In his petition, dated M
arch 25, 1796, he dis

closed that he had already, at his ow
n expense, em

ployed a num


ber of 1aborers, and ha<l m
ade considerable progress in m

ark
ing and opening the road so that it w

ould be passable for travel
ers on horseback. 

H
e told Congress that it could be converted 

into a good w
ag·1111 road al m

111leratc expense. 
A

cting w
ith a speed th;,l is unfam

iliar to present-day legis
lators, Congress granted him

 the contract on M
ay 17, 1796. 

T
his contract im

posed several requirem
ents upon Colonel 

Zane. 
H

e w
as required to com

plete the path betw
een W

heeling 
and Lim

estone hy January I, 1797. 
H

e 
w

a
s
 also required to 

operate ferries across the M
uskingum

, H
ocking, and Scioto 

rivers as soon as the path was open. 
T

he contract provided that 
Zane should have his (i4

0-an
e tracts at the river crossings sur

veyed at his ow
n expense an<i send plats of them

 to the T
reas

urer of the U
nited States. 

Zane opened his T
race in 1797 and 

Z
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had his tracts surveyed later the sam
e year. 

But the <lt'ed for 
the three tracts w

as not signed by President Julm
 A

dam
s until 

February 1 7, 1800
. 

W
ith the contract from

 Congress in his pocket, Colonel 
E

be
nezer Zane picked his crew

 of w
orkm

en. 
I le sdected his 

brother Jonathan for his know
ledge of the trails. 

H
e took both 

Jonathan and his son-in-law
, John M

cIntire, as principal part
ners in the labor and profit of the venture. 

W
illiam

 M
cC

ulloc
h 

w
as doubly related: he w

as a nephew
 of E

benezer Zane's w
ife , 

E
lizabeth M

cC
ulloc

h Zane, and his w
ife w

as the halfbreed 
daughter of E

be
nezer's brother Isaac and his W

yandot Indian 
w

ife. 
John G

reen, E
benezer R

yan, Jam
es W

orley, and Levi 
W

illiam
s have also been listed am

ong the laborers. 
A

n Indian 
nam

ed T
om

epom
ehala gave his know

ledge of Indian trails to 
the expedition. 

-.::
 

-.,..
 

.. -
�

 -
�

 
-::::-:-

.--
-• .,...,<:

 

Le
ft to right, John M

cIntire, Jonathan Za
ne, Ehenezer Zane, and 

Ind
ian gu

ide T
om

cpom
ehala arrivinf at the M

usking
um

 
R

iver w
hil.c cutting Za

nes T
race. 

T
his party prepared to cross 230 m

iles of prim
eval forest. 

T
hey had to take w

ith them
 enough food and cam

ping equip
m

ent for the round trip. 
Zane filled sacks w

ith flour, corn 
m

eal, bacon, salt, sugar, potatoes, beans, and coff
ee for his crew

. 
H

e took iron kettles and skillets for cooking-. 
Ilear skins and 



10
 

Z
A

N
E

'S 
T

R
A

C
E

 

blankets for heds w
ere collec

ted, and tents w
ere packed for 

shelter in rainy w
eather. 

T
he m

en sharpened axes and m
ade 

spare axe handles for the w
ork of cutting trees and blazing 

the trail. 
T

o carry this food and equipm
ent, Zane undoubtedly 

had pack hor!-c·s w
ith halters and be

lls. 

M
ail carrier leaving B

lack H
orse tavern on E

ast M
ain Street 

in La
ncaster. 

A
lthough the party left no record, w

e can im
agine that 

every m
an had an assi gn

ed duty. 
In advance rode Colonel 

Ebenezer and Jonathan Zane on horseback to select the route. 
T

hen cam
e the axem

en to cut sm
all trees and blaze the path. 

Bringing up the rear of the little caravan, John M
cIntire prob

ably herded the packhorses. 
A

 w
riter in the C

incinnati C
om


mer

cial G
azette for M

arch 19, 188
7, told that one of M

clntire's 
hands w

as crippled because of a m
usket accident at W

heeling, 
and that one lc-g w

as shorter than the other. 
Several accounts 

say that M
cIntire acted as hunter and did the cooking w

hen the 
part

y cam
ped for the night. 

T
w

o m
en stood guard over the 

horses and provisions w
hile the others slept. 

A
 bright fire w

as 
kept burning dm

ing the night to drive w
olves and thieving

Indians aw
ay. 
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T
hus equipped and organize,!, the party started to w

ork. 
A

lthough Chillicothe w
as the only settlem

ent on the route, the 
forest had been pierced by lll(li.tn trails and paths cut by w

hite 
arm

ies. 
Colonel Zane m

ade use of these old paths w
hen they 

suilcd his purpose. 
N

ear till' eastern
 

border of 
G

uernsey 
County he struck the M

ingo T
rail and follow

ed its general 
course to the m

outh of the L
icking-. 

A
lthough A

. B. H
ulbert 

said there w
as no trail from

 that point to Chillicothe, E
. H

. 
Church and Clem

ent M
artzolff describe the M

oxahala T
rail 

betw
een those places. 

Zane probably used the M
oxahala T

rail 
to Chillicothe. 

From
 that tow

n to the O
hio R

iver he follow
ed 

the trail cut in 1787 by Colonel R
obert T

odd's expedition on the 
w

ay from
 K

entucky to punish the Indians at O
ld Chillicothe. 

K
ini; Louis P

hilippe
 of F

rance w
as entertained hy M

r. and M
rs. 

John M
rlntire rn their hew

ed-Joi.: rahin on Za1w
's T

race. 

T
here is a legend that Congn

·ss c• im
pelled Colonel E

benezer 
Zane to drive a team

 of horses anu w
agon over his T

race to 
prove that it w

as opened. 
M

cK
clvy said in his history of Bel

m
ont County that Zane actually drn

vc a w
agon over the trail, 

but it w
as done "at the peril of his life." 

W
e know

 that lhis is 
pure legend be

cause Congress m
ade no requirem

ent of that kind 
in the contract. 
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T
he c om

pleted T
rare w

as a narrow
 trail for m

ail carriers 
on horseback, hut not w

ide t·111m
gh for w

agons. 
T

he Z
ane party 

cut dow
n the brush and cl111pped blazes on trees, but the T

race 
w

as never surveyed. 
T

he lirst m
ail carriers over the new

 T
race 

rode on horseback Leneath the spreading branches o f great oak, 
beech, elm

, m
aple, and sycam

ore trees that shaded the path. 
In 

som
e places their horses rl:1t1ered along the w

ind-sw
ept ridges 

of the divides, and in , 1tlw
r places they sw

ished through the tall 
grass of creek bottom

s. 
F

11r dozens of m
iles the m

ail carriers 
saw

 no living-
creatun

·s exrt'(•t startled deer, slinking foxes, and 
other w

ild anim
als. 

F
or five years, from

 17')7 to 1802, little w
as clone to im


prove the T

race. 
N

ew
 sl'!tlers packed their household goods 

on horses and cattle and w
alked w

ith them
 from

 the E
ast to 

O
hio. 

T
hey carried g-uns and knives as protection against rob

bers. 
B

efore the T
race w

as w
ide enough for w

agons, som
e 

fam
ilies cam

e up the rivers hy canoe. 
L

evi M
oo

re and his party 
from

 M
aryland floated their goods dow

n the O
hio R

iver in 
17

1)9 and then paddled and p11led up the H
ocking R

iver to their
farm

 near L
ancaster. 

111 the sum
m

er of 
18

00
 John M

clntire's
fam

ily and servants brought their hm
1sehold goods dow

n the
O

hio and up the M
uskingum

 to Zanesville in a Aatboat. 
M

ure
determ

ined m
en cut their w

ay through the w
oods. 

W
illiam

C
raig chopped dow

n the trees in his w
ay and dro\'e his team

and w
agon 11\'cr the T

rare 
from

 
M

aysville to C
hillicothe in

1798. 
John (�reen drove a four-horse team

 from
 W

heeling-
to

Zanesville in 1800
. 

E
m

igrants drove their w
agons w

estw
ard

over the T
race in increasing-

num
bers after moo

.
T

he first atte111pt to im
prove Z

ane's T
race w

as m
ade in 

180
2. 

Secretary of the T
reasury 

A
ll,crt G

allatin w
rote to 

D
avid H

oge, rq
�istrar 11i land at Steubenville, on June 28, 1802, 

that he had dt:.:ided tu han
· a road "laid out and opened" from

 
S1,,11111·11vill" '" I ·1,illi,·"tli,· l.y w

ay of "the place w
here Zane's 

11
111

,
I 

,.,
,

,,.
�

,·:-.
 \\'ill,. l ·rn

·k
" 

lk
tw

n
·n \V

ills C
reek and Chilli-

1 

Z
A

N
E

'S T
RA

C
E 

u 
cothe, the new

 road follow
ed Z

ane's route. 
G

allatin specified 
that this road should cost six dollars a m

ile and be "tw
enty feet 

w
ide at least.·• 

T
ypical em

igrant fam
ily com

ing w
estw

ard ,,11 Zant''s T
race to a 

new
 hom

e in the \Vest. 

A
 w

ag-on road w
as built over the entire route of Z

ane's 
T

race in 1804. 
T

he E
nabling A

ct by w
hich O

hiu becam
e a state 

in 1803 provided that three per cent of the incom
e from

 the sale 
of public land should be used for ''laying out, opening, and m

ak
ing roads." 

O
n F

ebruary 18, 1804
, the L

egislature appropri
ated about fifteen dollars a m

ile fro
m

 this fund for m
aking a 

new
 road over Z

ane's route. 
T

his tw
e111y-fu11t road w

as not 
good by m

odern standards be
cause stum

ps of trees w
ere left 

not m
ore than one foot high. 

R
oads built w

ith the three pe
r 

cent fund w
ere called state ·roads. 

Josiah E
spy called Z

ane's 
route "the new

 state road" in 180
5. 

John M
elish referred to it 

in 18
1
1
 as "the great state road from

 Pittsburgh." 
O

n the old 
m

a ps it w
as also called the W

heeling R
oad. 

E
ach of the three 

tow
ns of L

ancaster, Zanesville, and C
am

b1·idge nam
ed a W

heel
ing Str�

t for the roull' L>y w
hk

h thi� ..... ,,1 ld
r 1hr '""'" f,.,. 

W
heeling. 

''.'l 

I I I I ! � 'L 
·�
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I .ike other pioneer roads over hilly country, Zane's T
race 

w
as steep an<l full of ruts. 

In G
uernsey C

ounty a baby riding 
in an em

igrant w
agon going w

estw
ard over deep ruts w

as 
jolted to the ground and killed. 

A
t the head of M

ain Street in 
Zanesville settlers tied saplings behind their w

agons to drag on 
the �round m

id act as brakes com
ing dow

n the hill. 
T

here w
as 

alw
ays a pile of saplings at the foot of the hill. 

In sw
am

py 
places sapling-s w

ere placed side by side across the route to 
m

ake a corduroy road. 
lt took five days for T

hom
as Sarchett 

and his party to drive three w
agons forty m

iles from
 St, C

lairs
ville to Cam

bri<lg(' in 1806
. 

W
hen Sarah O

ldham
 left V

irginia on horseback w
ith h er 

husband, she carried a sprout from
 an apple tree for a sw

itch . 
She planted the sw

itch at her new
 hom

e in G
uernsey C

ounty 
in 1807 and it is still grow

ing in 1947. 
English traw

lers told about Zane's T
race in the books they 

w
rote. 

W
-F

aux started at three o'clock one m
orning in 1819 

from
 a tavern cast of C

am
bridge. 

A
n hour later the driver 

got out to lock a w
heel, and the horses jerked the coach against 

,. 
a stum

p and turn
ed it over. 

T
he accident gave F

aux black 
eyes, a bruised side, and cuts on his face. 

John M
elish called 

the road "fine and level" in A
dam

s C
ounty, but on the eastern

border of M
usking-m

n C
ounty he found it "im

passable for even 
the strong stage w

agons used here." 
T

hom
as H

ulm
e said i n 

18l'J that the rnacl cast of C
am

bridge "goes straight over the 
tops of the 1n11ner

ous little hills, up and dow
n, up and dow

n." 
T

ravel w
as very slow

. 
F

aux got up at three and four o'clock .;:'"'
 

in the m
orning tfJ spend as ma

ny as fifteen hours a day in the ! 
stagecoach. 

A
t the rate of four m

iles an hour for eleven to 
fifteen hours he spent five days of travel betw

een W
hee

ling
and M

aysville. 
T

ravelers cross�d 
stream

s 
by ford, 

ferry, 
and 

brid�
 

E
benezer Zane ran a ferry across the O

hio R
iver at W

hee
linfi

A
s late as January 5, 1837, W

. G
. L

yford spent one hour in 
hoat w

hile ferrym
en poled their w

ay through floating ice .� 
W

heeling Island. and he spent another hour from
 there to thi

'; 

ZAN
E's T

,u
n

: 
15 

F
erry on Zane's T

race across M
 11�kini,:11111 R

iver at Z
anesville. 

O
hio shore. 

T
he first bridge w

as built across the O
hio at 

W
heeling later in 1837. 

A
 squatter nam

ed 
Ezra (;ntham

 had a 
ferry at W

ills 
Creek w

hen the first settlers cam
e. 

H
e w

as driven aw
ay by 

G
eorge and H

enry llcym
cr, w

ho in turn w
ere ousted by John 

B
eatty in 1803. 

Zacchcus I k
a !I .v built 

a log bridge across 
W

ills C
reek that stood until the ruverc<I bridge w

as constructed 
in 1828. 

C
um

ing com
plained in 1809

 that he had to pay 12} 
cents to cross the log bridge w

hen it had been w
eakened by 

Roo
ds. W

illiam
 M

cC
ulloc

h and 
J lcnry 

C
rooks 

started 
a ferry 

across the M
uskingum

 R
iver at the foot of M

ain Street in 1797. 
W

ithin a few
 years the route w

as changed to Putnam
 by a ferry 

at the foot of Fourth Street and a ford at the f oo
t of F

ifth 
Street. 

A
 bridge w

as built from
 T

hird Street to P
utnam

 in 
1813. 

A
dlard W

elby puulishcd a draw
ing-

of this bridge m
ade 

in 1819. 
M

elish forded the M
usking'llln 0

11 his horse, and C
um


ing crossed on the ferry. 

Zane's T
race crossed the H

orking R
iver w

est of L
ancaster. 

·� 
Cum

ing found a w
ooden hridgc there in 1809, and M

elsh paid
·,\

 • 6.1-
cents to cross a toll bridge there in 181 I. 

B
enjam

in U
rm

ston
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ow
ned the ferry across the Scioto R

iver at C
hillicothe. 

bridge w
as finished in 1818. 

N
athaniel E

llis, started the first 
ferry across the O

hio to M
aysville in 1796, and Jam

es E
dw

ards 
entered into com

petition w
ith him

 tw
o years later. 

Skiffs and 
flatboats dotted the rivt'I" at that husy crossing. 

A
be

rdeen on 
the O

hio shore w
as laid out in 181<>. 

Ferries provided the only 
m

eans of crossing the O
hio River at M

aysville until the present 
bridge w

as built in 1931. 
A

 colorful cavalca<le travd
ed over the T

race. 
P

ack horses 
plodded through m

ud and snow
 w

ith m
ail or freight. 

T
he cov

ered w
agons of the w

estw
ard-m

oving em
igrants lurched dow

n 
the hills and jolted over ruts. 

Stagecoaches carried m
ail and . 

passengers betw
een vVheeling and M

aysville in five days by 
changing horses frequently. 

L
um

bering freight w
agons crept 

w
estw

ard w
ith m

erchandise from
 B

altim
ore and Philadelphia. 

H
erds of horses and cattle raised clouds of dust on the w

ay to 
eastern m

arkets. 
B

usiness m
en, artists, actors, adventurers, statesm

en, roli
bers, and circuit riders used the T

race. 
R

ev. Jam
es Il. Finley. 

w
ith his head sticking out of a hole in a blanket, rode through a 

storm
 to the hom

e of a M
ethodist at Zanesville. 

H
e had som

e 
trouble in proving he w

as a m
inister. 

B
ishop F

rancis A
sbury 

preached at cam
p m

eetings along the T
race. 

A
ndrew

 Jackson 
and H

enry C
lay patroniz('d the taverns on the T

race on their 
w

ay to W
ashington. 

l'rcsiclcnt Jam
es M

onroe follow
ed the 

T
race on his return to W

,1shingto11 in 1817. 
A

t his hew
ed log 

cabin in Zanesville, John l\frln
tire entertained the exiled D

ue 
d' O

rleans, w
ho later beca111c K

ing Louis Philippe of France. 
A

ll travelers faced the problem
 of eating and sleeping on 

the T
race. 

T
hose w

ho had little m
oney could not aff

ord to stay 
at taverns. 

In G
uernsey C

ounty an old w
om

an displayed c akes 
and other food for sale 

0
1
1
 the sm

ooth top of a stum
p. 

vVhen 
A

bel Lew
is w

alked from
 l'ennsylvania to Zanesville in 1800, he 

slept in trees and tied his arm
 lo branches so he w

ould not fall 
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_i F
ort

escue C
um

ing adm
ired the syste111 foll, ,w

ed Ly a fam


·:f seven w
hen they cam

ped four m
iles east ui C

am
l,.-idKe in

:� 
T

he daughters prepared supper 
a

11<l
 baked Lread at a

fire and then sat dow
n to sew

. 
T

he hnys took care of the 
�

h
orses w

hile the parents sat and talh
d. 

\
V

o
11w

11 slept in
tli:

w
agons and m

en spread.bearskins ar11u11d the lirl· i,1r beds.
,:,-. 

.i 
--

�
 I 

• 
' 

'-
-

B
ri<l

l{ e un Zane's T
race acrosll M

 Ulikingum
 I{ iver at Zanesville. 

T
avern

s dotted the T
race at an average of fuur m

iles apart 
for those w

ho could aff
ord them

. 
M

any 
farm

ers 
hung out 

tavern signs in front of their cabins. 
Sinrc travel w

as slow
, it 

w
as necessary to have a tavern close at hand w

henever a coach 
or w

agon hn
1ke dow

n, a storm
 approacllt'd, or night cam

e on. 
C

um
ing m

entioned forty taverns on the T
race in 1807. W

e have 
found references to seventy-five taverns liefore 1830. 

T
avern 

keepers paid license fees of eight dollars a year in M
uskingu

m
 

C
ounty in 1809. Som

e landlords used only their last nam
es, and 

m
any tavern

 ow
ners m

arked their locati1111 w
ith picture sign

s 
painted by itinerant artists. 

A
nim

al nam
e,;-

such as T
he B

uck, 
T

he B
ear, T

he G
olden R

am
, and T

he E
ag·le-

w
cre popular. 

A
 

forest of trees grew
 on the tavern signs. 

Zanesville had the 
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O
range T

ree and the G
reen T

ree. 
T

here w
as a tavern w

ith 
the Sign

 of the C
rossed K

eys in C
am

bridge, Z
anesville, and 

Ch
illicothe. 

T
ired travelers w

ere glad to sec the lights of the inn w
here 

the stagecoach stopped for the night-, or, 
as 

C
um

ing sJys, 
' 'w

here the stage sleeps." 
T

here w
ere com

fortable taverns·, like 
the three-story brick H

ope and A
nchor at Z

anesville. 
B

ut only 
five m

iles w
est of Zanesville John L

ogan slept in a be
d that w

as 
propped up w

ith the fire tongs, and ten cow
s and one sheep slept 

in a dog trot that adjoined his room
. 

T
ravelers often slept in 

roo
m

s w
ith strangers. 

A
t L

ancaster and M
orristow

n, C
um

ing 
found a m

arried couple in another bed in his room
. 

T
he coup le 

at L
ancaster kept him

 aw
ake until late by talking. 

A
s soon as 

he w
ent to sleep, be

d bugs aw
akened him

 and he slept on the 
floor. 

A
t W

atson's hotel in C
hillicothe, A

dlard W
elby st1g

gcsted the w
it's spelling, hothcll, because of the bed bugs and 

the heat. 

B
oth C

um
ing and M

elish traveled tw
elve or fifteen m

iles 
be

fore they stoppe
d for breakfast. C

um
ing stopped at L

ybrant's 
tavern in T

arleton at one p. m
. for a breakfast· of "good coff

ee, 
roast fow

ls, chicken pie, potatoes, bread and butter, and cucum


be
rs� both sliced and pickled." 

H
e paid a quarter for that m

eal, 
w

hich w
as the usual price. 

A
t M

arshon's tavern in A
dam

s 
C

ounty his supper consisted of boiled corn, w
heat griddle cakes, 

butter and m
ilk. 

L
ogan's supper at the Sign of the B

uck near 
M

oxahala P
ark w

as not so appetizing. H
is host set "som

e rusty 
pork, black looking eggs, rough.

 Indian bread and bean soup on 
a table about 18 inches square." 

T
hese conditions of travel existed for thirty years. 

A
s the 

state filled up w
ith em

igrants, they w
anted better roads than 

those that could be built w
ith the three per cent fund. 

In the 
1830's the Zane 's T

race route w
as'im

proved by tw
o m

ethods. 
T

he section from
 W

heeling to Zanesville becam
e part of the 

N
ational R

oad betw
een 1825 and 1830 at a cost of $3,400 a m

ile. 
A

lthough the N
ational R

oad follow
ed the route of the state r oad, 

\ 
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it w
as shifted as m

uch as half a m
ile north or south of the old 

road. 
T

hree-inch layers of crushed lim
estone and substantial 

stone bridges m
ade a speed of sl'ven m

iles an hour possible for 

John M
elish fo�

ling the M
uskingum

 Ri
ver at Zanesville in r8

11, 
w

ith J lope and A
11chor T

avern
 in hackground. 

stagecoaches. 
T

he U
nited States assigned the R

oad to the 
states in 1856, and the Stale of O

hio turn
ed over its section to 

the counties in 1876. 
A

fter the railroads drained traffi
c aw

ay 
from

 the road a century ago , the developm
ent of the autom

obile 
flooded the highw

ay w
ith cars in the 19

20's . 
In 1816-17 three turn

pike com
panies w

ere incorporated to 
build roads w

ith private capital hctw
ccn C

am
hridge and C

hilli
cothe. 

B
ut there is no evidence that the com

panies ever raised 
enough m

oney to start constrn
rt io11. 

T
he Zanesville and M

ays
ville T

urnpike R
oad C

om
pany w

as inrorporated in 1836 to build 
a toll road betw

een Zanesville and M
aysville. 

C
apital stock of 

$600,000 w
as sold in shares of �2:i each. 

T
he State subscribed 

m
ore than a quarter of a m

illion dollars to the project, and in-
�!:· dividuals and corporations invested m

ore than $300
,000

. 
In 

l
t·I 1851 the road w

as in the hands of a receiver, and the creditors
. �4 
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Late in the 11i11ctel'nth century the counties !.,ought 

the com
pany rig- hts. 

T
he part of the old Zane route w

est of 
Zanesville is still calle<l the l\,taysville l'ike. 

··Zane's T
race w

as a g-reat niute of travd
 for forty years of

O
hio's history," according-

to the W
. 

H
. 

ll
eer's 

"
H

isto
ry

 
o
f

Jlro
w

11 C
ow

,ty
." 

A
long-

this n
,ad cam

e thousands of em
igrants 

to lm
y g-overn

nw
nt land at tw

11 dollars an acre. 
A

s the settlers 
cut dow

n the trees and raised a s11rplus for sale, tow
ns <levelo1�

d 
into larg-e trading-

centn
s. 

T
he laq

,:-cst tow
ns along the T

ract· 
g-rew

 111..·ar the thn
:c tracts C11l1111d

 Zane reccivt'd from
 the guv

crn
m

c11l. 
T

he survey of thcsl' three tracts w
as supervised hy 

G
eneral R

ufus l'utnam
 of l\larictta, surveyor-general of the 

U
nited States, hut Zanl' paid the hill. 

Zane sent his brother 
Jonathan and his son N

oah t11 see that the surveys included the 
land he w

anted. 

Colonel Zane rom
plai11cd i11 a letter to Putnam

 against hav
ing the river crossings in the renter of his tracts. "A

tt M
usking

ham
 a Barren hill w

ithout ti111her or Soil" w
ould be included, 

Zane said. 
H

e m
eant that he did not w

ant the present Putnam
 

H
ill. 

T
his letter and l'utnam

's directions to the surveyors are 
p�eserved by M

arietta C11llt·g·c. 
T

lw
y show

 that Zane's tract 
on the M

uskingum
 extcm

led , ,11e-fourth m
ile below

 and three
fourths m

ile ahovc thl' south lint" of the V
. S. M

ilitary Land, 
w

hich ran east and w
esl m

·ar t lic 1111 lilt h o f the I .il·king. M
ariella 

C
ollege also has the "I 'Ian of <,-tO an

t·s of land on the M
us

kini,:-um
 river survcyt·d f11r 

l·J1l'llt'Z
t'r Zane, Esq.," by Juscph 

W
oo<l 0

11 O
ctulier 27, I

 7
1J7. 

Colonel Elw
na

er Za11e dt'l'<k
<l his M

uskingum
 tract to his 

hrother, Jonathan Zam
·, ancl his son-in-law

, John M
cIntire, for 

$100 
1111 D

ec
em

ber 19
, 1800. 

T
he conveyance of the land at that 

low
 price w

as lll1t a sale; it w
as pay111l'nt for their help in open

ing the T
race. 

A
ssured of t'\'t• 11t1ial possession of the land, M

c-
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lntire and Jt,nathan Zane perm
itted \,V

illi;1111 i\lcCulluch and 
H

enry C
rooks to com

e to the M
uskingum

 tract in 17
97 as the 

first perm
anent settlers and operate a ferry. 

l\ld
ntire joined 

the ferrym
en in 1798 and laid out a tow

n ca1led \V
esthourne 

M
al' of Zanc'M <>40 acre:� on the city plat ,,f Z111ww

illl'. 

in 179
1J. 

In the sum
m

er of the next year Ill' brought his fam
ily 

and household g-oods in a llatboat to the cahin he had prepared. 
T

he postm
aster general changed the nam

e ni tht• tow
n to Zanes

ville w
hen the postoffi

ce w
as established in I

X0I
. 

A
lthoug-h the plat of Zant"sville w

as not recon
lt'd until 

A
pril 28, 1802, m

ore settlers kept building l·aLins close tu John 
M

cIntire. 
I .ots w

ere desi�
1ated in the plat ior a m

arket house 

i:: i ; ;17 ji-!�� �;i� F.' I
 



22 
Z

A
N

E
'S 

T
R

A
CE

 

at F
ourth and M

arkel streets and public buildings at Fourth and 
M

ain streets. 
T

he tow
n grew

 faster w
hen it becam

e county 
seat of M

uskingum
 C

ounty in 1804
 and again w

hen it becam
e 

State C
apital in 1810. 

In the division of the land outside the 
plat be

tw
een Jonathan Z

ane and M
cIntire, the section now

 
know

n as the T
errace w

ent to M
cIntire. 

A
fter his death in 

18
15, his w

idow
 m

arried R
everend D

avid Y
oung and lived 

until 1854. 
Since 1\.-k Inti re's w

ill provided that his land should 
not be

 sold w
hile his w

ife lived, her death m
ade possible the sale 

of lots in M
cIntire T

errace. 
Zane's 64

0 acre tract on the M
us

kingu
m

 w
as bounded by South Street, Seventh Street, A

dair 
/\

venue, and a north and south line near R
utland Street on the 

w
est. C

olonel Z
ane did not like P

utnam
's plans for the survey of 

his H
oc

king tract. 
Z

ane w
rote to P

utnam
: "If this is the C

ace 
it involves m

e in greate inconveniences as running south of the 
hauhaukin. 

I m
ust inclose w

ithin m
y section near half the L

ot_ 
of a flag-griagm

ire.'" 
Putnam

 granted his request and gave him
 

land abo
ve the quagm

ire. 
Z

ane appointed his tw
o sons, N

oah, 
and John, as his attorneys to sell his H

ocking tract. 
C

aptain 
Joseph H

unter m
ade the first settlem

ent on the site of L
ancaster 

in 1798. 
T

o attract m
ore settlers, Z

ane off
ered free lots to a 

hlacksm
ith, a carpenter, and a tanner. 

H
e also gave four lots 

at the intersection of B
road and M

ain streets for public build
ings. 

T
he C

ity H
all now

 stands on one lot, and the other three 
are parks. 

W
hen the tw

o Zane sons had the tow
n on the H

oc
king laid 

out in 1800
, they nam

ed it N
ew

 L
ancaster, according to C

. M
. 

L
.

W
iscm

an's history of F
airfield C

ounty, "at the re(JllCst of
E

m
anuel C

arpenter, Sr., w
ho lived near by, in honor of his old

hom
e, L

ancaster, P
ennsylvania." 

O
n D

ec
em

ber 9, 1800
, about

a m
onth after lots w

ere placed on sale, F
airfield C

ounty w
as

organized and N
ew

 L
ancaster w

as m
ade the county seat. 

T
o

avo
id confusion w

ith a tow
n by the sam

e nam
e in P

ennsylvania,

' t f 
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the L
egislature dropped the w

ord N
ew

 from
 the nam

e in 180
5. 

A
 brick courthouse w

as built in the public square in 1807. 
T

he 

BEi n
HO

C
K

IN
(;

 

!1
£E

S
£

 
A.

V
E 

□
ZA

N
E'S 640 ACRES

 
AT 

M
ap

 o
f Z

ane's 6
40

 acres o
n the city p

lat o
f La

ncaster. 

tow
n w

as incorporated in 1831 and it grew
 to cover nearly all of 

Zane's 640 acres. 
T

he Zane tract is bordered by M
aple Street 

on the cast, the alley hct\'/
ccn U

nion and K
ing streets on the 

north, a line through Spring and C
lark streets on the south, and 

a line near Zane Street on the w
est. 

Zane's land on the Scioto w
as less valuable than his other 

tw
o tracts. 

Since the State of V
irg-inia kept the land w

est of the 
Scioto for her R

evolutionary veterans, Zane had to be
 satisfied 
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w
ith 64

0 acres of river hotto111 ,m
 the l'astern

 side of the river. 
V

irginians setllecl C
hillicothe in 17

1!11, the year heforc the T
race 

w
as com

pleted. 
W

hen O
hio w

as or�anize<l in 1803, C
hillil'uthe 

be
cam

e the first C
apital. 

I lu111phrl'y Fullerton Lought Z
anc·s 

tract in 1804 for $5,190. 
T

he tow
11 never sprca<l to the eastern

 
bank, and Zane's tract is still farm

 larn
l. 

.Z
ane's unly sc.-ious· 

m
istake in selecting his la11cl w

as his failure to realize the need 
for a ferry across W

ills C
rct:k. 

\Vht:n he could not ac<1uirc 
land in C

hillicothe, he w
ould have m

ade m
ore profit by choosing 

a tract on the site of C
am

hridg-l' instead of the Sciuto hottom
. 

The Sign
 of th(' O

ran�e T
rt't· Tavt'rll at Zanesville cnt('rtain('d 

1na11y travt·lt•rs "" Zaiw
's T

race. 

H
enry H

ow
e says in his 1/istory vf O

/iio that C
olonel 

E
benezer Zane gave his· M

uski11�um
 tract to Jonathan Zane and 

John M
cIntire because it w

as "the least valuable section of the 
three." 

It is m
ore likely that ht· gave it to them

 because it w
a.� 

the m
ost valuable. 

H
e w

ould n, •l cheat his urother and his so11-
in-law

. 
H

e w
anted to rew

ard them
 for their help in opening 

the T
race. 

A
ll m

em
bers of till' T

race party saw
 that the M

us
kingum

 crossing off
ered unli111ited w

ater pow
er for factories. 
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M
cIntire started to develop this pow

er as soon as possible. 
H

e 
w

as ,an organizer of: the Z
anesville C

anal a11;d M
anufacturing 

C
om

pany, w
hich adm

inisters his furtum
: for the education of 

poor children in Z
anesville. 

A
t the 1940 census Z

anesville had 
nearly as m

any people as L
ancaster and C

hillicothe com
bined. 

C
olonel Z

ane's advance appraisal of the im
portance of his 

T
race w

as soon borne out. 
O

pened in 1797, w
ith ferries in 

operation, it becam
e a post road th

e follow
ing year, w

ith the re
sult that K

entucky and .the entire m
iddle so'uth 'w

ere brought 
closer to the big eastern m

ark,ets such as llaltirn
ore, Philadtlphia, 

and N
ew

 Y
ork, 

A
rcher 

llutler 
H

ulbert, 
in 

his 
If i.rto

ric 
fl ig

liw
u ys 

of 
.·1m

erica, w
rote that Z

ane's T
race w

as "the lirst post r<;>ad in all 
the territory northw

est of the R
iver O

hio." 
111 L

a
11d

 of P
rom

ise 
W

alter H
avighurst said of the T

race: "F
or a tim

e it w
as the 

only road in the w
hole N

orthw
est." 

A
lso--

an<l here again C
olonel Z

ane's original claim
s prove 

correct-
the road becam

e an im
portant link 

in 
the 

overland 
route. from

 l'h,iladelphia to N
ew

 O
rleans, w

ith the result th
at

travel tim
e betw

een these im
portant cities of piuneer A

m
ed

ca 
w

as m
aterially.reduced.

· 
'·

N
evertheless, the ·shortening of distances betw

een tw
o al

ready-settled areas m
ay be

 considered secondary to the fact 
that the T

race opened a vast fertile section of the U
nited States 

to developm
ent. 

T
he em

igrants' w
agons folluw

ed closely be
hind 

Z
ane's trail-blazing party, and it w

asn't long after ferries w
ere 

put in operation across the rivers until farm
 houses and taverns 

began to spring up along the road. 
Som

e w
ere built of logs, 

som
e w

ere of w
eatherboard, and a few

 w
ere built of urick or 

stone--
reflecting the varying degrees of 

w
ealth, 

or 
in 

som
e 

cases am
bition an� building talent , of tht" fr1111tier settlers. 

B
efore the construction of Z

ane's road, em
igration to this 

part of the w
est had follow

ed the principal stream
s. 

H
ence the 

O
hio river and im

m
ediately adjacent territory had been opened 

I I 

·1IJ.. I , . .Jc •
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to settlem
ent a num

hcr of y ears be
fore the densely forested in

terior. 
Zane's T

race opened a pathw
ay into the w

ilderness and 
soo

n becom
e a m

ajor lifeline into the heart of A
m

erica's rapidly 
expanding w

estern em
pire. 

H
ow

ever, it is not to be construed 
that the rivers lost their im

p0
rtancc w

ith the com
ing of the road . 

T
he O

hio river w
as, and still is, an im

portant thoroughfare for 
the m

ovem
ent of freight, and the M

uskingum
, largest of the 

. three rivers w
hich the T

race crossed in the interior of O
hi o, re

m
ained an im

po
rtant traffi

c artery for m
ore than a century. 

A
side from

 its im
portance as a short-c

ut post road and an 
em

igrant's trail, Zane's T
race bec

am
e fam

ous for its indirect 
part in 

a 
now

 
historic 

controversy 
over 

internal 
im

prove
m

ents. 
E

xpenditure of federal funds had been authorized by 
Congress for the im

provem
ent of the M

aysville-L
exington ex

tension of the T
race, but P

resident A
ndrew

 Jackson vetoed the 
hill in 1830 on the grounds that it w

as unsound policy for the 
governm

ent to spend such m
oney for w

hat he considered at1 
in1p.rovem

ent of purely loc
al character. 

P
erhaps the president 

did not understand the im
portance to the entire nation of a high

w
ay linking tw

o sections of the country; perhaps he did not w
ish 

to set a precedent that w
ould result in m

any other dem
ands for 

sim
ilar finances. 

In any case, his policy has long since been 
reversed. 

A
 m

otor trip today over Z
ane's T

race--o
r the roads w

hich 
roughly follow

 the route of C
olonel Z

ane's original trail through 
the w

ilderness-
leav·cs the traveler w

ith a definite feeling that he 
has passed over historic ground, even though few

 of the natural 
features of the country w

hich the T
race-m

akers saw
 arc still in 

existence. 

T
he rivers ;rn

d stream
s are still there, of course, although 

m
uch altered in appearance. 

A
t Z

anesville, there is P
utnam

 
H

ill, w
hich Zall(.' m

entioned, still frow
ning dow

n upon the busi
ness section of the city w

hich be
ars his nam

e. 
A

nd L
ancaster's 

fam
ous Standing Stnne, a landm

ark frequently referred to from
 

the earliest days, now
 dom

inates the landscape at<the F
airfield 

... V
 '').

• 

. "· 
-

/
'·. 

Z
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'\ .. ,,

... : .. -
_:_

 .... ,,
'-'>"'-

c..p...
_�

r 
T

ravelers on Zane's T
race saw

 1liis huilding in Chillicothe, the 
Capitol of O

hio from
 1&:>

3 to 
18

10
 a

11d
 lrolll 

18
1;.i

 to 18
16

. 

) 27 
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C
ounty F

airgrounds, although 
1111L visible from

 the present-day 
route of the T

race through lhl' city. 
T

he rich farm
lands of the 

Pickaw
ay plains south of C

ircleville have changed but little 
from

 early days, and the rt1gJ�ed hills north of C
hillicothe, 

from
 w

hic_h the picture 011 the (�real Seal of O
hio w

as m
odeled, 

rem
ain today a source of inlcn

·stto the traveler. 
Instead' of 'ferries, tlH.' rivl'rS arl' crossed hy m

odern, sub
stantial bridges. 

From
 \V

hl'd
i11g-

to Bridgeport, the broad O
hio 

river is spanned by steel hridgt's leading from
 the island w

hen: 
C

olonel Zane had his ord1ard lo the \Vl·st V
irgii1ia shore on 1111e 

side and O
hio on the other. 

h
·11m

 :\l,a
<leen, O

hio, to lvlaysville, 
K

entucky, the O
hio rivl'r is cr11ssed uy a beautiful suspension 

bridge, now
 toll free. 

A
cross the M

uskingum
 J<iver, the m

odern T
race traveler 

is 
routed 

ove1· 
the 

Sixth 
Street 

bridge 
from

 
the 

busi
ness section of Zanes vi lh.· to I '11 I 11:1111. 

T
he original ferry cross

ing w
as upstream

 several ht11Hln
·ll yards-

near the foot of M
ain 

Street. 
A

t Lancaster the tr;1 \'l•lcr is hardly aw
are that he has 

crossed the narrow
 H

ndd
ng-

I{ i \'l'I"
 by a concrete bridge just w

est 
nf the center uf the city. 

T
he Sd

11to n
ossing al C

hillicothe is 
over au iro11 bridl-:'e lcatling-

frum
 Zane's bottom

s, which a;c still 
farm

ing land, to the city pnipcr. 

A
t C

hillicothe the m
otorist passes the present C

ourthouse 
w

hich stands 011 the approxi111ale sill' of the handsom
e old :;tone 

huilding w
hich served as lhl· S1ate ( ·apitol from

 JROJ to IX
IO

 
and from

 1812 to IHl<i. 
T

his l'ity, so nam
e<l for the In

dian w
ord 

m
eaning tow

n or settll'nl l'nl, \\'as thl' only one w
hich w

as estal,
lished before the T

race w
as m

t. 
I .am

·astc:r rem
ains today a city 

of be
autiful hom

es dating-
fr

11111 the early nineteenth century; 
and Zanesville and 

C
hillicothe 

likew
ise boast 

a_ num
ber of 

architecturally fim
: residences dating from

 the sam
e period. 

Still standing along the T
race today is an occasional stone 

tavern 
w

here 
once 

the 
t ra \'cl-w

eary 
stakccuach 

passc:ng-ers 
found 

rest from
 

their jnurm
·ys arm

ss 
the sparsd

y settled 
frontier land. 

M
ost fam

ous ,,1· tht'Sl' is the form
er T

rd
1er Inn. 
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now
 a private residence in a fairly good state of preserv

ation, 
loc

at ed on L
ick D

ranch C
reek in A

dam
s Crn

m
ty live m

iles north 
of W

est U
nion. 

T
raveling from

 \,V
heeling to M

aysville, one cannot escape
 

the observation there have been num
erous changes in the route 

betw
een the O

hio river and ZanesviJle since the <lay of _E
benezer 

State C
apitol, 

18
10

 to 
18

12
, on site of present C

ourthou�e in
Zanesville, w

ith stagecoach ca
rrying passe111,:u

s on Zane's T
race.

Zane. 
T

here have been a m
1111ber of road-s1raig-hte1iing-

pro
jects 

in rece1H years, although the present N
ati,11ial l lighw

ay (U
.S

. 
R

oute 40
) follow

s in general the path of the pioneers. 
From

 
B

ridgeport, origfrially called C
anton w

hen it w
as laid 

out by 
Zane, the road leads through St. Clairsville ( once calle<l N

ew
els

tO\vn) to M
orristow

n, 
Fairview

, 
O

ld \V
ashington 

( form
erly 

B
eym

erstow
n), C

am
bridge and Zanesville. 

N
ew

 Concord and 
N

orw
ich, tw

o w
d

l know
n places on the road hetw

een Cam
bridge 

and Zanesville, w
ere not laid out until the N

ational I 'ike w
as 

huilt. 
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T
hat sec

tion of the present-day T
race leading from

 Zanes-
ville to A

m
anda, in Fairfield C

ounty, ts ·a· -p
art of U

. S. R
oute-

· ·-
· ·· ·, 

l2. 
H

erc again, the road-m
akers· w

ho follow
ed Zane changed 

the route in m
any places. 

Som
erset, founded in 1810, w

as not' 
on the original T

race, although the m
ain road soon cam

e to pass 
through that Perry County village. 

G
uernsey C

uunty w
as organized in 1810

 at T
ingle's C

rossed K
eys 

tavern on \1\fheeling A
venue in Ca

m
bridge. 

T
he T

race, or M
aysville pike.as this section of the highw

ay 
has be

en best know
n for m

ore than a century, acquires a new
 

route num
ber at A

m
anda, w

hen it becom
es State R

oute I 59 until 
it reaches C

hillicothe. 
P

rincipal historic settlem
ent betw

een 
La

ncaster and C
hillicothe is T

arlton, once fam
ous because of 

N
ye's T

avern, reputed to have been a favorite stopping place of 
H

enry Clay on his w
ay from

 L
exington to the nation's C

apital. 
T

he tavern is no longer standing, but the village retains a his
tori

c flavor by reason of its m
any old brick houses. 

South of 
T

arlton, the road passes through the fam
ous Pickaw

ay Plains, 
abo

ut w
hich early travelers seldom

 failed to w
rite. 

Som
etim

es 
they w

rote in praise of the rich, fertile soil of the Plains. 
O

n 
other oc

casions, they com
plained of the m

ud w
hich, in rainy 

w
eather, bogged dow

n stagecoaches in that area. 

', 
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From
 Chillicothe, the T

race follow
s the present U

. S. R
oute 

SO to a point just w
est of the pioneer tow

n of B
ainbridge, after 

w
hich it sw

ings southw
ard and becom

es State R
oute 4l, passing 

through such com
m

unities as W
est U

nion, Jacksonville and 
Sinking Springs before reaching-

the O
hio R

iver at A
berdeen, 

directly across from
 M

aysville, K(:11tucky. 
In A

dam
s County, of w

hich W
est U

nion is the county seat, 
the road follow

s creek beds through som
e of the m

ost rugged 
country in the state. 

T
obacco fields appear on bo

th sides of the 
highw

ay, the farm
ers selling their crops at M

aysville, w
hich is 

reputed to be the nation's second largest tobacco m
arket. 

<i? 
i ' � 

+
 

M
ap show

ing p rincipal citi<'s on Zane's T
race. 

T
hese are the eleven counties in O

hio through w
hich the 

T
race passes: 

B
elm

ont, G
uern

sey, M
uskingum

, Perry, F
air

field, Pickaw
ay, R

oss, Pike, H
ighland, A

dam
s, and B

row
n. T

he 
230-m

ile autom
obile trip from

 W
heeling to M

aysville is enjoy
able because the route is scenic and the road is reasonably good.
E

benezer Zane huilt for the fut 11re, and his faith in the future
of his native W

heeling, Lhe adjan
·nt O

hio country, a nd the state
of K

entucky to the south, proved to be w
ell justified.
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A

gainst the angr
y N

orthern
 Sea 

M
y fathers

 fought w
ith heavy oar; 

T
heir V

iking hearts, fearless and free, 
Q

uaked only at the w
rath of T

hor. 
F

rom
 sire to son w

e still im
part

 
T

he courage of the tribe of Zane, 
A

nd here like them
 in soul and heart 

I am
 a V

iking and a D
ane. 

I hew
ed m

y hom
e in W

heeling T
ow

n 
F

rom
 lofty oak and hickory trees 

T
hen poured a hail of bullet.a dow

n 
O

n renegades and red Shaw
nees 

A
nd now

 I hear afar the creak 
O

f w
agons creeping slow

ly here 
W

ith hom
eless w

anderers w
ho seek 

A
 haven on som

e new
 frontier. 

If Indian braves w
ill never press

 
T

heir feet on trails their fathers
 trod

, 
A

nd eager m
illions w
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HOW 10 MAKE A 
COUNTRY 

The Ordirumce of 1787: 
The First Step in Nation Building 

Editor's note: The following was 
adapted from a speech given by 
Har r y  Coles, an Ohio State emeritus 
'lrofessor of history, in celebration 
.Jf the bicentennial of the Northwest 
Ordinance. Coles made the speech 
at Ohio University, the first public 
university established in the terri
tory, which encompassed the area 
now occupied by the states of Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wiscon
sin and part of Minnesota. 

Thank you for your kind invi
tation to come to Ohio Uni
versity to speak to you about 

the legacy of the Ordinance of 1787. 
When asked, I accepted with alacri
ty, because in this year of the bicen
tennial of the Constitution I am 
afraid the Ordinance will be pushed 
into the background. Our Constitu
tion deserves all the attention it will 
get, but the Ordinance in many 
ways anticipated the Constitution 
both in providing a frame of govern
ment· for states to be added to the 
Union and a bill of rights. Let me 
remind you, the Constitution had no 
bill of rights originally, and one was 
not added until 1791. 

During the course of my remarks 
this evening I hope to demonstrate 
that the Ordinance of 1787 was a 
document expressing t1le high ideals 
of the American Revolution, and like 
the Constitution and the Declaration 
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By Harry Coles 
of Independence, it proved adapta
ble to changing circumstances. If 
these generaliz.ations are true, you 
might ask why the Ordinance is less 
well-known than the Constitution. 

The answer is simple. The Ordi
nance provided the mechanism for 
nation building, the means whereby 
a loose confederacy of 13 states 
became a united nation of SO states. 
The work of the Ordinance is large
ly done; the work of the Constitu
tion goes back two hundred years 
and stretches into the indefinite 
future. The Constitution applies to a 
nation made, the Ordinance to a 
nation in the making. 

But if the Constitution over
shadows the Ordinance in our times, 
it was not always the case. In the 
eras before and after the Civil War. 
the Ordinance was often put on a 
par with the Constitution and some
times above it . Speaking to an audi
ence in 1837, Judge Timothy Walker 
of Ohio said: "The Ordinance of 
1787 approaches as nearly to abso
lute perfection as anything to be 
found in the legislation of mankind. 
For after the experience of SO years 
it would perhaps be impossible to 
alter without marring it." You might 
ask why this unusual reverence and 
this great respect . I do not think any 
historian or public figure would say 
such a thing today. He or she might 

pay respect to the Ordinance, but 
would not describe it in such extrav
agant terms. 

Let me suggest some of the 
reasons for the veneration of the 
Ordinance in former times. If you 
recall the history of the 19th cen
tury, you will remember that as the 
United States grew in numbers and 
expanded in area, there arose a sec
tional quarrel between the North 
and the South over the ·nature of the 
Union and the type of society that 
should prevail. Southern statesmen 
developed - and not only devel
oped, but acted upon - the doc
trines of nullification and secession. 
These doctrines were developed to 
defend the South's "peculiar institu
tion" - slavery. Presently we shall 
examine the provisions of the Ordi
nance in some detail. Here, let me 
simply remind you that the Ordi
nance provided a mechanism for ► 



achieving statehood and specifically 
said the states were forever to remain 
a part of the union. 

Second, the Ordinance provided 
that neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude should exist in the North
west Territory. Thus the Ordinance 
laid the ax at both slavery and seces
sion. Let me remind you also that 
when the Republican Party was 
formed in 1854, two of the planks in 
its platform were permanent union 
and no further extension of slavery 
into the territories. Thus this party, 
new in 1854 but rapidly growing in 
numbers and influence, reached back 
to 1787 for some of its b_asic princi
ples. To many Americans of the 19th 
century, loyalty to party and even 
loyalty to country meant loyalty to 
the principles of the Northwest Ordi
nance. 

B ut how did this document 
come into being? What were 
the circumscances giving rise 

to its birth? The American Revolution 
was conducted by the Second Con
tinental Congress - what we would 
call a def acto government, for it had 
no· legal underpinnings. The Conti
nental Congress became the Congress 
of the Confederation when the 
Articles of Confederation were 
adopted in 1781. 
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One reason for the delay, one reason that a leg11 government v.-as nm 
instituted earlier, is that certain states had western land claims. Based on 
colonial charters issued by the British Crown, these claims covered the 
whole of the vast area north of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi. Man: 
were overlapping and conflicting. Seven states had such claims, but the stx 
states that did not said they would not join any kind of union or confedera
tion until the trans-Appalachian lands were ceded to the geneta.1 govern
ment. By 1781 the states had indicated their intention of ceding their 
claims and tbe Articles were adopted; by 1784, Virginia, Connecticut and 
Massachusetts had completed their cessions in what we now call the Old 
Northwest. Thus the United States came into possession of a vast public 
domain, an area into which people could move and expand. 

T he question iromedi.ately arose: how was this immense natural resource 
to be administered? Would the people who moved west retain all their 
rights as American citizens or would they become second-class citizens? 
Would new states be equal to or subordinate to the original states? How 
would the land be surveyed and divided? Would the land be considered a 
source of revenue or would it be granted to actual settlers who would 
improve it? 

In 1784, Thomas Jefferson, who was then a member of the Confederation 
Congress, drew up two reports having to do with these questions. One of 
Jefferson's reports of 1784 dealt with the survey and sale of land. lo adopt
ing a system of survey, Jefferson had two sets of precedents from which to
choose - the Southern and the New England systems. In New England, 
they had w)lar is called a town planting system, which ca.lied for surveys 
prior to entry and a rectangular system of land division. The southern states 
generally bad what we call an indiscriminate system of surveys. 

Jefferson, as a lawyer, knew about the endless Litigation in some of the 
middle and southern stares over conflicting and overlapping boundaries. 
Consequently, he opted for the rectangular system of survey; but he wem 
further and tried to put the surveys on a sound scientific basis by introduc
ing astronomical boundaries. I will not pursue the matter of surveys furthe 
than co emph'.lSize that the sysrem laid down by Jefferson. modified and re
fined in lacer years, was extended across the continental United States and 
into Alaska. Jefferson's report -on the survey and sale of land was never 
adopted, but some of its essential features were incorporaced into the Ordi
nance of 1785 and later laws having to do with the surveys. 

A second report had to do with the type of government and the mecha
nism for forming new states. There were several drafts, revisions, and re
drafts, but again Jefferson's report of 1784 formed the nucleus out of which 
the final Ordinance emerged. Jefferson's plan reflected the liberal thinking 
of the American Revolution. Like the British Empire itself, the American 
nation intended to grow and expand. But it intended to do this on princi
ples different from the British colonial system. Jefferson's plan said that as 
rhe western areas filled up, the people would form such temporary govern
ment as best uited them. There was no provision for the central govern
ment doing anything. When there were 20,000 people in a district, chey 
could dr.iw up a constitution that must be republican in form, provide for 
permanent union. and abolish slavery after 1800. 

Jefferson· plan. be it noted, would ha,·e applied to all the area west of 
the Appalachian mountains, which was to be divided into 16 states whose 
boundaries would be parallel of latitude and meridians of longitude. In the 
area north of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi he would have 10 states. 
Combining his knowledge of lndfan dialects wi�h classical languages, some 
of the names he gave these state were Sylrnnia, Assenisipia, Pelispia and 
Cherroneseus. These proposed names occasioned mirth at the time and 
have been the objects of derision ever since. 

But remember the circumstances: Congress was meeting at the time in 
Annapolis, the capital of laryland. but a small provincial town. Often Con: 
gress could not find a quorum to do business. Occupying a small, scantily 
furnished room. Jefferson was without books or reference works. It must 
have appealed to his wry sense of humor that in such circumstances he was 
drawing up plans for an empire of the future. But if fanciful plans for the 
new world could delight and amuse him, the old world with all its harsh 
realities beckoned. Soon after making his reports, Jefferson left Congress 
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and became our second minister to France, succeeding Benjamin Franklin. 
After striking out the anti-slavery clause, Congress adopted Jefferson's report 
but it was never put into effect. 

Jefferson left Congress with troubles, and as time went on those troubles 
increased. Under the Articles of Confederation the Congress could lay requi
sitions on the states, but the states honored those requisitions as they 
pleased. And more often than not, they pleased not to pay. Efforts to 
amend the Articles so as to enable Congress to lay a tariff for revenue 
failed. An agricultural depression led in 1786 to an uprising in western 
Massachusetts known as Shays· Rebellion. This defiance of law and order 
was put down by state troops, but sober citizens began to wonder if the 
experiment in self-government would survive. Restless veterans of the Amer
ican Revolution held various certificates of indebtedness which they wanted 
to exchange for western lands owned by the national government. Faced 
with increasing financial troubles· and mounting social unrest, the one 
resource available to the government was the public domain. In 1786, James 
Monroe, who had succeeded Jefferson as chairman of the land committee, 
turned his attention to the problem and revised Jefferson's work along more 
practical lines. No definite action was taken, however, until Nathan Dane, of 
Massachusetts, succeeded Monroe in 1787. 

B y this time. a change had taken place in the political climate. The 
emphasis shifted from liberty co order. This is not to say that the 
ideals of the Revolmion had been repudiated. They were not. What 

the new consen-atiYes wanted above all else was to make the experiment in 
self-government work. Perhaps we should call this change the ··new prag
matism" rather than the "new conservatism." 

At any rate, the provisions of the Ordinance as passed in 1787 were less 
democratic than before. Ultimately, the people were to achieve self-rule, but 
full control of their state governments was to be obtained only after passing 
through three stages of tutelage under the general government. During the 
first, or district stage, a governor and three judges were to be appointed by 
Congress. The governor and judges were to adopt such Jaws of any existing 
state as best suited conditions in the district. When the population of a dis
trict reached 5,000 free male inhabitants of full age. the settlers could elect 
a House of Representatives. During this second stage, the upper house, or 
Legislative Council , of five members was to be appointed by Congress from 
a list of 10 names nominated by the House. The General Assembly, consist
ing of the House of Representatives, the Legislative Council and the gov
ernor, had the power to make "laws in all cases for the good government 
of the district, not repugnant to the principles of this ordinance." The 
governor, in addition to being the commander-in-chief of the militia , had an 

absolute veto on all legislation. 
During this second period, the 

House and the Council meeting in 
one room were to elect a delegate to 
Congress with a right of debating but 
not voting. A third territorial official 
was the secretary, to be appointed by 
Congress and whose duty was to 
keep records. Eventually, the secretary 
performed many, if not most , of the 
routine duties of government. For all 
office-holders there were property 
qualifications as follows: governor -
freehold estate of 1,000 acres; secre
tary - freehold estate of 500 acres; 
judges - freehold estate of 500 acrest 
representatives - freehold estate of 
200 acres. 

In order to vote for members of the 
legislature, a citizen bad to have a 
freehold of 50 acres. Whenever a ter
ritory had 60,000 free inhabitants, it 
could draw up a constitution and be 
admitted to the Union on a basis of 
equality with the original states, pro
Yided the constitution was republican 
in form and in conformity with the 
principles of the Ordinance. 

And what were those principles? In 
discussing Jefferson's original draft, I 
should have mentioned that he made 
it clear that the Ordinance was to be 
considered a compact between the 
original 13 states and the people in 
the territories, and was forever to 
remain unalterable, unless by common 
consent. These same phrases were 
repealed in 1787. In the quarrel that 
developed before the Revolution, the 
Americans maintained that their rights 
under their colonial charters and their 
rights under the British constitution 
had been violated, that the govern
ment of England had altered basic 
laws without their consent. In dealing 
with their own colonial people, the 
Americans were intent on avoiding 
what they considered a breach of 
faith in their dealings with England. 

The first articles of the covenant 
dealt with religious freedom: "No 
person demeaning himself in a peace
able and orderly manner, shall ever 
be molested on account of his mode 
of worship or religious sentiments.'' 
Next came the article dealing with 
legal rights, such as trial by jury, 
benefits of the writ of habeas c0rpus, 
and judicial proceedings according to 
the common law. 

So far the authors of the Ordinance 
are confirming a claim to a long
standing inheritance. But when we 
come to the third article, it seems to 
me they broke new ground: · 'ReJi- ► 
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gi90, morality, and knowledge being 
necessary to good government and 
the happiness of mankind, schools 
and the means of education shall for
ever be encouraged." True, in other 
times and other countries, the sover
eign had established schools of vari
ous sons considered useful to the 
states, but I know of no country 
previously that had made the encour
agement of education for the welfare 
and happiness of the people a part of 
its fundamental law. 

T he idea was not new in Amer
ica. During the colonial 
period, cbe New England 

states, in administering their public 
lands, set aside certain lands for the 
use of schools and churches. What 
the authors of the land ordinances of 
this period did was to nationalize a 
New England practice. The Ordinance 
of 1785, which, let me remind you 
again, should always be studied in 
connection with that of 1787, pro
vided that townships of 36 square 
miles should be surveyed with section 
16 of every township reserved for 
schools. The history of public lands 
set aside for the use of schools and 
colleges is a long, interesting and 
complicated one and I cannot go into 
it in detail this evening. Fortunately 
another lecture in this series will be 
devoted entirely to this topic. 

The same article having to do with 
education also tackles a minority 
problem that has troubled us through
out our history. With regard to the 
native Americans, Article III provided 
that "The utmost good faith shall 
always be observed towards the Indi
ans; their lands and property shall 
never be taken from them without 
their consent . . . but laws founded in 
justice and humanity, shall from time 
to time be made for preventing 
20 Ohio State Alumni Magazine May 1987 

. -�-.

wrongs being done to them . . .'' In the light of what tiappened later, some 
historians ha-ve dismissed these phrases as "pious platitudes.'' Perhaps so, 
but if the ideals both as to education and the Indians had been executed as 
concei-ved, can there be any doubt our history would have been a happier 
one? 

Articles IV and V provided for permanent Union and the formation of 
new states as we have already noted. Finally we come to Article \.1, which 
provided that slavery should not exist in the Northwest Territory. The anti
slavery clause had a checkered history, as I have already suggested. It was in 
Jefferson's original draft, then it was struck out, and here we bave it again. 
If there was an}' debate over its final inclusion, it was not recorded. Our 
knowledge of the matter is scanty at best, but we know at least two things: 
it was added by Nathan Dane at the last moment, and it passed by 
unanimous consent of the states. 

Historians, particularly some who lived through the civil rights movement 
of the 1960s,. tend to discuss the anti-slavery clause in temis of ics inade
quacies. They point out, for example, that the Ordinance contained neither 
the mechanism for ending slavery nor punitive measures for failure to com
ply. Further, slavery continued to exist in parts of the Old Northwest as late 
as the 1840s. Why? One reason is that the Treaty of Paris of 1783 ending 
the American Revolution provided that the inhabitants of the trans-Appala
chian area should continue to enjoy their property rights. Thus, some of 
the old French inhabitants, as well as Americans who moved there before 
1787, were allowed to keep their slaves. In both Indiana and Illinois, more 
or less successful efforts were made to evade or to delay the operation of 
the anti-slavery clause. Bue U slavery continued to exist, it was in vestigial 
form and the important point, it seems to me, is that the Ordinance did 
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what it was supposed to do: prevent the spread of slavery into a large and 
growing area. 

But you may say slavery did expand. It did indeed, but for causes that 
the Ordinance was powerless to prevent. w·ith the invention of the cotton 
gin in the 1790s, the mechanization of cloth manufacturing, and the indus
trialization of New England and old England, the demand for cotton be
came well-nigh insatiable. Cotton culture spread across the Gulf South and 
marched steadily westward, taking slavery with it. 

W hile the Congress of the Confederation was writing the Ordinance 
of I 8 , a convention at Philadelphia was turning out an e\"en more 
famous document. This convention finished its work, the ratifying 

conventions were held, and the new Constitution went into effect in 1789. 
One of the first things the new Congress did was to re-enact the Ordinance 
of 1787. President Washington appointed a veteran of the American Revolu
tion, Gen. Arthur St. Clair, governor of the Northwest Territory. and settlers 
began to enter the scate in large numbers. 

Gov. St. Clair was by birch a Scotsman and a staunch conserrntiYe. He 
was perhaps moderately able, but certainly not popular with the people 
under his rule. Not anxious to lose his job, he opposed growing sentiment 
for statehood. The governor was so unpopular and so pro-Federalist in his 
politics that soon after becoming president, Jefferson removed him from of
fice. With this obstruction out of the way, Ohio moved rapidly toward state
hood and was admitted to the union in 1803. As one statesman of the day 
put it, Ohio was the first fruits of the Ordinance of 17 87. 

[n the same y ear that Ohio became a state, the United States doubled the 
size of its territory by means of the Louisiana Purchase. The country now 
extended beyond the Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains. Other annexations 

were to follow: Florida in 1819, Texas 
in 1845, Oregon in 1846, New Mex
ico and California in 1848. The 
process of expansion into contiguous 
territories was completed with the 
Gadsden Purchase in 1853. All the 
treaties acquiring these territories pro
vided that the inhabitants would 
eventually become citizens of the 
United Scates. 

In administering this vast continen
tal empire during the course of more 
than a hundred years, Congress 
passed an organic act for each of the 
territories following the outlines of 
the Ordinance of 1787. As we noted 
before, the Ordinance was adopted in 
a period when many leaders felt that 
democracy and liberty should be 
curbed in favor of order and dis
cipline. During the course of the 
nineteenth century, there \Vas a 
gradual relaxation and liberalization of 
policy. With one or two exceptions, 
Congress eliminated the first or dis
trict stage of territorial government . 
In other words, most of the terri
tories had an elected legislature from 
the beginning. And after 1816 the 
upper, as well as the lower, house 
was elected, not appointed as before. 
Further evidence of liberalization in 
favor of democracy was the lowering 
or dropping of property qualifications 
for rnting and office holding. 

At the risk of repetition. let me 
emphasize in conclusion that the 
Ordinance attempted to achieve the 
ideals of the American Revolution by 
providing the stability and continuity 
necessary to make the experiment in 
nation building work. Although there 
are traces of conservative reaction, it 
was the product of the American 
Enlightenment with its emphasis on 
reason and science as opposed to his
tory and tradition. In substituting 
e\'entual quality for perpetual subordi
nation, the founding fathers repudi
ated the old colonialism and pro\·ided 
a new basis for growth and expan
sion . 

Finally, the Ordinance is an exam
ple of good long-range planning. 
Mind you, I said good planning. not 
perfect. If ever we find statesmen 
who can lay down perfect plans, we 
will have entered another world. ■ 

Harry Coles is an 
emeritus professor of history 
at Tbe Ohio State University. 
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Ordinance of the Northwest Territory (1787) 
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TERRITORY OF THE UNITED 
ST ATES NORTHWEST OF THE RIVER OHIO 

SECTION 1. 
Be it ordained by the United States on Congress assembled, That the said territory, for the purpose of 
temporary government, be one district, subject, however, to be divided into two districts, as future 
circumstances may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient. 

SEC. 2. 
Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the estates both of resident and non-resident proprietors in the 
said territory, dying intestate, shall descend to, and be distributed among, their children and the descendants of 
a deceased child in equal parts, the descendants of a deceased child or grandchild to take the share of their 
deceased parent in equal parts among them; and where there shall be no children or descendants, then in equal 
parts to the next of kin in equal degree; and among collaterals, the children of a deceased brother or sister of the 
intestate shall have, in equal parts among them, their deceased parent's share; and there shall, in no case, be a 
distinction between kindred of the whole and half blood; saving in all cases to the widow of the intestate, her 
third part of the real estate for life, and one-third part of the personal estate; and this law relative to descents 
and dower, shall remain in full force until altered by the legislature of the district. And until the governor and 
judges shall adopt laws as hereinafter mentioned, estates in the said territory may be devised or bequeathed by 
.vills in writing, signed and sealed by him or her in whom the estate may be, (being of full age), and attested 
by three witnesses; and real estates may be conveyed by lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed, 
and delivered by the person, being of full age, in whom the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses, 
provided such wills be duly proved, and such conveyances be acknowledged, or the execution thereof duly 
proved, and be recorded within one year after proper magistrates, courts, and registers, shall be appointed for 
that purpose; and personal property may be transferred by delivery, saving, however to the French and 
Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vincents, and the neighboring villages, who 
have heretofore professed themselves citizens of Virginia, their laws and customs now in force among them, 
relative to the descent and conveyance of property. 

SEC. 3. 
Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be appointed, from time to time, by Congress, a 
governor, whose commission shall continue in force for the term of three years, unless sooner revoked by 
Congress; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein, in one thousand acres of land, while 
in the exercise cf his office. 

SEC. 4. 

There shall be appointed from time to time, by Congress, a secretary, whose commission shall continue in 
force for four years, unless sooner revoked; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein, in 
five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of his office. It shall be his duty to keep and preserve the acts 
and laws passed by the legislature, and the public records of the district, and the proceedings of the governor 
in his executive department, and transmit authentic copies of such acts and proceedings every six months to the 
Secretary of Congress. There shall also be appointed a court, to consist of three judges, any two of whom to 
Aorm a court who shall have a common-law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and have each therein a 
freehold estate, in five hundred acres of land, while in the exercise of their offices; and their commissions shall 
continue in force during good behavior. 



SEC. S. 
The governor and judges or a majority of them, shall adopt and publish in the district such laws of the original 
States, criminal and civil as may be necessary, and best suited to the circumstances of the district, and report 
them to Congress from time to time, which laws shall be in force in the district until the organization of the 
general assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Congress; but afterwards the legislature shall have 
authority to alter them as they shall think fit. 

SEC. 6. 
The governor, for the time being, shall be commander- in-chief of the militia, appoint and commission all 
officers in the same below the rank of general officers; all general officers shall be appointed and 
commissioned by Congress. 

SEC. 7. 
Previous to the organization of the general assembly the governor shall appoint such magistrates, and other 
civil officers, in each county or township, as he shall find necessary for the preservation of the peace and good 
order in the same. After the general assembly shalJ be organized the powers and duties of magistrates and other 
civil officers shall be regulated and defined by the said assembly; but all magistrates and other civil officers, 
not herein otherwise directed, shall, during the continuance of this temporary government, be appointed by the 
governor. 

SEC. 8. 
For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted or made shall have force in all parts of the 
district, and for the execution of process, criminal and civil, the governor shall make proper divisions thereof; 
and he shall proceed, from time to time, as circumstances may require, to lay out the parts of the district in 
which the Indian titles shall have been extinguished, into counties and townships, subject, however, to such 
alterations as may thereafter be made by the legislature. 

SEC. 9. 
So soon as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants, of full age, in the district. upon giving proof 
thereof to the governor, they shall receive authority, with time and place, to elect representatives from their 
counties or townships, to represent them in the general assembly: PROVIDED, That for every five hundred 
free male inhabitants there shall be one representative, and so on, progressively, with the number of free male 
inhabitants, shall the right of representation increase, until the number of representatives shall amount to 
twenty-five; after which the number and proportion of representatives shall be regulated by the legislature: 
PROVIDED, That no person be eligible or qualified to act as a representative, unless he shall have been a 
citizen of one of the United States three years, and be a resident in the district, or unless he shall have resided 
in the district three years; and, in either case, shall likewise hold in his own right, in feesimple, two hundred 
acres of land within the same: PROVIDED ALSO, That a freehold in fifty acres of land in the district having 
been a citizen of one of the States, and being resident in the district, or the like freehold and two years' 
residence in the district, shall be necessary to qualify a man as an elector of a representative. 

SEC. 10. 
The representatives thus elected shall serve for the term of two years; and in case of the death of a 
representative, or removal from office, the governor shall issue a writ to the county or township, for which he 
was a member, to elect another in his stead, to serve for the residue of the term. 

SEC. 11. 



The general assembly, or legislature, shall consist of the governor, legislative council, and a house of 
representatives. The legislative council shall consist of five members to continue in office five years, unless 
sooner removed by Congress; any three of whom to be a quorum; and the members of the council shall be 
nominated and appointed in the following manner, to wit: As soon as representatives shall be elected the 
governor shall appoint a time and place for them to meet together, and when met they shall nominate ten 
persons, resident in the district, and each possessed of a freehold in five hundred acres of land, and return their 
names to Congress, five of whom Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid; and whenever 
a vacancy shall happen in the council, by death or removal from office, the house of representatives shall 
nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid, for each vacancy, and return their names to Congress, one of 
whom Congress shall appoint and commission for the residue of the tenn; and every five years, four months at 
least before the expiration of the time of service of the members of the council, the said hose shall nominate ten 
persons, qualified as aforesaid, and return their names to Congress, five of whom Congress shall appoint and 
commission to serve as members of the council five years, unless sooner removed. And the governor, 
legislative council, and house of representatives shall have authority to make laws in all cases for the good 
government of the district, not repugnant to the principles and articles in this ordinance established and 
dedared.'And all bills, having passed by a majority in the house, and by a majority in the council, shall be 
referred to the governor for his assent; but no bill, or legislative act whatever, shall be of any force without his 
assent The governor shall have power to convene, prorogue, and dissolve the general assembly when, in his 
opinion, it shall be expedient. 

SEC. 12. 
The governor, judges, legislative council, secretary, and such other officers as Congress shall appoint in the 
district, shall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, and of office; the governor before the President of 
Congress, and aJl other officers before the governor. As soon as a legislature shaJJ be fonned in the district, the 
council and house assembled, in one room, shall have authority, by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to 
Congress, who shall have a seat in Congress, with a right of debating, but not of voting, during this temporary 
government. 

SEC. 13. 

And for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty, which form the basis whereon these 
republics, their laws and constitutions, are erected; to fix and establish those principles as the basis of all laws, 
constitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter shall be formed in the said territory; to provide, also, 
for the establishment of States, and permanent government therein, and for their admission to a share in the 
Federal councils on an equal footing with the original States, at as early periods as may be consistent with the 
general interest 

SEC. 14. 
It is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority aforesaid, that the following articles shall be considered as 
articles of compact, betweei:i the original States and the people and States in the said territory, and forever 
remain unalterable unless by common consent, to wit: 

ARTICLE I 
No person, demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner, shall ever be molested on account of his 
mode of worship, or religious sentiments, in the said territory. 

ARTICLE II 
fhe inhabitants of the said territory shall always be entitled to the benefits of the writs of habeas corpus, and of 
the trial by jury· of a proportionate representation of the people in the legislature, and of judicial proceedings 



,.. � .. 

according to the course of the common law. All persons shall be bailable, unless for capital offences, where 
the proof shall be evident, or the presumption great. All fines shall be moderate; and no cruel or unusual 
punishments shall be inflicted. No man shall be deprived of his liberty or property, but by the judgment of his 
peers, or the law of the land, and should the public exigencies make it necessary, for the common 
preservation, to take any person's property, or to demand his particular services, full compensation shall be 
made for the same. And, in the just preservation of rights and property, it is understood and declared, that no 
law ought ever to be made or have force in the said territory, that shall, in any manner whatever, interfere with 
or affect private contracts, or engagements, bona fide, and without fraud previously fonned. 

ARTICLE III 
Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good government and happiness of mankind, schools 
and the means of education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost good faith shall always be observed 
towards the Indians; their lands and property shall never be taken from them without their consent; and in their 
property, rights, and liberty they never shall be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars authorized 
by Congress; but laws founded in justice and humanity shall, from time to time, be made, for preventing 
wrongs being done to them, and for preserving peace and friendship with them. 

ARTICLE IV 
The said territory, and the States which may be formed therein, shall forever remain a part of this confederacy 
of the United States of America, subject to the Articles of Confederation, and to such alterations therein as shall 
be constitutionally made; and to all the acts and ordinances of the United States in Congress assembled, 
conformable thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the said territory shall be subject to pay a part of the 
Federal debts, contracted, or to be contracted, and a proportional part of the expenses of government to be 
apportioned on them by Congress, according to the same common rule and measure by which apportionments 
thereof shall be made on the other States; and the taxes for paying their proportion shall be laid and levied by 
the authority and direction of the legislatures of the districts, or districts, or new States, as in the original 
States, within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled. The legislatures of those 
districts, or new States, shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil by the United States in 
Congress assembled, nor with any regulations Congress may find necessary for securing the title in such soil 
to the bona fide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands the property of the United States; and in no case 
shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. The navigable waters leading into the Mississippi 
and Saint Lawrence, and the carrying places between the same shall be common highways, and forever free, 
as well to the inhabitants of the said territory as to the citizens of the United States, and those of any other 
States that may be admitted into the confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty therefor. 

ARTICLE V 
There shall be formed in the said territory not less than three nor more than five States; and the boundaries of 
the States, as soon as Virginia shall alter her act of cession and consent to the same, shall become fixed and 
established as follows. to wit: The western State, in the said territory, shall be bounded by the Mississippi, the 
Ohio, and the Wabash rivers; a direct line drawn from the Wabash and Post Vincents, due north, to the 
territorial line between the United States and Canada; and by the said territorial line to the Lake of the Woods 
and Mississippi. The middle State shall be bounded by the said direct line, the Wabash from Post Vincents to 
the Ohio, by the Ohio, by direct line drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami to the said territorial 
line and by the said territorial line. The eastern State shall be bounded by the last mentioned direct line, the 
Ohio, the Pennsylvania, and the said territorial line: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, And it is further understood 
and declared, that the boundaries of these three States shall be subject so far to be altered, that, if Congress 
shall hereafter find it expedient, they shall have authority to form one or two States in that part of the said 
territory which lies north of an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of Lake 
Michigan. And whenever any of the said States shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein, such State 
shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the Congress of the United States, on an equal footing with the original 
States, in all respects whatever; and shall be at liberty to form a permanent constitution and State government: 



PROVIDED, The constitution and government, so to be formed, shall be republican, and in conformity to the 
principles contained in these articles, and, so far as it can be consistent with the general interest of the 
confederacy, such admission shall be allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be a less number of free 
inhabitants in the State than sixty thousand. 

ARTICLE VI 
There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the punishment 
of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: PROVIDED ALWAYS, That any person escaping 
into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the original States, such fugitive 
may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid. 

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resolutions of the 23rd of April, 1784, relative to the subject 
of this ordinance, be, and the same are hereby, repealed, and declared null and void. 

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the 13th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1787, and of 
their sovereignty and independence the twelfth. 
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The Zane Family of Wheeling, WV 

....:.benezer, Andrew, Silas, Isaac, Jonathon and Betty, all children of Andrew Zane were among the 
first settlers in what is now Wheeling. In 1769, Ebe'nezer,who is considered the founder of 
Wheeling, arrived with his family. He married Elizabeth McColloch, the sister of Samuel 
McColloch. The children of Ebenezer b 1747 were: 

Gretchen 1768 
Catherine 1769 who married Absalom Martin 
Ann 1771 
Sarah 1773 m Jonh McIntire 
Noah 1778 
Rebecca 1776 
Samuel 1784 
John 1780 
Hetty 1786 m Elijah Woods 
Daniel 1792 
Jesse 1790 

Isaac, b1745 was captured by Indians at the age of 13 and never returned to his family, choosing 
instead to live his life with the tribe. He married Myeerah, daughter of Chief Tarhe of the 
Wyandot lnc;li_q.:Q.s. ' 

Ebenezer 1771 
Samuel 1773 
William 1775 

Isaac 1777 
Nancy 1778
Elizabeth 1780 
Sar� 1783 
Cathetine 1793 . . 

Betty, the heroine of Ft. Henry, martied Ephraim McLaughlin 

Sarclh 
Rebecca 
Miriam 
Mary 
Hannah m Ebenezer Martin 

and married Jacob Clark 

Catherine 
Ebenezer 

nathon bl749 wh.o married Hannah Mills, cltildren were: 

Isaac 1778 
Eliza 1776 



Catherine 1776 
Cynthia 1793 
Sally 1796 
Hannah 
Nancy 
Asa 1780 
Benjamin 

Andrew b1751 married Elizabeth Margaret Mills, his children were: 

Lydia 
Hannah 
Andrew 

Silas b1745 m Rachel? and Catherine McColloch, his children were: 

William 1774 
Elizabeth 1775 
Silas 1781 
Joel 1783 



SECTION C

Biographical Sketches 
of Notable Persons



TARHE GRAND SACHEM 

C.A. Buser

When dealing with a history largely oral there comes the moment when 
one must choose between fancy and probability. In the case of Tarhe, if 
one is to accept the eye-witness accounts of his contemporaries as truth, 

there is little need for fiction. 

During the period 1789-1818 many famous Indians lived in the Old 
Northwest Territory. Such men as Tecumseh, Little Twtle, Captain Pipe, 
Black Hoof. Buckongehelas, Walk-in-the-Water and Round Head helped 
to shape the history of the region. But none was more distinguished than 
Tarhe, Grand Sachem of the Wyandot Nation. 

There are literally dozens of names for the mbe known generally as 
Wyandot (its very tribal identity is debated by student osf Indian history); 
and the great chief himself is variously referred to as Tarhee, Tarkee, 
Takee, the Crane or - by the French - as Le Grue, Le Chef Grue, or 
Monsielll' Grue. 

Flllther complicating an already invfolved story, a well known and no 
doubt well-meaning novelist contributed his own romanticized version of 
tribal history and his version became widely accepted. Zane Grey, in his 
book Betty Zane, told of a young boy who was captured and raised by 
Indians and subsequently married the chief's daughter. Much of the story 

was true. 

The boy Mr. Grey wrote about was Isaac Zane, a member of the famous 
Zane family of Wheeling that helped lay out the National road and for 
whom Zanesville, Ohio is named. Since Zane Grey himself was related to 
that family, it all bore the stamp of truth. 

Later generations of Wyandots came to accept the story in its entirety. 
After all, everyone would love to have an Indian Princess as an ancestor, 
and who could ask for a better princess than Myeerah, daughter of the 
famous Tarhe, Grand Sachem of the Wyandots? 

Grey wrote that Tarhe was born in the beautiful Muskoka Lake region of 
Ontario, married a beautiful French captive, fathered a beautiful daughter 

and named her Myeerah, the name carried by his own mother and 
grand-mother. 

Actually Tarhe was born very near Detroit, the son of a woman of the 
Porcupine Clan. The name Myeerah, belonged to one of the Turtle clans. 
His grandmother may have been named Myeerah. It is certain that his 



mother was not. at does appear to be true that the young girl, Myeerah, 
was beautiful) 

Tarhe's own name 1s intriguing. The English meaning is unknown. The 
name is not believed to be a clan property name and it apparently died 
with the man. It may have been given to him because of some particular 
deed or attribute of the man or boy. Old-time Wyandots said the name 
meant ·at rum· or ·at the tree·, or was perhaps the personification of "the 
tree·. Tarhe's great height lends credence tot the latter theory.; He was six 

feet four mches tall in an era when few men reached six feet. 

The name is now pronounce Tar-hee, but the earlier wrtters mdicated that 
the accent was on the second syllable. (Pronounced more correctly, 

Tar-Hay) 

Little is known of Tarhe's early years. It is thought he served in all of his 
nation's battles, possibly even the Braddock fight. (He would then have 
been no more thatn trurteen or fourteen years of age.) Some references 
are made to his going on wcrr parties against the Cherokees as a young 
man. The first explicit mention of Tcrrhe as a wanior is in the account of 
Dunmore's war. Tcrrhe was conspicuous at the Battle of Point Pleasant 
where he served under the Wyandot Chief, Chiyawee. and under the 
great Shawnee Chief, Cornstalk. 

The Shawnee, Puckenskinwa, father of Tecumseh, was killed at this 
battle on the Kanwha. Forty years later Tarhe was m the immediate 
vicinity during the Battle of the thaines wehre Tecumseh himself was 
killed. The careers of Tarhe and Tecumseh ran somewhat parallel but 
there was often serious disagreement between the two men. 

The Wyandots were prominent in the defeat of Braddock m 1755. A 
Huron/Wendat from Lorette, near Quebec, commanded all of the Indians 
in the battle. Although there was French support, not enough has been 
made of the fact that it was in truth an Indian victory. 

If a youthful Tarhe actually did fight against Braddock it makes for 
additional conjecture. In that same battle the contingent of Ottawa 
warriors was led by Chief Pontiac. Since Tarhe supproted Pontiac at 
Detroit eight years later it would be interesting to know ii the older man 
noticed the young Wyandot at that early date. 

Ponticac depended heavily on the Wyandots in 1763. The chieftain whom 
Parkman refers to as "Takee" was almost certainly Tarhe. Another 
Wyandots, Teata, went along (with some reluctance), but his group of 
Wyandots never exhfuited the enthusiasm of Tarhe's followers. 

The victories at the Battle of Bloody Bridge, at Fort Sandusky, at Presque 
Isle and elsewhere could hardly have been won without the Wyandots' 
contribution. Parkman was surely correct when he sttaed that the 



Wyandots were the premier warriors of the Midwest. 

By 1763, wheh barely twenty years of age, Tar he was regarded. as a 
leading warrior, but he may not have become even a minor chief at that 

point. 

The war chief carried the title of Ron-Tun-Dee, or Warpole. There is no 
record of Tarhe's ever having become Ron-Tun-Dee. Although regarded 
as a very brave man, Tarhe was not considered a truly great warrior by his 
own tribe. The Wyandots loved and respected. him but they believed 
Round Head, Zhaus-Sho-Toh, Khun, Slitlog and others to be supertor 
warriors. In a nation of wani.ors excellence was commonplace. 

The Sachem was the titular head of the Wyandot nation and held the title 
of Sastaretsi. There was no royal family as such, among the Wyandots, 
but since the title of Sastaretsi was in actual practice often mhertted, there 
developed something of a hereditary line of chiefs. If Sastaretsi died 
without a suitable heir, the tribal council selected a successor. 

Such an occasion arose in 1788 when Too-Dah-Reh-Zhooh died. he was 
better known by his many other names, such as Half-King, Pomoacan, 
Dunquad, Daunghuat and Petawontakas. (Care should be taken to avoid 

confusion with the Oneida Half-King and thee Seneca Half-King and with 
another Wyandot of lesser stature named Dun.quad who was chief some 
years later.) 

Tarhe was chosen to be the successor of Too-Doh-Reh-Zhooh. There is 
no record of any other member of the Porcupine Clan having become 
Sastaretsi up until that time. Sachems had always come from the Deer, 
Bear and Turtle clans. But Tarhe, a Porcupine, because of his unique 
abilities was selected by general concensus to guide the Wyandots in 
those desperate days. Although he assumed the duties and powers of 
Sachem it is not believed that Tarhe ever assumed the title Sastaretsi. 

He had already gained the respect of the various tribes and of the French, 
British and Americans long before this time. In 1786 Tarhe and his 
son-in-law, Isaac Zane, were listed among the witnesses to a United 
States Treaty signing with the Shawnee. Both before and after this time, 
Wyandots were often invited to sit in on negotiations between the 
Government and vartous tribes. 

Isaac Zane had come a long way since his capture at the age of rune. 
The tribe treated him vdery well and Tarhe took him into his own 
household to live. When he reached manhood, Isaac married Myeerah, 
Tarhe's only daughter. 

Isc;iac visited his Zane relatives many times. However he always returned 
to the Wyandots. Isaac acted as interpreter on many important occasions. 

He served under Anthony Wayne for a time and, upon his return, was 



welcomed. into the Wyandot lodges where he was respected for having 
done his duty as he saw it. 

A bit of mystery surrounds Tarhe's first wife, the mother of Myeerah. It is 
generally believed that she was French of the Durante family. Some say 
she was captured. as a child, raised by the Wyandots and subsequently 
manied to Tarhe. One stgory claims that she was recognized by her 
blood father while at Detroit and that Tahre took her away from the area 
and never permitted. he to bo back, fearing that he would lose her. This 
would appear to be romantic fiction. She may very well have been French 
and a Durante, but almost certainly she was not a captive. The Wyandots 
were on excellent tem1S with the French during those years and such a 
seizure would surely have been unthinkable. 

Whatever the truth of the matter, Myeerah's mother is rarely, if ever, 
mentioned. again in writing. She may have died at an early age, or Tarhe 
may have been divorced from her. He married at least once more, and 
that marriage too din mystery. He probably married Sally Sharpe. They 
had one son who was severely disabled and died at the age of 

twenty-five. 

Sally Sharpe subsequently married another Wyandot, Between-the-Logs. 
She moved west with the tribe in 1843 and at some point married a man 
named Frost. She is most generally referred to as Sally Frost. She was 
said to have been captured at Greenbriar, Virginia in 1782, at the age of 

one or two. Another version says that Sally Frost was actually Caty Sage, 
who was captured in Elk Creek Valley, Virtginia and died in Kansas at the 
age of sbcty-six after having been married three times, etc. Caty's brother 
is said to have visited her in Kansas in 1848, but she reportedly refused 
to return to Virginia with him. She said to him, "Though you may think my 
lot has been a hard one- and certainly it has- I have no reason to 
complairl. I have always been treated tenderly in the way I have been 
raised.· It was generally considered that the Wyandots treated prisoners 
more kindly thatn did other tribes.) 

Another story of an Indian captive that concerns Tarhe tells something of 
his personal character. 

Peggy Fleming, a white girl, was brought as a captive to Upper Sandusky, 
a Wyandot town, by a small group of Cherokees in 1789. The party 
camped about one-quarter mile from Tarhe's village. Word soon spread 
that there was a white captive nearby. 

A white man named Whitaker who had himself been captured and raised 
by the Wyandots went to visit Peggy. "Whitaker had by this time achieved a 

position of influence in the tribe. He had frequently gone on trading 
missions to Pittsburgh where he had often stayed at a tavern owned by 
Peggy's father. Whitaker recognized the girl immediately and she begged 

him to help her escape. 



He returned to Upper Sandusky and told Tarhe the prisoneer was his 
sister. Tarhe believed Whitaker and went to the Cherokee camp asking 
for Peggy's release. The Cherokees refused. Tarhe then offered to 
purchase the girl and again they refused his request. he was determined 
to secure her release and returned to the Wyandot town, telling Whitaiker 
to raise a fair sum of money or a quantity of silver brooches. Early the next 
morning Tarhe and eight or ten other warriors returned to the Cherokee 
camp and, found them asleep. Peggy was naked and painted black, an 
indication that she was to be killed. Tarhe cut her bonds, secured her 
clothing and then awakened the Cherokees. He told them Peggy was 
now his pnsoner and tossed the money and brooches at their feet. The 
Wyandots took Peggy to Upper Sandusky and delivered her to 'Whitaker. 
After a few days she was escorted back to Pittsburgh. Wheterh Tarhe ever 
learned Peggy was not related to Whitaker is not know. 

Among the close friends of Tarhe was the greaqt Mingo chief, Logan. 
They lived near each other for a time and the Mingo felt very close to the 
Wyandot nation. It is believed the Wyandots buried this famous chief 

when he died. 

Tarhe lived at various locations in Ohio including present day Lancaster, 
Columbus, Solomonstown, Zanesfield, Upper Sandusky and Cranetown 
(named for him). 

Tarhe helped negotiate many treaties during the time he was Grand 
Sachem. Throught this time he attempted to hold his tribe together, to 
serve the other tribes in the area and to relinquish each parcel of land 
only after the pressures had become unbearable. 

He fought against Clark, Boupuet, Mannar, St. Clair and Wayne. Although 
Tarhe was eventually defeated. both his enemies and his friends knew 
he was dedicated first and last to the welfare of his people. 

It is believed the last battle Tarhe fought in personally was in 1 794 at 
Fallen Timbers. That action·was a brief but devastating one for the allied 
tribes. The only tnbe to fight with distinction that day was the Wyandots. 
They were pinned down near the river and lost heavily. The Wyandot 
chiefs were decimated. Of the thirteen chiefs who entered the battle, only 
Tarhe survived and he was severely wounded in the rtght elbow. 

Most Indians realized their cause was lost after Fallen Timbers. The 
British had failed to supprot tern and the tribes could assemble no force 
capable of opposing Wyane. When he summoned the tribes to 
Greenville, almost all of the Indian leaders in the Midwest responded. A 
notable exception was Tecumseh. 

In July 1795, nearly a year after Fallen Timbers, a great assemblage of 
Indians met with Wayne at Greenville, Ohio. The acknowledged leader of 



the Indians was Tarhe, and a principal interpreter was Isaac Zane. 

Duling the lengthy negotiations Tarhe made several speeches. The 
following example of his eloquence gives some measure of his intellect: 

"Elder brother! Now listen to us. The great Spirit above has appointed. this 
day for us to meet together. I shall now deliver my sentiments to you, the 
fifteen fires. I view you, lying in a gore of blood. It is me, an Indian who 
caused it. Our tomahawk yet remains in your head- the English gave it to 
me to place there. 

"Elder brother! I now take the tomahawk out of your head; but with so 
much care you shall not feel pain or injury. I will now tear a big tree up by 
the roots and throw the hatchet into the cavity which they occupy; where 

the waters will wash it away to where it can never be found. Now. I have 
buried the hatchet, and I expect that none of my color will ever again find it 
out. I now tell you that none in particular can justly clcmn this ground- it 
belongs in common to all. No earthly being has an exclusive right to it." 
(Spoken on a blue belt.) 

"Brothers, the fifteen fires, listen! You now see that we have buried the 
hatchet. We still see blood around, and in order to clear away all grief. we 
now wipe away the blood from around you, which together with the dirt 
that comes away from it. we bury with the hatchet in the hole we have 
made for them, and replace the great tree, as it stood before, so that 
neither our children, nor our children's children can ever again discover 
it." (Spoken on a blue string attached a.."'1d both delivered.) 

"Brothers, listen! I now wipe your body clean from all blood with this white, 
soft linen (a white wampum) and I do it with as much tenderness as I am 
capable of. You have appointed this house for the chiefs of the different 
tribes to sit in with you, and none but good words ought to be spoken in it. 
I have swept it clean- nothing impure rema:ins in it. 

"Brothers, listen! We are both placed on this ground. I now wipe the tears 
from your eyes and open your ears. I see your throat is so stopped that 
you are nearly suffocated- I now open your throat and make it quite clean, 
that whatever the Great Spirtt may think proper for you to swallow may go 
down without any obstruction. I see also that your heart is not in its true 
situation- I now place it in its proper position, that anything you may hear 
from us, your brothers, may descend directly to it, and what you shall say 
may come with truth and ease from it. 

"Brother! I clear away the hovering clouds that we may enjoy a clear, 
bright day; and easily see the sun which the Great Spirit has bestowed on 
us, to rise and set continually." (A white string.) 

"Brother! Listen to us Indians, who now speak to you. The bones which 
lie scattered. of your ancient warriors who fell in defense of the present 



cause, we gather all together, and bury them now, and place th1s white 
board over the, that they may never again be seen by our posterity." (A 
white belt and string.) 

"Brother warrior! Listen to us. The great chiefs are about to speak to you. 
Your chiefs and warriors present, listen also. 

"Brother! We speak not from our lips, but from our hearts, when we are 
resolved upon good works. I always told you that I never intended to 
deceive you, when we entered upon this business. It was never the 
intention of us Indians to do so. I speak from my heart what I now say to 
you The Great Spirtt is now viewing us, and did he discover any 
baseness or treachery, it would excite his just anger against us. 

"Brother! Listen to me. We are all of one mind, who are here assembled. 
This is a business not to be trifled with- it is a matter of the utmost 
concern to us. We happily so far agree in handling our ancestors' 
records, who always worked for peace. 

"Brother! You have proposed to us to build our good work on the treaty of 
Muskingum. That treaty I have always considered as formed upon the 
fatrest principles. You took pity on us Indians-you did not do as our 
fathers, the British, agreed you should. You might by that agreement, 
have taken all our lands; but you pitied us. and let us hold part. I always 
looked upon that treaty to be binding upon the United States and us 

Indians. 

"Brothen Listen to us Indians- I told you just now that we were upon 
business of the greatest moment. I now conclude the great work we have 
been employed in, and with this, I cover the whole earth, that it may 
appear white, and shine all over the world. I hope the Great Spirtt will 
have pity on us, and make this work lasting." (Four large mixed belts 
presented.) 

"Brother! I am going to relate to you the treaty made at Muskingum in a 
few words. I have not forgotten that treaty; neither have you. At that time we 
settled a peace between the Delawares, Six Nations, Ottawas, 
Chippewa:ys, Potawattarnies, and us Wyandots. It is very true there were 
not so many different nations then assembled as are now present. We 
now establish a general, permanent, and lasting peace, forever. 

"Brother! We are all sensible that when you struck the boundary, at that 
time, it ran from Tuscarawas to a little way below Loramie, where the fort 
stood, which was destroyed in 1752. I understand the line has since 
been moved a little toward us. Be strong, brothers, and fulfill your 
engagements. 

"Brothers, listen! I have told you that I speak from my heart- you see the 
speeches I have delivered. Peruse them and see whether or not I have 



spoken with sincerity. 'Ih1s is all your brothers of the dfflerent nations 
present have this day to say to you." 

Chief Tarhe died 1n November 1816, at Cranetown near Upper Sandusky 
Ohio. The funeral for this 76 year old man was the largest ever known for 
an Indian Chief. Among the Indians coming from great distances was 
Red Jacket, the noted leader and orator from Buffalo New York. The 
mourners were without paint or decorations of any kind and their 
countenance showed the deepest sorrow. 



TARHE 
Mrs. Thelma Marsh 
Upper Sandusky Ohio 

Chief Tarhe, according to the engraving on his memorial marker was" A distinguished Wyandot Chief and 
Loyal American." 

There was probably no other individual who did so much to bring peace between the Indian people and the 
whites of Ohio as ChiefTarhe, the Crane. He was the leading spirit at the Treaty of Greenville in 1795, and 
used his influence with all the tribes to keep the terms of the treaty 

Born in the vicinity of Detroit, Mich. in 1742, he was a member of the Porcupine clan of the tribe, known also 
as the descendants oqhe Petuns, or 'Tobacco Nation," of the Huron Confederacy. 

William Walker says "When in his prime he must have been a lithe, wiry man, capable of great endurance as 
he marched at the rear of his warriors through the whole of General Harrison's campaign into Canada. He was 
an active participant in the Battle of the Thames, although 72 years old. He was a man of mild aspect and 
gentle in his manners when in repose, but when acting publicly exhibited great energy, and when addressing 
his people there was always something that to my youthful ear sounded like command. he never drank spirits, 
never used tobacco in any form." 

"His Indian name is supposed to mean crane (tall fowl) but this is a mistake. Crane is merely a sobriquet 
bestowed upon him by the French, thus: Le Chef Grue, or Monsieur Grue, the Chief Crane or Mr. Crane. The 
nickname was bestowed upon him because of his height and slender build. He had no English name but the 
Americans adopted the French nickname. Tarhe when critically analyzed means "at him" or "at the tree'' ... 

Chief Tarhe married the daughter of Chevalier Durante, a French Canadian. They had a daughter named 
Myerrah (White Crane). Myerrah became the wife of Isaac Zane who was the brother of Ebenezer Zane and the 
historically well-known Betty Zane. Isaac was the founder of Zanesville Ohio. in Logan County. Indian 
villages at this time were not permanent but moved as food and game became scarce. Most of the Wyandot 
Indian villages or camps were within the Sandusky River watershed. Before the Greenville Treaty, Tarhe was 
living at Solomanstown, believed to be in Logan County. He afterwards took his camp to the banks of the 
Hockhocking River at what is now Lancaster, Ohio. 

Chief Tarhe died in November 1816, at Cranetown near Upper Sandusky Ohio. The funeral for thjs 76 year 
old man was the largest ever known for an Jndian Chief. Among the Indians coming from great distances was 
Red.Ja-cket, the noted leader and orator from Buffalo New York. The mourners were without paint or 
decorations of any kind and their countenance showed the deepest sorrow. John Johnson gives a vivid 
description of the Ceremony of Mourning in his "Recollections." The grave of this noble and honored chief is
unknown. 



Address of Tarhe, Grand Sachem of the Wyandot Nation to the 
assemblage at the Treaty of Greenville 

Joly 22,1795 
Isaac Zane, interpreter 

Editor's note: Tarhe was the first chief to sign the Treaty of Greenville as chief of the tribe that headed the 
Northwest Confederacy. As keepers of the Camulet, the Wyandots were entrusted with the Indian copy of the 
treaty. 

"Elder brother! Now listen to us. The great Spirit above has appointed this day for us to meet together. I shall 
now deliver my sentin:;ients to you, the fifteen fires. I view you, lying in a gore of blood. It is me, an Indian 
who caused it. Our tomahawk yet remains in your head- the English gave it to me to place there. 

"Elder brother! I now take the tomahawk out of your head; but with so much care you shall not feel pain or 
injury. I will now tear a big tree up by the roots and throw the hatchet into the cavity which they occupy; where 
the waters will wash it away to where it can never be found. Now, I have buried the hatchet, and I expect that 
none of my color will ever again find it out. I now tell you that none in particular can justly claim this ground
it belongs in common to all. No earthly being has an exclusive right to it." (Spoken on a blue belt.) 

"Brothers, the fifteen fires, listen! You now see that we have buried the hatchet. We still see blood around, and 
in order to clear away all grief, we now wipe away the blood from around you, which together with the dirt 
that comes away from it, we bury with the hatchet in the hole we have made for them, and replace the great 
tree, as it stood before, so that neither our children, nor our children's children can ever again discover it." 
(Spoken on a blue string attached and both delivered.) 

"Brothers, listen! I now wipe your body clean from all blood with this white, soft linen (a white wampum) and 
I do it with as much tenderness as I am capable of. You have appointed this house for the chiefs of the 
different tribes to sit in with you, and none but good words ought to be spoken in it. I have swept it clean
nothing impure remains in it 

"Brothers, listen! We are both placed on this ground. I now wipe the tears from your eyes and open your ears. 
I see your throat is so stopped that you are nearly suffocated- I now open your throat and make it quite clean, 
that whatever the Great Spirit may think proper for you to swallow may go down without any obstruction. I 
see also that your heart is not in its true situation- I now place it in its proper position, that anything you may 
hear from us, your brothers, may descend directly to it, and what you shall say may come with truth and ease 
from it. 

"Brother! I clear away the hovering clouds that we may enjoy a clear, bright day; and easily see the sun which 
the Great Spirit has bestowed on us, to rise and set continually." (A white string.) 

"Brother! Listen to us Indians, who now speak to you. The bones which lie scattered of your ancient warriors 
who fell in defense of the present cause, we gather all together, and bury them now, and place this white board 
over the, that they may never again be seen by our posterity." (A white belt and string.) 

"Brother warrior! Listen to us. The great chiefs are about to speak to you. Your chiefs and warriors present, 
listen also. 

"Brother! We speak not from our lips, but from our hearts, when we are resolved upon good works. I always 
told you that I never intended to deceive you, when we entered upon this business. It was never the intention 
of us Indians to do so. I speak from my heart what I now say to you. The Great Spirit is now viewing us, and 
did he discover any baseness or treachery, it would excite his just anger against us. 



"Brother! Listen to me. We are all of one mind, who are here assembled. This is a business not to be trifled 
with- it is a matter of the utmost concern to us. We happily so far agree in handling our ancestors' records, 
who always worked for peace. 

"Brother! You have proposed to us to build our good work on the treaty of Muskingum. That treaty I have 
always considered as formed upon the fairest principles. You took pity on us Indians- you did not do as our 
fathers, the British, agreed you should. You might by that agreement, have taken all our lands; but you pitied 
us, and let us hold part. I always looked upon that treaty to be binding upon the United States and us Indians. 

"Brother! Listen to us Indians- I told you just now that we were upon business of the greatest moment. I now 
conclude the great work we have been employed in, and with this, I cover the whole earth, that it may appear 
white, and shine all over the world. I hope the Great Spirit will have pity on us, and make this work lasting." 
(Four large mixed belts presented.) 

"Brother! Tam going to relate to you the treaty made at Muskingum in a few words. I have not forgotten that 
treaty; neither have you. At that time we settled a peace between the Delawares, Six Nations, Ottawas, 
Chippeways, Potawattarn.ies, and us Wyandots. It is very true· there were not so many different nations then 
assembled as are now present. We now establish a general, permanent, and lasting peace, forever. 

"Brother! We are all sensible that when you struck the boundary, at that time, it ran from Tuscarawas to a little 
way below Loramie, where the fort stood, which was destroyed in 1752. I understand the line has since been 
moved a little toward us. Be strong, brothers, and fulfill your engagements. 

"Brothers, listen! I have told you that I speak from my heart- you see the speeches I have delivered. Peruse 
them and see whether or not I have spoken with sincerity. This is all your brothers of the different nations 
present have this day to say to you." 



P OPULAR LITERATURE AND motion pictures 
have created an image of the heroic fron
tiersman, wise in the ways of the Indian, 
who was an expert marksman, skilled 
hand-to-hand fighter, and adept tracker. 

Such an idealized individual of almost supernatural 
physical and mental capabilities must be the 
figment of an imaginative mind. Actually, early 
settlers in what became Kentucky and Ohio fer
vently believed that such a man truly existed, and 
that his name was Simon Kenton. Many of Ken
ton's exploits almost sound like the work of a 
Hollywood scriptwriter, but most are corroborated 
by the statements of a host of his contemporaries. 

Even the beginnings of Kentons life on the fron
tier smack of a novelist's pen. In 1771, at the age of 
sixteen, while living with his tenant-farmer parents 
in northern Virginia, he was involved in a vicious 
fight with a rival youth who had won the hand of 
his sweetheart. Wrongly fearing that he had killed 
his opponent, Kenton fled to the West, changing his 
name to Simon Butler and joining a group of hunt
ers and trappers headed into the Ohio Valley. From 
these men and others, he learned the woodland 
skills that combined with his natural quickness and 
keen sense of observation to eventually make him 
one of the most renowned hunters and scouts in the 
Ohio Valley. Kenton was physically well equipped 
for the role, measuring over six feet in height and 
weighing a solid 190 pounds. 

Among those who befriended him in these pre
Revolutionary days was the famous renegade 
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by David A. Simmons 

A frontiersman like Kenton undoubtedly used many different 
firearms in an active life. This one is credited as Kenton's and 
was obtained by an early-twentieth-century newspaper publisher 
and gun collector. While the lock appears to be of the late 
eighteenth century, the stock shows evidence of rebuilding in the 
early nineteenth. Huntington Museum of Art 

Simon Girty. Despite Girty's villainous reputation, 
Kenton always considered him one of his best 
friends, defending him from abusive attacks and 
labeling him a "good man" (See TIMELINE, 
June • July 1985). 

Kenton's abilities as a guide were highly 
respected and sought after by settlers moving into 
the Ohio Valley. Because of his skill as a tracker 
and marksman, he often was asked to supply vari
ous settlements with wild game during the long 
destitution of the winter months. Especially note
worthy was his service to Harrodsburg, Kentucky, 
in the bitter winter of 1776-77, a year, in Kenton's 
words, when "the Indians became very harsh on 
us." Under the constant surveillance of the Indians, 
Kenton could only leave the fort during darkness, to 
spend the cold winter night in the woods. Afraid 
to risk an open campfire, he built a small fire and 
crouched over the glowing embers, covering himself 
with a blanket until morning. The next day, after 
distancing himself from settlement, he began his 
hunt. Any deer that he shot were immediately 
butchered and the skin fashioned into a backpack 
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to carry the meat home to Harrodsburg. These 
hunts were repeated frequently, since they 
remained the primary source of food during that 
winter. 

Initially, many of Kenton's activities centered in 
Kentucky, and by the end of the Revolution he had 
established "Kenton's Station" near modern May s
ville. But his knowledge of the land also extended 
through what became the Northwest Territory. 

Such a wide geographical familiarity made 
Kenton valuable as a scout or "spy" for military 
expeditions, and he led a remarkable number 
through the wilderness over a forty-y ear period. 
His first was in 1774 when, at age nineteen, he 

Portrait of Simon Kenton 
by Louis M. Morgan. Oil on canvas, 
29 3/4 x 25 inches, 1836. 
Ohio f-jistorical Society 
With the passage of his rifle-toting days, 
Kenton reportedly always walked with a 
long staff. Painter Louis Morgan, commis
sioned to produce the frontiersman's 
portrait for a biographical series of "dis
tinguished Americans," found the 
venerable pioneer before a fireplace 
where he liked to sit and reminisce, occa
sionally stirring the embers with his staff. 

helped guide Angus McDonald 
and Lord Dunmore in campaigns 
against the Ohio Indians (See 
TIMELINE, August • September 
1987). He joined the famous 
expeditions of another of his 
Kentucky friends, George Rogers 
Clark, into the Illinois Country in 
1778 and into the Ohio Country 
in 1780 and 1782. General 

- Anthony Way ne asked him to
organize a company of spies for
his expedition in the 1790s and
designated him "advance pilot
of the army," but illness forced

Kenton to miss the decisive Battle of Fallen Tim
bers. Even as late as the War of 1812 Kenton was 
still held in high esteem and participated in Gen
eral Harrison's invasion of Upper Canada. Due to 
his familiarity with Tecumseh, Kenton was called 
on to try to identify the famous chieftain's body 
after the Battle of the Thames. 

It was, in fact, Kenton's knowledge of the Indians 
that guaranteed his immortality with the frontier 
populace. Examples abound of his amazing 
alertness, lightning reflexes, and extraordinary 
understanding of Indian way s. Despite his repeated 
involvement in the violent and retaliatory frontier 
fashion of dealing with native Americans, he seems 
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to have maintained a healthy respect and caution 
whenever meeting with Indians. Numerous pioneer 
reminiscences reveal the deference shown to Ken
tons opinion and advice when Indians were 
concerned and to his skills in combating them. 

One distinctive display of his abilities occurred 
when he organized a party to rescue a wagoner 
captured in northern Kentucky by Indians in the 
fall of 1790. The pursuit crossed the Ohio River and 
continued for several day s to a point where the trail 
divided into three courses. After study ing each, 
Kenton, without explaining, chose the middle 
route. This was followed for several miles to where 
the trail split into two branches. Again Kenton 
studied and this time led the party along the one 
on the right. By the end of the day, they came upon 
the Indians with their captive and after a brief 
exchange of shots, obtained the freedom of the wag
oner. Even though faced with five different trails, 
Kenton had chosen the right one in each case. 
While pure luck should probably not be ruled out, 
Kenton's contemporaries preferred to see it as an 
exceptional feat of woodcraft. 

Unquestionably, Kenton's greatest exploit came 
with his Indian captivity and escape in 1778-79. As 
Kenton's only real biographer, Edna Kenton, stated 
in 1930, it was "an adventure which for its momen
tous succession of perils, transitions and hairbreath 
escapes has not its parallel in all the adventurous 
annals of Western border history." While in south
ern Ohio on a spy ing mission, he was captured 
and accused by the Indians of horse-stealing. An 
extraordinary series of torments, insults, and indig
nities followed, the first of which involved being 
bound tightly and strapped to the back of a wild 
horse that was driven through tree branches and 
underbrush. Painfully bound at night, he repeat
edly was forced to run the gauntlet as his captors 
traveled to various villages. His upper arm was 
broken and left unset for days. Sentenced to burn 
at the stake, his execution was delayed, first by 
Simon Girty, then by the Mingo chief, Logan. 
Finally ransomed by an emissary from British 
Detroit, Kenton spent the winter as a prisoner 
there, but eventually escaped, arriving back in 
Kentucky in July 1779. Simply surviving such an 
unbelievable ten-month ordeal would have ensured 
his perpetual fame. But having gained valuable 
intelligence of the land, at his first opportunity, 
Kenton again returned to the Ohio Country as 
part of a military expedition. 

Kenton's real passion in life was not, as might be 
expected, fighting Indians, but the ownership of 
land. Once he learned that his teenage fight had 
not resulted in his opponent's death, he dropped 
his pseudony m of Butler and under his real name 
proceeded to claim vast tracts of land. One of his 
friends labeled Kenton "land-crazy," and for good 
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reason. He took advantage of his position in the 
vanguard of settlement, marking off the best lands 
for himself, and his ultimate holdings were 
estimated to be almost a half-million acres in 
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. 
Unlike restless frontiersmen such as Daniel Boone, 
who chafed at the approach of civilization, Kenton 
owned a substantial estate in northern Kentucky 
by the 1790s and lived in a fine brick house, sur
rounded by children, slaves, horses, and tenant 
farmers. This he gave up from a fear that all the 
good land had been taken in Kentucky and because 
of the irresistible lure of "the fertile Territory 
Northwest of the Ohio that was ripe for specula
tion." In 1799 he removed to the Mad River north 
of Springfield to take up land that he had observed 
during his captivity and numerous military cam
paigns. Here he settled 'into Ohio society and in 
1804 was appointed a brigadier general in the state 
militia. Although he soon resigned his commission 
in order to investigate lands in the new Louisiana 
Territory across the Mississippi, he was thereafter 
known as "General." 

But Kenton was never to recreate the landed 
wealth and status that he had enjoyed in Kentucky. 
A variety of business enterprises failed, and he was 
on several occasions put in debtors' prison; for a 
time Kenton and his family occupied the Cham
paign County jail in Urbana, Ohio. He spent 
his last day s in poverty on a small farm near 
Zanesfield, in Logan County, where he died in 1836. 

Still, as long as Kenton was alive, his knowledge 
and especially his phenomenal memory assured 
him of a certain status in frontier society. One of 
the last trips he ever made was to testify in Ken
tucky, where the Virginia land survey sy stem of 
metes and bounds led to interminable legal wran
gling over conflicting land claims. Kenton's 
uncanny faculty for recalling the exact lay of the 
land was invaluable in settling such disputes, and 
although he remained illiterate throughout his life, 
he was frequently called as an expert witness in 
these proceedings. 

James Finley, one of Kenton's late-eighteenth-cen
tury contemporaries, described the frontiersman as 
"the master spirit of the time in that region of the 
country. He was looked upon by all as the great 
defender of the inhabitants ... ready to fly at a 
moment's warning to places of danger for the pro
tection of the scattered families in the wilderness." 
But Kenton was more than just a local protector, 
for his knowledge of the Old Northwest made possi
ble the success of many military expeditions. His 
importance to the conquest and settlement of the 
Northwest was recognized by his fellow pioneers, 
and Kenton should be remembered today in com
pany with popular recollections of frontiersmen 
like Boone and Davy Crockett. D 

✓ 



ARTHUR 
ST. CLAIR 

by J. Martin West 

HE OFFICERS AND MEN of the First Ameri
can Regiment snapped to attention in 
preparation for rendering military hon
ors. These troops were garrisoned at Fort 
Harmar, at the confluence of the Mus

kingum and Ohio rivers, on the edge of the 
Northwest Territory. Their ceremony marked the 
arrival on July 9, 1788, of the first territorial gover-
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nor, Arthur St. Clair of Pennsylvania. Seconding 
the military salutes and music of the troops were a 
loud clap of thunder and heavy downpour of rain 
that began just as the governor entered the fort. 
The symbolism of the event was all too revealing 
of St. Clair's career-there always seemed to be a 
cloud over the man, his success was inevitably 
dampened. 

St. Clair was a prominent and controversial fig
ure in the American Revolution and the early 
republic. Throughout his life he experienced wide 
swings of fortune; amassing great wealth and suf
fering abject poverty, achieving high military and 
civil honors and being degraded and humiliated by 
defeat and failure. As governor of the Northwest 
Territory and for a time the ranking officer of the 
United States Army, St. Clair was at the center of 
events in Ohio during the turbulent decade and a 
half before statehood. 

Born in the north of Scotland in either 17 34 or 
1736, St. Clair's early life is obscure. He is known 
to have been in the American colonies by 1757, the 
same year he purchased an ensign's commission in 
the newly raised Sixtieth Regiment of Foot, the 
Royal Americans. Two years later he saw conspic
uous service against the French in Canada. 

After the British victory in the French and Indian 
War, St. Clair was assigned to Boston, where he 
courted and married Phoebe Bayard, a daughter of 
a prominent Massachusetts family. She brought to 
the marriage a fortune that permitted his resigna
tion from the army, but four years later, in 1766, he 
was appointed civil caretaker of the decommis
sioned Fort Ligonier in southwestern Pennsylvania. 
By accepting grants of public land for military ser
vice and purchasing additional tracts, he eventually 
created a grand estate in the Ligonier Valley, 
becoming the largest resident landowner west of 

Preceding page: 
General Arthur St. Clair by Jean Pierre Henri Elouis. Oil on 
canvas, 18 x 14 inches, circa 1795. 
Fort Ligonier Association 
Painted in Philadelphia during one of his many absences from 
the Northwest Territory, this portrait depicts Governor St. Clair 
at around age sixty. He is shown in the uniform of the federal 
army's highest ranking officer, which from 1791 to 1792 he had 
been. The dark blue wool coat is faced and edged with buff, the 
color designated for general officers and their staff. The rise
and-fall cape, or collar, and cutaway style of the front are indica
tive of 1790s military fashion. 
Elouis immigrated to the United States just prior to the French 
Revolution. He established a studio in Philadelphia in 1793, 
where he gave drawing lessons and painted miniatures. In 1799 
he left the United States and eventually returned to his native 
France, where he died in 1843. 
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the Alleghenies. Simultaneously his political star 
began to rise, through connections with the Penn 
family and appointment to numerous positions in 
county government. On the eve of the Revolution, 
St. Clair was the leading citizen of western 
Pennsylvania. 

The early years of the Revolution were dotted 
with successes that reached their apex with 
St. Clair's appointment early in 1777 as a 

major general in the new Continental Army. Hav
ing served successively as a militia officer, a colonel 
of an infantry battalion, and as brigadier general, 
St. Clair had played key roles in the first invasion of 
Canada and in the defeat of the Crown's forces at 
Trenton and Princeton. 

In the spring of 1777, after a brief staff appoint
ment, St. Clair was given a coveted independent 
command: Fort Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain. 
Ticonderoga's overblown reputation as a key to the 
northern defenses bore little relationship to its 
deteriorated condition and understrength garrison. 
The arrival of a British army that took command 
of nearby heights compelled St. Clair's decision to 
abandon the place in early July 1777. Given the 
alternatives of a hopeless defense or a chance of 
saving his army to fight again, St. Clair probably 
made the correct choice; but it brought down upon 
him the most bitter denunciation and acrid criti
cism imaginable. Although he was acquitted by 
a military court, Congress never again entrusted 
St. Clair with a major command. He spent the 
remainder of the war recruiting and training new 
troops and absorbed in personal affairs that were 
complicated by his wife's decline into mental 
illness. 

Wartime devastation and St. Clair's long absence 
resulted in the neglect of his Ligonier properties 
and the erosion of his personal fortune. Having 
moved to Philadelphia, he began to rebuild his 
political career, being elected vendue-master (pub
lic auctioneer) and member of the Council of 
Censors, and then to Congress, where he took his 
seat in February 1786. 

One year later he achieved the supreme moment 
of his political life. His election in February 1787 
as president of Congress, the highest office in the 
land under the Articles of Confederation, indicates 
the regard accorded St. Clair by his peers. Unfortu
nately for St. Clair, in the same month, Congress 
authorized the convention that would ultimately 
form a new Constitution and a different sort of 
legislative body. With the adoption of the North
west Ordinance on July 13, an executive for the 
newly created territory was needed. St. Clair was 
evidently not above using his considerable influence' 
to guarantee passage of the Ordinance in exchange 
for this position, and so Congress appointed its own 
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president on October 4, 1787, as the first "Governor 
of the Territory northwest of the river Ohio." 

What kind of man was the new governor? Con
temporaries described him as a figure "of imposing 
appearance," tall and graceful with blue eyes and 
graying chestnut hair; they regarded him as intel
ligent and well educated, "of great uprightness of 
purpose , as well as suavity of manners." Emo
tionally mature and stable, St. Clair was devoted to 
his wife and seven children. In his early fifties, he 
suffered from severe gout that often made it impos
sible for him to mount a horse and sometimes 
confined him to bed for weeks; the disease fre
quently rendered him unfit for the responsibilities 
and hardships he faced in the Northwest Territory. 
In an era not known for temperance, St. Clair was 
considered a hard drinker. 

Philosophically, St. Clair was an ultra-conser
vative, a political orientation not unusual for a 
military man of his privileged background. 
Ardently nationalistic, like many veterans, St. Clair 
undertook an assignment that required him to rep-

St. Clair formed a lifelong friendship with fellow Scottish 
immigrant and American naval hero John Paul Jones. The com
modore found in St. Clair a strong supporter of the American 
navy and shipbuilding industry and claimed that no one had 
more respect for the governor's "character, talents and greatness 
of mind" than he. In 1787 Jones presented St. Clair with a 
mounted set of miniature silver naval cannons, presumably in 
recognition of his election as president of Congress. 
Fort Ligonier Association 

resent the interests of the national government and 
to exercise jurisdiction over some of the most fer
vent believers in the primacy of local sovereignty 
and democracy in the nation. It was an era of acute 
political extremes and violence; Federalists like St. 
Clair were certain that the Antifederalist views of 
Thomas Jefferson and his followers would lead to 
mob rule, overthrowing the fragile Constitution 
and established order: For their part many of the 
Jeffersonians were convinced that their Federalist 
opponents lusted after wealth and power, intending 
to destroy democracy and ensure a government 
dominated by monied interests and the propertied 
class. Both were extreme views and, clearly, com
promise was not the order of the day. 

If St. Clair is to be believed, his governorship 
"was, in large measure, forced upon me" by his 
friends in Congress. From the start he was dissatis
fied with both the job and its $1 ,500 annual salary, 
and he longed for another position. After ratifica
tion of the new Constitution in 1788, St. Clair's 
name reportedly was freely canvassed-surely with 
his encouragement-for vice-president. While 
nothing came of that, in 1790 he sought the Pennsyl
vania governorship, but his identification with the 
sparsely settled western part of the state and the 
albatross of T iconderoga were such political lia
bilities that he was crushed by his opponent, 27,188 
to 2,869. In 1792 St. Clair entertained thoughts of 
election to the U.S. Congress from Ligonier, but he 
became convinced that a race in that Jeffersonian 
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stronghold would be hopeless. 
In the meantime he was obliged to give attention 

to his duties as governor of the Northwest Ter
ritory. According to the Ordinance, he shared all 
governmental powers with three congressionally 
appointed judges and a territorial secretary. The 
arrangement was an uneasy one, but steady prog
ress was made in appointing minor officials, 
establishing a legal framework, organizing coun
ties, and raising a militia, all crucial in St. Clair's 
determination to the establishment of federal 
authority. The most pressing problem was the 
ever-increasing friction between Indians and new
comers. While St. Clair made strenuous efforts 
from 1788 to 1790 to peacefully negotiate these 
differences, all were to prove fruitless. 

St. Clair is probably most remembered for his 
1791 campaign against the Indians. President 
Washington had named him, in addition to his civil 
duties, major general and head of a recently 
expanded federal force to be directed against the 
Algonquin peoples of what are today Ohio, Indiana, 
and Michigan, the senior post in the army. The 
previous year a military expedition had been 
defeated near Kekionga (modern Fort Wayne, Indi
ana). Now St. Clair's army, an understrength 
amalgamation of regulars, six-month levies, and 
militia, was hurried into a second attempt, but they 
too proved utterly incapable of matching their 
skilled opponents. Ill-trained and poorly equipped, 
the fourteen-hundred-man force was virtually anni
hilated on the Ohio headwaters of the Wabash River 
or. November 4, 1791. 

St. Clair's losses-the best estimate is 650 killed, 
260 wounded, and some 60 to 200 civilians killed
were heavier than those of any single battle in the 
Revolution. Failures on the part of the War Depart
ment and the chief quartermaster were partly to 
blame for the disaster. Factionalism among his 
subordinates and a lack of sufficient mounted 
troops were further handicaps. But the army's 
wretched intelligence and tactical failures were the 
responsibility of its commander, as.was the pre
battle decision to split off the best regiment to 
pursue deserters and safeguard supplies. Surprised 
at dawn in an unfortified camp, the militia pan
icked; the resulting confusion neutralized St. Clair's 
potential superiority in disciplined firepower and 
tactical cohesion. The best, perhaps, that may be 
said of St. Clair was his own incredibly brave con
duct tinder fire. At the start of the engagement, a 
musket ball grazed the side of his face, clipping a 
lock of his hair. Eight more balls pierced his coat 
and hat, and several of his horses were killed. Ignor
ing gout and danger, he led bayonet attacks to drive 
back the enemy, and he headed the troops that 
broke through the Indian lines, allowing the 
remnant of his army to escape. 
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St. Clair's health was so impaired that he should 
have declined command initially. His sense of 
duty-as well as the lure of extra military salary 
and the potential political dividends of military 
success-blinded his judgment. Now outgeneraled 
by his Indian opponents, he requested a military 
trial to clear his name. Instead, due to a lack of 
senior officers qualified to sit on a court martial, he 
was required to resign his commission, and then 
inquiry was made by a committee of the U.S. House 
of Representatives (the first such congressional 
action). Because he apparently had discharged his 
duties to the best of his ability and because of his 
unquestioned personal valor, St. Clair was exoner
ated. The administration even permitted him to 
retain his governorship, but he was never again 
given command of so much as a corporal's guard. 
Twenty-one years after the fact, he wrote a defense 
of his Indian campaign, bitterly conscious of his 
having presided over the worst defeat ever of any 
European or American army at the hands of the 
Indians. St. Clair's record has never been broken. 

H is military reputation in tatters, St. Clair 
spent seventeen months in Philadelphia jus
tifying his actions and battling ill health. 

Only then did he reluctantly return to the North
west Territory, confiding to Alexander Hamilton 
a few months later that he felt like "a poor devil 
banished to another planet." 

It was an embittered, defensive St. Clair who 
began a descent into a political fire storm from 
which he would never recover. Many of the gover
nor's problems were rooted in his unbending 
attitude and especially in his frequent absences 
from the Northwest Territory. In his first ten years 
as governor, St. Clair was back East over half the 
time, ostensibly always on official business, but also 
attending to personal matters as well as exploring 
other political opj:ions. 

St. Clair certainly was an unpopular figure to 
many Ohio Country residents. Increasingly, it 
became evident to most that the governor would 
delay the statehood process for as long as possible. 
He feared, in the absence of strong national sov
ereignty, the destructive influence of Spanish and 
British intrigues originating in Louisiana and 
Canada. As early as January 1790, he devised a 
strategy-the subdivision of the territory to keep 
population densities below the Ordinance's require
ment for advancement toward statehood. But by 
1798 the governor's hand was forced by an official 
census that permitted the evolutionary process to 
proceed to the next phase, locally elected represen
tation. Petulant and self-pitying, St. Clair quickly 
found himself unable to cooperate with a truculent 
new legislature and was liberal in the use of his 
veto, particularly to block establishment of new 
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counties and to control the tax apparatus. 
The election of Thomas Jefferson to the presi

dency in 1800 was the beginning of the end for St. 
Clair. The territory was finally divided, although 
along lines not to the governor's liking, with the 
western section, the new Indiana Territory, to be 
administered at Vincennes and the eastern section 
from Chillicothe (which St. Clair believed was a 
hotbed of Jeffersonian radicalism). Under able 
leaders, including Thomas Worthington and 
Edward Tiffin, the push for Ohio statehood became 
irrevocable, and St. Clair now realized that his days 
as governor were indeed numbered. He unwisely 
sought and received permission to speak unof
ficially to the first Ohio Constitutional Convention 
in Chillicothe. Over his vehement objections, this 
body had been authorized by the Enabling Act in 
1802, federal legislation that St. Clair characterized 
as "in truth a nullity" since he believed Congress 
had no authority over domestic activities in his 
"colonial state." Confrontational instead of concil
iatory, inflammatory rather than mollifying, a 
frustrated St. Clair handed his opponents the sword 
on which he would be impaled. Jefferson had hesi
tated to remove him out of respect for his age and 
Revolutionary service, but the open flaunting of the 
president's policies by an appointee could not be 
tolerated. Acting through Secretary of State James 
Madison, Jefferson dismissed Arthur St. Clair on 
November 22, 1802. 

A weary, broken St. Clair returned to Ligonier, 
financially ruined and compelled to sell his estate 
and other properties. Impoverished, he found him-

/ 

self responsible for an ailing wife and his widowed 
daughter and her six children. His son Daniel pro
vided him with a cabin near Ligonier from which 
he operated a tavern, barely eking out a living. He 
attempted to document his government's financial 
indebtedness to him from his military campaigns 
but was mostly unsuccessful, receiving only small 
pensions from Pennsylvania and the U.S. Congress 
near the end of his life. In 1818, in his early 80s, he 
was critically injured in a wagon accident and died 
several days later. 

How should history evaluate Arthur St. Clair? By 
general consensus he was a talented and fearless 
soldier who performed ably in the Revolution as a 
subordinate. His independent command decision 
at Fort Ticonderoga, while bitterly criticized, was 
the best choice in an impossible situation, requiring 
considerable moral courage. Tragically, by 1791 he 
was no longer up to the demands of command and 
led his forces to disaster. In the political realm, St. 
Clair proved himself a success both as a local office
holder and national legislator, but his record as an 
executive is at best mixed. Inflexible and aristo
cratic, St. Clair was often at odds and out of touch 
with the strong democratic movement in frontier 
Ohio. Although openly contemptuous of the pro
cesses of self-government provided for in the 
Ordinance, his initial implementation of the ter
ritorial system in the Northwest Territory was an 
unqualified success, setting the stage for the crea
tion of five new states. Amidst the controversy that 
still surrounds his name, that accomplishment is 
memorable. D 
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LEWIS WETZEL: WARFARE TACTICS ON THE FRONTIER 

By George Carroll 
(From West Virginia History, Vol. 50, Pp. 79- 90) 

Military involvement in Vietnam reacquainted the American public with guerrilla or partisan styles of warfare. 
In 1976, one scholar labeled the 1782 massacre of Christian Delaware Indians on the Musk.in gum River as the 
"My Lai of the American Revolution," and characterized George Rogers Clark as acquiescing to his 1782 
Miami VaJley campaign because "sadistic frontiersmen ... made it impolitic to oppose such action." This 
author concluded, "The White man's pathological hatred of the Indian would not allow him to distinguish 
friendlies from enemies." I Certainly this interpretation is in agreement with that of James Buchanan, Esq., 
who in 1824 was His Majesty's Consul for the State of New York, and defended the British use of Indian 
allies during the War of 1812. 

So overpowering and awful is the solemn gloom of an American forest, that to an 
European, under ordinary circumstances, the effect is a strange sensation of loneliness 
and inability to move in any direction without being immediately bewildered; . . . it is 
no reflection upon the high character of our troops to observe, . . . they are neither 
calculated by their habits nor discipline to contend with the riflemen of Kentucky . ... 
If the mode of warfare of the Indians was ferocious, that of the enemy with whom we had 
to contend was equally so. Every man who has served in that country can attest the fact, 
that the Kentuckians invariably carry the tomahawk and scalping knife into action, and 
are dexterous in using them.2 

Irregulars or detached unjts of regular troops operating with loose centraJ control are frequently prone to 
actions described as atrocities. This is especially true when communications are poor, no stabilizing "front" can 
be distinguished, and small-group surprise raids predominate. It was within such an atmosphere of constant 
· solation and emergency that Lewis Wet��I and others, such as Samuel Brady and Simon Kenton, became
.nil itary operatives representing the Euro Y American settlements of the Upper Ohio Valley during the last
quarter of the eighteenth century.

The task of an adequate scale of judgment for assessing the homicidal actions of Lewis Wetzel is difficult to 
establish apart from the frontier society he inhabited. By the time 0f his first captivity by the lndians in 1778, 
he and his brother Jacob were barely teenagers.3 In effecting their escape, Lewis demonstrated some of his 
precocious aptitude for border warfare. 

The two boys were captured while tending com at the Wetzel clearing. They had been given their father's rifle 
and powder horn and sent to the cornfield while the rest of the family remained under threat of Indian attack at 
Fort Shepherd in Ohio County. The Indians surrounded the two boys and fired upon Lewis. A ball grazed his 
breastbone, but caused no serious damage. His captors soon brought the bleeding under control by binding 
powdered and chewed sassafras leaves to the wound. With the eldest weakened, the two boys were hustled 
toward the Ohio River. On the second night, after crossing the river, Lewis and Jacob succeeded in slipping 
their bonds. They took their father's rifle and each secured a pair of moccasins before creeping away. Lewis 
had sufficient presence of mind and dexterity to retrieve the powder horn and shot pouch before fleeing the 
camp. The Indians conducted a search which the boys evaded, several times hiding within earshot of their 
captors. Upon returning to the Ohio River they constructed a crude raft and made their crossing. It was after 
arriving safely at Fort Henry, Wheeling, that Lewis supposedly made his public vow to make Indian hunting 
his vocation.4 

Several members of the Wetzel family were the victims of an ambush in 1786 when they were attacked while 
in a canoe. Lewis refused surrender demands and managed to get the canoe out of rifle range, but not before 
his father John Wetzel, Sr. and brother George were mortally wounded. His brother Martin suffered a flesh 
wound in the shoulder which did not prove serious. Clarence B. Allman, Lewis Wetzel's most devoted and 
·ecent biographer, contends that from this date, as concerned their forays against the lndians, "he and his
brothers now hunted for sport and vengeance."5
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Judgment of Wetzel by his contemporarie:s is revealing. General Josiah Harmer was outraged when in 1791 
Wetzel shot and seriously wounded Que Y shaw-say, a Delaware chief and peace emissary to Fort Hanner, 
Marietta, Ohio. On July 9, 1791, Ha,:mer wrote Secretary of War Henry Knox concerning the incident. 

This George Washington is a trusty confidential Indian and was wounded by some 
vagabond whites from the neighborhood of Wheeling. He is well known to Governor St. 
Clair, and I believe there is not a better Indian to be found. The villain who wounded 
him I am informed is one Lewis Whitzell. I am in hopes to be able to apprehend him and 
deliver him to Judge Parsons to be delt �·ith; but would much rather have it in my power 
to order such vagabonds hanged up immediately without trial.6 

Harmer was doubly incensed when the citizens of nearby Mingo Bottom, whom be was presumably to protect; 
refused to allow Wetzel to be arrested and tried. When Captain Kingsbury arrived with a company of soldiers, 
settlers who had gathered for a rifle match became so threatening that Kingsbury retreated to avoid a general 
engagement between army and citizenry.7 

Not all opinion was as favorable toward the Wetzels as was that of the riflemen of Mingo Bottom. Hamilton 
Karr, grandson and namesake of the Hamilton K arr who was a contemporary of the Wetzels, wrote in 1867 to 
Lyman C. Draper that he had been told emphatically several times that his grandfather "ever avoided the 
Wetzels not because they were not brave men but because they were rash men subjecting themselves and their 
companions to danger and difficulty. "8 R. L. Stevenson communicated to Draper in 1863 that the Indian war 
veterans whom he knew during his youth, 

. . . would say but little about what many of them thought was murder as they were 
mostly all of them Calvinistic Presbyterians .... But they would tell about Brady. They 
would all agree that he was brave but was not fit to command but was of a solitary turn 
like Wetzel who never made truce or peace but would kill and scalp an Indian for pastime 
[sic] when he had the opportunity .9 

Samuel Brady (1756Yl800). was somewhat older than Lewis Wetzel, but their characters and abilities seemed 
to be matched io conducting daring and ruthless assaults upon the Indians. J.C. Plumer recounted to Draper a 
story he bad from his father concerning Brady. During a cabin raising a Scottish immigrant with a broadsword 
declared that Brady's reputation with a rifle far outstripped his actual accomplishments. With no more rationale 
than the immigrant's dare to match scalps taken, both men attacked an Indian camp on the headwaters of 
Yellow Creek in eastern Ohio. Brady reappeared alone with a scalp in hand. Plumer concluded that "many men 
in the neighborhood did not relish the trick, and but seldom would Brady speak of it." I 0 

For pure audaciousness, no joint exploit of Brady and Wetzel has more appeal than their dressing as Indians 
and boldly walking into the Sandusky villages for the purpose of ascertaining Indian strength. After some time 
the ruse was detected, but both scouts succeeded in fighting their way out and avoided pursuit. I I The matter 
of Indian costume addresses issues of both tactics and appearance as regarded scouts generally and Lewis 
Wetzel particularly. When the aged George Roush, who served under Captain Samuel Brady at Pittsburgh 
from 1777-80, made application for a military pension in 1855, he described the following dress requirements: 

Declarant states that in obedience to the order of his said Captain Brady, he proceeded to 
tan his thighs and legs with wild cherry and white oak bark and to equip himself after 
the following manner, to wit, a breechcloth, leather leggins, moccasins, and a cap made 
out of a raccoon skin, with the feathers of a hawk, painted red, fastened to the top of the 
cap. Declarant was then painted after the manner of an Indian warrior. His face was 
painted red, with three black stripes across his cheeks, which was a signification of war. 
Declarant states that Captain Brady's company was about sixtyYfour in number, all 
painted after the manner aforesaid.12 

That such Indian dress became generally utilized is attested by Joseph Doddridge in his 1824 accounting of 
early settler social practices in western Virginia and Pennsylvania. 

In the latter years of the Indian war our young men became more enamored of the Indian 



dress throughout, with the exception of the matchcoat. The drawers were laid aside and 
the leggins made longer, so as to reach the upper part of the thigh. The Indian breech 
clout was adopted. This was a piece of linen or cloth nearly a yard long, and eight or 
nine inches broad. This passed under the belt before and behind leaving the ends for rlaps 
hanging before and behind over the belt. These naps were sometimes ornamented with 
some coarse kind of embroidery work. To the same belts whkh secured the breech clout, 
strings which supported the long Jeggins were- attache-d. When this be-It, as was orten the 
case, passed over the hunting shirt the upper part of the thighs and part of the hips were 
naked. 

The young warrior instead of being abashed by this nudity was proud of his Indian like 
dress. In some few instances I have seen them go Into places of public worship in this 
dress. Their appearance, however, did not add much to the devotion of the young 
ladi es.13 

Descriptions of Lewis Wetzel's appearance are similar to other accounts of contemporary white and Indian 
scouts. Christian Cackler recalled, "Lewis Wetzel was a man about six feet and well porportioned rather raw 
boned & actjve dark and swarthy. [ have seen Indians since I thought was about as white as he was."14 Lewis 
Bonnett remembered him as possessing very muscular arms and shoulders with well-proportioned legs and 
smallish feet, braided hair carefully knotted around his shoulders which reached nearly to his calves when 
combed out, extremely piercing black eyes, swarthy complexion much pitted by smallpox, and pierced ears 
from which he wore silk tassels and other ornaments. IS 

Wetzel's legendary athletic prowess was attested by Caleb Wells. When attacking an Indian camp with Wetzel, 
WeUs began chasing an Indian only to be outrun by Lewis. By the time Wells reached the stricken lndian, 
Wetzel had tomahawked and scalped h.im. Since Wells had considered himself swift of foot, he-later 
challenged Wetzel to a race of one hundred yards. Not only did Lewis easily win the race, but he discharged 
his rifle at the beginning, reloaded as he ran, and fired again as he reached the finish line.16 

.-'oremost among Wetzel's skills was his abiljty to load a rifle while running at top speed to avoid capture. His 
adroitness was jllustrated by his escape after Colonel Crawford's def eat on the Sandusky in 1782. Thomas 
Mills implored Wetzel to return and assist him in retrieving a valuable horse. Although Wetzel warned Mms 
that the Indians might lay in ambush for just such an attempt, be persisted. Lewis accompanied him only to see 
his worst fears realized. Mills was shot while reaching for the animal's tether rope. After shooting one of the 
assailants, Wetzel outdistanced all but four of the most determined Indians. They laid asi�� their guns, 
assuming the white man would never succeed in reloading. Lewis accomplished this nearYimpossible feat 
three times, and shot as many of his pursuers. The fourth gave up the chase with the exclamation, "No catch 
[th]at man, gun always loaded."17 

Wetzel's ability to reload on the run is an exploit not even claimed by Samuel Brady. A rifle, its barrel interior 
configured with raised and spiraling lands, presents a more difficult task of normal reloading than does a 
smooth bore weapon. This is especially so after an initial discharge due to the heavy residue of black powder. 
Present-day students of material culture are perplexed at providing a probable explanation for th.is phenomenon 
so generally attributed to Wetzel. One possibility is, when making rus famous races against death, Wetzel 
loaded with unpatched balls of considerably less size than the caliber of his rifle. He might then have seated the 
powder and ball by bouncing the butt of his rifle on the ground as he ran, as well as striking the breech area of 
the barrel with the heel of an open palm. This would avqid the cumbersome use of a ramrod. An enlarged 
touchhole could also allow the flintlock pan to have become self-priming. 

Jacob Wetzel was credited with a quick reload during the late 1780s when Indians attacked a cabin occupied by 
himself and his sister Susannah. After Jacob cleverly used a wooden head decoy to attract the first shot, the 
Indians rushed the cabin on the assumption that he had been killed. "Jacob shot one dead on his approach--and 
Susan quickly shut and bolted the door. Jacob soon had powder in bis gun and roling two naked bullets down, 
and fired out a porthole just as the Indian was in the act of making off-the two balls taking effect in the 
ndian's back which soon brought him to the ground." This quick reload employing "two naked bullets" 

clearly suggests no use of a ramrod or the normal greased patch.18 



Jeptha_R. Simms published an account of Nathaniel Foster, born about 1767 in Vermont, who became a 
muchY noted hunter in the vicinity of Herkimer, New York, by the early 1790s. Foster is credited with an 
ability to fire six shots per minute with his rifle. 

While hunting he usually wore three rifle balls between the fingers of each hand, and 
invariably thus In the left hand, if he had that number of balls with him. He had a large 
bony hand, and having worn such jewels a long time, they had made for themselves 
cavities in the nesh which concealed them almost as effectively as they were, when hid 
in the moulds In which they were run from the fused lead. The superficial observer would 
not have noticed them. 

Foster's quick shooting was in the days of flintlocks. He had a powder flask with a 
charger, and with six well pared balls between his fingers, he would pour in the powder, 
drop in a ball that would just roll down without a patch, and striking the breech of his 
gun with his hand, It was primed; soon after which the bullet was speeding to Its mark. 
These rapid discharges could only be made at a short distance, as to make long shots it 
became necessary to patch the balls and drive them down with a rod, the latter being 
dispensed with the former case.19 

Such patches were usually linen but som�times buckskin, and were saturated with bear or 
other animal grease. They provided a much needed lubricant to overcome load resistance from 
the black powder residue and the spiral of the rifling. 

Lewis accomplished his reloads while being chased at full speed over unfamiliar wilderness 
terrain. If he used unpatched balls oflesser caliber, he could not have relied upon the patched 
ball accuracy of normal rifle shooting. It would have been necessary to allow his adversaries 
to get within near reach of himself, and fire at what must often have been point-blank range. 
During the Thomas Mills's horse episode, one of the three Indians succeeded in grasping 
Wetzel's barrel before he could shoot. Joseph Doddridge quotes Wetzel as saying that "be and 
the Indian had a severe wring" before he forced the muzzle to the Indian's breast and fired.20 

After the loss of his father and brother during the 1786 canoe ambush, Lewis made his home 
for some time with Lewis Bennett's father, then living on Wheeling Creek. From this base he 
crossed the Ohio River as opportunity presented itself. 

He discovered an Indian camp near the west bank of the Ohio river. The 
fire was still burning and Wetzel concealed himself nearby waiting with 
patience the return of an Indian. At last there were three that made their 
appearance. One was an old Indian carrying his rine and a deer skin. The 
other two were young lads, probably his sons, carrying their bows and 
arrows. Lewis waited with anxiety until they got safely around their fire. 
The old Indian put his gun in the back of the camp. Lewis concluded that 
the proper time had come, and he took deliberate aim at the old Indian 
with his old "kill devil." As soon as he pulled the trigger he rushed on 
the young Indians calling aloud to come on, signifying that there were 
more with him. The young Indians took to flight. Lewis pursued and 
soon had his gun reloaded. He could easily outrun the young braves and 
coming up close to them he shot one through the body. The young 
Indian sank to the ground the blood coming from his mouth. Lewis soon 
dispatched him with his tomahawk, and made his way back to the camp, 
scalped the one there and made his way for home. Upon his return he was 
asked what luck he had, his reply was I treed three but got only two of 
them, at the same time pulling the two scalps from his shot pouch.21 

No action could illustrate any better what a skillful and remorseless terrorist Lewis Wetzel had 
become by his midYtwenties. 

In mounting guerrilla-style forays against the Indians, Wetzel was certainly not unique to the 



era. Other suc.cessful transY Appalachian scouts adopted not only the dress but the tactics of 
their adversaries. A "spoils of war" motive often accompanied the public service aspect of a 
venture. The famous rifleman Tim Murphy. who in the 1777 Saratoga Campaign picked off 
British General Simon Frazer on specific orders from Daniel Morgan. was described two 
years later by Lieutenant Colonel Adam Hubley. Hubley. commander of the 11th Pennsylvania 
Regiment in General John Sullivan's 1779 expedition against the Iroquois, noted in his 
campaign journal on September 13, "this Murphy is a noted marksman, and a great soldier, 
he having killed and scalped that morning, in the town they were at, an Indian, which makes 
the three and thirtieth man of the enemy he has killed, as is well known to his officers, (in] 
this war."22 S. E. Fouts likewise described his brother Daniel Fouts's activities during the 
border war period to Lyman C. Draper in the following terms: "my Br. never had much to say 
about his Indian hunts. When persons would speak of lndian signs be would inquire the 
particulars and soon be missing some times for 2 or 3 days(.] [A]fter returning he would be 
seen with some Indian trinkets which would lead persons to suspect where he had been. "23 

The spoils from a fortunate raid could be of considerable value by frontier standards. Indian 
trinkets were frequently silver, and often became a circulating medium of exchange in frontier 
fur trading communities, which were chronically short of hard cash. James Hollister 
recounted to Draper an episode wherein after pursuing Indians to the vicinity of present St. 
ClairsviUe, Ohio it was determined that further chase was futile because the fndians were all 
mounted. So abruptly had the lndians departed that members of the expedition "found an 
Indian bead dress hanging on a bush at the spring[,] whjch when Wetzel saw [it] he declared 
that it was on the head of the Indian that caught him and it was given to Lewis Wetzel[.] [I]t 
contained 60 silver brooches about the size of an American quarter of a doJlar I have seen 5 or 
six of these brooches which he give to his brothers children .... "24 When interviewed in 
1855, John Morgan remembered that his brother Levi had killed an Indian in October 1778 on 
Booth's Creek in presentY day West Virginia. The Indian "had an elegant gun, considerable 
am.munition, a tomahawk and scalping knife, and between forty and fifty dollars in gold and 
silver, which fell to Levi, according to the custom of the times, which he divided with 
father."25 

So accustomed to adventure and spoils were some elements of both the Indian and white 
populations, that they mutually resisted efforts at peace settlements. The same Levi Morgan 
indignantly reported to Virginia Governor Robert Brooke on November 14, 1795: 

. . . when I was on my way home from escorting prisoners I met with 
two men who live in Mason County in the State of Kentucky on the 
Ohio near a place called Limestone, who told me they were on their way 
to the Indian Country to steal horses from the Indians. I strove to 
dissuade them from it telling them we and the Indians had now made 
peace and a conduct like they were about to engage in might irritate the 
Indians and likely provoke them to distress some hapless families, on 
the frontier ... before I left that country .. . I saw one of the same 
two men who then told me they had taken off three of the Indians 
valuable horses, two of which they got into Kentucky and sold them, and 
they had pushed up river until the alarm (if any should be made) was 
over.26 

Noted Mohawk leader Joseph Brant wrote similarly in 1788 from the other side of the 
conflict. Peace negotiations which he was attempting to foster were jeopa��ized due to " ... 
the Shawnees, Miamis, and K.ickapoos, who are now so addicted to horse Y stealing that it 
will be a difficult task to break them of it, as that kind of business is their best harvest, will of 
declare for war, ... "27 Jhus, the opposition between peace and war factions was evidenced 
in both Indian and Euro Y American societies during the early national period in the Old 
Northwest. 

The overall effectiveness of the guerrilla tactics in achieving desirable military outcomes has 



been questioned. In characterizing the Indian's "primitive war," which the scout frontiersmen 
are acknowledged to have learned, H. H. Turney\>'High has commented upon the extreme 
individualism which," ... overdeveloped the war honor concept almost everywhere. It is 
valua�le always, but the practice of war for its own sake rather than the achievement of some 
socio Yeconomic end is militarism. The Americas were, paradoxically, continents rife with 
militarism but with little war. "28 

WhiJe acknowledging General Washington's preference for a professionalized standing army, 
George Athan Billias nevertheless credits the American Revolution's citizen-soldiers with 
successfully employing thin skirmish lines, the aimed fire of rifles versus volley firing, and 
the general utility of fast, light infantry which "demonstrated more military flexibility in 
employing swiftly moving forces for hit and run tactics."29 

In his recent study of Indian military tactics, Leroy V. Eid has concluded that Indian military
maneuvers of the late eighteenth century were effective. Indian tactics depended upon the 
existence of partisan raids as nonnal social procedure, and "a general military preparedness 
resulted from these partisan or private war parties. When national war was called for by the 
political arm, it could count on officers and soldiers trained in petite war. "30 C. 8. Allman1s 
assessment of the role of frontier society in the employment of Lewis Wetzel and others was 
essentially correct. "We may not agree that the settlers were right in their view of the correct 
principle of protection, but we must confess that they had no other adequate protection than 
that which they took in their own hands. "31 

An evaluation of Lewis Wetzel's place in the military history of the Old Northwest is 
inextricably tied to an analysis of guerrilla warfare tactics. One need not be unsympathetic 
with the decent and unoff ending citizenry described by Hector St. John de Crevecoeur on 
Pennsylvania's frontier as he lamented, "from the mountains we have but too much reason to 
expect our dreadful enemy; the wilderness is a harbour where it is impossible to find them." 
Crevecoeur insisted that any man still possessing abstract ideals of patriotic military devotion 
should test them by " ... being situated where I am ... his house perpetually filled, as mine 
is, with miserable victims just escaped from the flames and the scalping knife, telling of 
barbarities and murders that make human nature tremble .... "32 The plea of humanity 
notwithstanding, Crevecoeur's testimony is clearly suggestive of how effectively unnerved 
much of the American rural population was, and how much food producing western territory 
was depopulated by guerrilla warfare which in reality employed few armed forces. Would that 
the large armies of the Revolution had been as effective. 

Richard Slotkin has insisted that the frontier partisans have bequeathed us a lethal national 
mythology which " ... has blinded us to the consequences of the industrial and urban 
revolutions and to the need for social refonn and a new concept of individual and communal 
welfare. "33 The problem is not a national but an international issue. Virtually every society in 
the world has a memory record of national or regional partisans. In discussing Daniel 
Morgan's use of snipers in the Saratoga Campaign and the criticism engendered, Don 
Higginbotham decided that "as an Indian fighter, Morgan had concluded there was nothing 
chivalrous about war: it was ugly business, with one's chances of victory enhanced by 
crippling an opponent in any way possible, not by observing time honored rules and 
customs."34 Should comparison with Vietnam be entertained it is conceivable that we would 
not have been caught so emotionally and tacticaly off balance had we remembered our own 
traditions. The best assistance might well have been to confine our efforts to guerrilla-style 
forces. 

As for Lewis Wetzel, his name and fame were perpetuated into the twentieth century by Zane 
Grey's first three novels--Betty Zane (1903 ), The Spirit of the Border (1906), and The Last 
Trail ( 1909). The novelist expressed the hope that his treatment of Wetzel "softens a little the 
ruthless name history accords him." Grey insisted that "the border needed Wetzel. The.settlers 
would have needed many more years in which to make permanent homes had it not been for 



him. He was never a pioneer; but always a hunter of Indians."35 

However damaging a national legacy Wetzel and his cohorts may have left us, according to 
the Richard Slotkin model, John Hollow believes Lhe literary character type to have been well 
and firmly established. "Zane Grey's character, for whom Wetzel is just the first of many 
names, went even further west. He became all those lonely gunfighters in Grey's other 
novels."36 
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THE ADVENTURE AT 
WETZEL' s SPRING 

N EAR THE END OF JUNE 
1782. John Mills (often 
confused in so�e accounts 
with his brother Thomas who 

was killed two years before) made his way 
back to Fort Henry in Wheeling after the 
disastrous defeat of Colonel William 
Crawford (De Hass 348; Doddridge 231; 
Withers 338). His horse had become jaded; 
and Mills was forced to leave the animal 
behind near Indian Springs close to where 
the modern town of St. Clairsville 
would be built (Caldwell 136). 

Mills tried to enlist his· 
cousin Joshua Davis to 
accompany him to retrieve the horse. 
After some discussion Davis persuaded 

· anxious cousin to wait until Lewis
etzel returned to the fort and try to

interest Wetzel in going along. That very 
night Wetzel returned and was talked into 
the venture. With Wetzel leading the party. 
John Mills felt that his fifteen-year-old 
cousin should stay behind, but after some 
hard coaxing and whining, Mills allowed 
the teenager to go. Lewis Wetzel looked 
the teenager over and replied, "Josh' ll 
make a scout yet; he's got metal!" 
(Caldwell 137). 

At daybreak the next morning, the 
three headed out for Indian Springs. They 
crossed mer the Ohio River below the 
point of Wheeling Island and cut up the 
ridge south of Wheeling Creek. By noon 
they were approaching the springs. Being 
a hot day. Wetzd was worried that the 
Indians v.ould be getting water at the 
springs and , olunteered to scout ahead. 
He indicated that Mills should follow 
behind at a little distance followed by 
Joshua. 

Lewis Wetzel and Joh n Mills 

,., the past twenty years, Curt Schmidt has 
�n involved with numerous eras, 

... eluding the French and Indian War, the 
Revolutionary War and the fur trade. 
Schmidt holds a degree in 18th a11d 19th 
century history. 

By Curt Schmidt 

Joshua Davis watched 
Wetzel bounding through the 

bushes with a long-legged dogtrot, the 
Indians chasing close behind at a full run. 
Davis raised his gun and fired into the 

��8J�q"�' . ..Rt IndiansasWetzelspedpast,saying, "Trot,
Josh. And keep to the trail!" (Caldwell ��,,,-.. 137).

Wetzel and Davis jogged down 
the trail with long strides that kept 
them ahead of the pursuing 
Indians. The Indians played 
themselves out running at full 
speed and many gave up the chase. 
Over the mile that the two had 
covered, Wetzel had already 

reloaded his rifle on the run. Wetzel 
wheeled and fired at the closest 
Indian, dropping him. Then he spun 
around and trotted off, already 
reloading. 

Less than a mile farther, 
, Wetzel looked back over his . ' ' 

���D··.\\�l'i-ii :� \ shoulder and spied only four
.,� .... �-111 ... tAl,.h"'--::iil!ll�-:JOil:..IU!J'--=�•e;· iiHAl Indians still in pursuit. He cried

out, 'There's onlyfourofthem 
now. I'll pop the foremost!" 

(Caldwell 137). He turned 
--.;illiliC?-� .. �:A __ ...., and fired. dropping the 

-;,:.
, 

'-: closest. In a flash he 

disappeared through some bushes. 
Suddenly, Davis heard the crack of rifles. 
the scream of Indians and the yell of his 
cousin all at the same time. A party of 40 
to 50 Indians had spied Wetzel and Mills 
at the same instant, and the chase was on. 
Mills and Wetzel fired at the foremost 
Indians. Wetzel dropping his target while 
Mills spun to the ground with a ball through 
his heel. Mills hobbled to his feet and 
chased after Wetzel. The Indians quickly 
caught up with Mills and tomahawked 
him to the ground. 

was running again and 
1 • reloading.

,.u.
'"

""'J',.�� �"..._ 1· ./ '_ Joshua Davis
was quickly getting
winded. the pair having

runcloseto twomiles. Wetzel 
looked back, noticing that the Indians 
were falling behind and that his partner 
was breathing hard. Wetzel yelled, "Don't 
run! They's a good piece behind now, 
Josh! Just trot along" (Caldwell 137). 

During the brief conversation, one of 
the Indians had cut toward them at an 
angle and came up next to Wetzel. Wetzel 
spun to his right to fire, but the Indian was 
quick and snatched the muzzle of Wetzel' s 
Iongrifle. Quick as a flash Wetzel leaped 
to the side of the Indian. causing the 
muzzle of the rifle in the Indian's hands to 
point into his chest Wetzel pulled the 
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trigger and the bias! knocked the Indian headwaters of Wheeling Creek and had ha,tily decided Lhat they should continue 
aside. Only two Indians remained in the taken some horses. A party of settlers was homeward. leaving the horses in the 
chase. Wetzel and Davis lrOUed up a hill. hastily put together and took off after the possession of the Indians. 

L ooking around quickly, Wetzel lndians,hoping to catchthembdore they LewisWetzel had afil,forbisfather's 
turned to Davis �aying. ··Josh. at the next could reach their Muskingum towns. As prizemare\l.as oncof the horses leftto the 
tum of the hill there· s a high bank and the party pa,;sed the Wetzel cabin. they Indians. He prate led that he would rather 
clump of bushesrightbelowit. Youjump noticed leY.is working in the rnmfields lo:-e his scalp than lose the mare, and he 
down and lay there until the Indians pass. and invited him along. Although his father urged his companions to retake !he horses. 
Thcy·11 follow me. I'll meet you at the had forbade himtolea,e thefam1until his However.thecouncilignoredhisentreaty. 
creek" (Caldwell 137 ). chores were done, Wetzel jumped at the and despite his insults and threats to go 

Oa\ is spied the clump of bushes and chance for excitement and unhitched his alone if need be, only two of the men 
dove into them. Wetzel ran on. father"s favorite mare from the plow and agreed to go with Wetzel aftenhe horses. 

The foremost Indian came up the hill fell in with the punuers 1Caldwell 1361. Wetzel offered a plan to "tree" and 
and spying the neeing figure of Wetzel The trail of stolen horses was easy to fight it out \l.ith the Indians from behind 
ran past Davis· hiding place. The second read, and the pursuers followed the prints cover. Returning to the spring, they spotted 
Indian came up and halted next to Davis. down to the Ohio River, across the water only three Indians guarding the horses. 

Lewis Wetzel, his rifle reloaded, andontothetrailleadingtotheMuskingum Wetzel"s companions hesitated but 
turned and broughllhe longritle to bear on towns. Surprisingly. the Indians had felt reluctantly agreed to follow him. 
the leading Indian. The Indian saw him themselves safe enough from pursuit that Lewis Wetzel rode in front. The plan 
swing the rifle up to talce aim and dodged they had encamped fonhe night at Indian was for the three men to adYance in single 
behind a sapling. Wetzel'sriflecracked file, taking cover behind designated 
and thelndian fell,mortally wounded. �Wi

=
e=tz�e1

=
s1.�1i�,n�1n=ed

=
�d

=o�wn�--�.- �_,,,�-�o�m�-=h�ls� trees as they went. When Wetzel
The second Indian, standing next rr reached theforemost of the threetrees, 

to the secreted Davis, gave out with a �p�Jp�_a� BfiJt it would be the signal to open fire.
yell and said. "Whew! No catch him: bear bJ.s ��•fke tJielr Wetzel slipped down from his ho� 
gun loaded all the time!'' (Caldwell 

•·. ·:_ ...a_ .9.r -••·-,,.id,.' •.. and "treed" but did not hear his 
137). Before Wetzel could reload, the nu�-.. ,--.iu• companionsftretheirriflesasplanned. 
Indian turned and ran off. Fearing Wetzel turned in time to see his two 
pursuit, Wetzel finished reloading and Springs and put the horses out to graze. companions disappear from sjgbt as fast 
ran on. Many of tbe lndians napped in the shade. as they could. Realizing his situation was 

Joshua Davis made his way to the At the appearance of the une.1tpected critical, Wetzel quickly thought out 
creek where Wetzel was waiting, and white party, the Indians bolted in all another plan. 
together they made their way back to Fort directions leaving lhe horses behind. The From behind the tree. Wetzel placed 
Henry unmolested. A week later the two party of settlers. ha\'ing easily achieved his hat on the end of his ramrod and slowly 
returned to bury John Mills. His ankle had their purpose, immediately set about pushed it out from behind the tree. No 
been broken by the impact of the bullet returning home. Unfortunately, their sooner was it done than the three Indians 
and he was scalped. horses were worn and jaded from the opened fire on what they thought was the 

The Indian· s strange outburst in forced march, and the decision was made white man ·s head peaking around the 
English that Wetzel" s gun was loaded all to leave the tired mounts to feed and rest tree. The hat danced as the musket balls 
the time provides a unique insight into a with three of their company as guards. found their mark. Wetzel dropped the hat 
legendary frontier skill that has been The rest of the company would take the to the ground and waited. 
applied and attributed to a number of stolen horses back. With a gleeful yell, the three Indians 
famous frontiersmen. It has been said that The bulk of the party had gone but drew their tomahawks and rushed toward 
on the frontier it was not how well you several miles when the three guards came the tree intent upon finishing the job and 
placedyourfirst shotlhatwas as important riding up stating that the Indians had securing the scalp. As the Indians bore 
as how fast you could reload your second. returned and cut them off from the horses. down on him. Wetzel popped out from 
Generations of writers would later ThesurprisedY.hitescalled acouncil and behind the tree and shotthe leading lndian 
romanticize this skill and the 19th century 
biographers of Lewis Wetzel would often 
claim thatthis skilJ "y,J� a most remarkable 
e1,ent-an exploit rarely equaled for 
courage and daring in any country or any 
age .. (Cald�ell 136J.

A L THOUGH THE
incident at Indian 
Springs highlighted Wer.zers 
practiced skill. the story is 

usually told after the incident where Wetzel 
uses his talents for the first time at the age 
of sixteen (given as fourteen by Withers 
161,346). 

As Caldwell relates, one day in June 
1780. a party of Indians had made an 
incursion into Pennsylvania near the 
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dead. Then Wetzel Lore off away from the 
Indians al a full run, reloading on the run 
as he had practiced so many times before. 
In less than a minute the longrifle was 

,aded. Wetzel wheeled and shot the 
.most Indian. 
The last Indian was wise to Wetzel's 

trick. realizing his only hope of catching 
the � hite youth wa� 10 run him do1,1, n 
before he could reload, and charged 
fo�·ard v. ith a renewed burst of speed. 
But Wetzel was still the quicker of the 
two. and as the Indian lunged forward 
with tomahawk tlailing, a rifle ball dropped 
him dead. w ETZEL QUICKLY 

collected the three Indian 
scalps and his' mare as 
well as the other stolen 

horses. Upon catching up with the main 
party. the teenager with three fresh scalps 
hanging from his belt and the missing 
horses in row raised many eyebrows. After 
his return to the Wheeling settlements, 
word quickly spread and escablished Lewis 
Wetzel as a daring adventurer and local 
hero even though he was but sixteen 
(Caldwell 136). 

These accounts give us an interesting 
perspective into the qualities and woods 
��ills needed to survive and prosper 

aying .the Indian game." The first 
.plorers and se1tlers in the wilderness 

fared poorly in their first contacts with the 
Indians and the Indian manner of warfare. 

To the Indian, warfare was the art of 
stealth. ambush and surprise. A warrior's 
status had much to do with his cunning 
and skill and the re-telling of his exploits 
around the fires and in dances. The bitter 
lessons of Indian warfare came slowly on 
the frontier. But the longrifle, adopted and 
modified from the rifles of Old World 
hunters to meet the needs of the rovers of 
the American forests, became the 
paramount tool of frontier existence. 

The combination of the development 
of the American longrifle with the lessons 
of Indian warfare shaped both the character 
and nature of life on the frontier for many 
years. The longrifle pro\·ided much of the 
frontiersman· s food and Ii\ elihood. It gave 
a hunter tremendous mobility and. when 
added to a few basics, could sustain a man 
in the wilderness for months at a time. 

The eccentricities of the flintlock 
longrifle, in terms of its complicated 
loading requirements and of the skill 

0cessa.ry for shooting well, ga ve rise to 
.my tales of frontier lore and marvels. 

{o master the elements of shooting as 
well as Indian warfare took considerable
fortune. skill and practice. Daring, nerve,
patience and skill were the prerequisites

I 
• ..1 

·� �-•. 

Many springs flow from the rolling hills near the modern city of St. Clairsvill�, Ohio, giving 
the area its frontier name of Indian Springs. Indian Springs, because of ,ts fresh water 
supply, was a frequent stopping place for Indian raiding �. 

of the frontier Indian fighter. Those who 
had them, or who developed them, 
survived. Those lacking them died in 
countless unknown skirmishes in the 
forest. 

Lewis Wetzel became famous on the 
frontier for his determination once he set 
his mind to the task at hand, for his keen 
patience in the ambush and for his 
practiced skill in reloading on the run. 
Loading a longrifle on the run was a 
survival technique designed for life-and
death situations. Loading on the run 
violates many fireanns safety rules and 
offers many opportunities for accident or 
injury. But in the quick-and-dead choices 
of frontier Indian warfare. the risks to 
Lewis Wetzel were not as great as the 
threat to his life at the hands of the Indians. 

As Davis' account shows, even the 
well-practiced Wetzel did not always 
judge di rnnces and timing ""ith enough 
room for error. The one Indian closing the 
distance and grabbing the barrel of 

Wetzel's rifle shows that there was no 
room for misjudgment when split-second 
timing made the difference between life 
and death. But Weczel's quick thin.king in 
jumping to the side to swing the muzzle 
against the Lndian · schest is that additional 
"something'" that left one man the victor 
and the other the victim. Such is M the stuff of frontier legends .... 
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CU.AHLES ;\-.ICfiXIGHT.
in his 1875 vintage work, Our 
We stem B(lrder in Early Pioneer 

Days, ash the question. ··\\'ho in the West
has not heard of Samuel Brady, the
Captain of Spies. and of his wonderful 
exploits and hairbreadth escapes�·· (426). 
Yet today the name has been edipsed by 
the exploit, of Daniel Boone. Simon 
Kenton and Da, ey Cro.:-kett and a name 
that once represented the hero and savior 
of the Ohio frontier hls largely been 
forgot1en. 

The American fron1icr "as indeed a 
dark and bloody ground. American 
expansion in10 the Ohio Country during 

Fur llil'pa.11, ighr _reur.i. Cim Schmidr has 
.focused on rhe l111mers ,md ff011ts of rhe 
Ohio Country. reH:11r, hing pri,;1ary 
accn11111s. Yi!e locarians and rhe artifacts 

1 
of _the Culuniul fr,,111ier pe�iod.
MUZZLELOADER readers ha1·e 
enjo,·ed the _(n1irs o{ S, :1111id1 ·s \\'Ork in 
many articles, most rcce11th· "The Sa/r 
Boilers" in The Sept/Ocr /997 issue. 

i,t '· .-- . 
. I ,,, � •• 

the l 770s-1790s was marked by a 
particularly savage form of warfare 
described as border warfare, partisan 
warfare or guenilla warfare. 

As the frontier se11lements pushed 
westward across the Allegh enies and 
down the Ohio River. the isolated log 
cabins of the settlers were prime targets. 
Appearing suddenly from the dark woods. 
Indians would kill. loot, pillage and 
disappear with a settler's few possessions. 
and possibly a captive or two. before 
returning to their, ill ages across the Ohio 
RiYer. 

With a string of shorthanded frontier 
forts such as Fort Pitt. Fort MacIntosh and 
Fort Henry, there was no adequate 
protection or defense possible when 
hundred, of square miles of unknown 
wilderness stretched out before them. 
Period militia Jav. s called for able-bodied 
males to be members of the militia. but 
frontier sentiment about marching off 
while homes and farms were left 
defen5eless ran high. For example. after 
St. Clair· s defeat in 1791. fear of a general 
uprising swept along the exposed frontier 

�,. 

' 

and the settlements kne\>.· that they were 
on their own hook. One settlement's 
re sponse included the following 
resolution: 

Ar a Meering of rhe Frontier Inhabitants 
living on the Ohio River in and near 
Holliday's Core. hfid on Saturday, the 
4th day of February. 1792. the following 
Resoluricms ¾ ere unanimously adop1ed. 
Co/lo. Rich 'I Bro,rn. chaimum. 

RESOL 1/£D. Thar erery member of this
,\,feeti11g shall bind him.1elf. and We 
hereby bond ounell'es. in the most sacred 
Bonds of Honor and good Faith. Each of 
us to Keep in good order at f,,11s1 one Gun. 
and hal'e always in readiness a sufficient 
quantiry of amm/ll:i1io11 to be prepared or 
a A1i11u1e 's warning to repulse any Attack 
1d1ich may be made on this part of the 
Fronrier where we inhabit. (Newton et 
al. 318) 

During the Revolutionary War. 
organized •·spy•· companies patrolled the 
frontier areas around forts and 

MUZZLELOADER 44 JANUARY/FEBRUARY1998 



sett lements. The 1 8th centur:, Jdinition 
of spy d i d  not carry quite the same 
meaning as we give it today . .  \!though 
e sp ionage and mi l i t ary secrets were 
sought by class ical 5pies. frontier spies 
were a d i fferent breed of men. They were 
ch ieOy scout, e rnplo� ed as me,�enger-.. 
trackers. hunters, rescuers, i ntel l igence 
gatherers and roving patroller,. In arm�· 
pay at the rate of six �hi l l ing� md three 
pence per day. a �PY was a combinati�)n 
of army regu lar, mi l i t iaman and scout all 
at the ,:ime t ime ! Dr:.iper 9S: ! 1 1 . When 
the pol i teness of the form:il v, :u " as m er 
in  1 7 8 3 .  these men had th� needed 
experience to form gn1up, of I igi lan1e 
rangers and scal p  hunters for the ne" 
frontier posts and settlements. 

T O INCREASE THEIR 
effect iveness and to create 
a certain daring image. spy 

companies often imi tated not only the 
tactics of the Indians 
but  their  appearance 
and manner of dress as 
well. 

An 1 8 3 2  act of  
Congress  created a 
comprehensi ,·e pension ,-

A n other  spy i n  Capt .  B rady ' s  
company, John Cuppy. recalled: 

Spy dress-<1 handkerchief tied around 
!ht' spy 's head of any color, sometimes a
capeau [shorter than a hunting shirt ]  of 
cloth or a hu11ti11g shirt, and mol'Casins;
and thick, loose \\'oolen leggings reaching
aho1·e the knee. so thick that a rar,/e.rnake
could nor penetrate through ll'ilh their
fm1gs.

Sona·t imes we took along wheat 
hreod. and haco11 and flour /() make o�h 
rnkcs, and so111t!Ii111es chocolate: and !we ]  
could always get ,·enison, turki1•s [s ic ), 
ancl sometimes hear mear. but ne,·er took 
any parched com meal . . .  in cold 1rearher. 
[we would make] a fire to lie do,rn by, 
taking off the moccasins and drying them 
off. and in °warm ·weather, · sometime$_ a 
small fire to raise smoke for the night to 
dril'e off gnats. Spies often practiced 
before going �n a scout, shooting at a . ,/ ... ·�· 

;;;;;:: ..... 

. � . 

Capt. Brad y " s  spies  had a s imple  
. . task-either patrol regular routes looking 

for trou·b)esome Indians or chase after 
I ndians con d ucti ng mids i n to the 
seulemenb. B rady summed up his duties 
quite well in  a letter io Col. Baird: 

Mouth of >'allow Creek, March 20, J 792. 

D 'r Co/:-1 a111 Glud I hare it in 111ypo11 er 
to Serul you a Line. and Likt•,,·ise happy 
that I hm·e nor as yet made aw·y Discm·ery 
nf /11Jicns. a/tho ' e1·erey /nd1 1 1 1ern Has 
brnn mode h_r m_rsc(( and hr, ,,her Spies: 
bur Erery Day Expect 1 0  ha ,·e the 
pleashure of meeting 11·ith St>me of them. 
We lwre bt•a.n about n1·e11t<'_Y 111ifr5 0111

from the rfrer, and in rhe flat Lnnds the 
Snow last thursday 1,·as at Least ten 
Inches deep, !tl11ich, I E.tpect, i.1 one 
reason why they hm·e 110/ paid us a \/issit 
before this time. 

I starl to-morrott· nuiming. and make · 
no doubr I Shall mak a 

act for veterans of the 
Revol u t ionary War .  
John Rou sh .  who i n  
J u n e  o f  1 7 7 7  h ad 
become a spy at Fort 
Pitt, was req u i red to 
ind icate the t i me and 
place of his service, the 
name of h i s  un i t  and 
officers ,  and the 
engagements in which 
he partic ipated. Roush 
dictated h is  statement 
and revealed a l i tt le of '--�---ia:;;.;..... _ ____:_:;:i,-=;:,;_...,;..._......, ____________ ...... ______ _, 

Disc01·ery Before I am 
money days on the 11·est 
Side the oh io. The 
/11 h abira 11 ts  in this 
Ouaner hai·e bean for 
these Three weeks past, 
Looking for and 
Expecting men to fill 
the Block-house ar the 
mouth ofy,11/ow Creek. 
Br,t 1his Day, to their 
Grear  mort({ication, 
they hm·e Heard 11e11·s 
Qui te  rhe  r e 1  c rce ,  
wh ich i s .  there a re 
nomen from Penn 
sy! l'On ia to Range 
w,,·er Down than the 
mouth of big Beawr. 
Some fam ilies ll'ho 
heard 1/ze news before 
the People ar this place 
heard it. ha, ·e already 
Mo,·ed of and the rest 

his service under Capt. 
B rady: 

Declarent states that in 

The modern site of "Brady's Leap· near Kent, Ohio. The raging waters of the 
Cuyahoga River were dammed up by Zenas Kent's 1 836 dam to produce water 
power for his grist mill, and the rocks on either side were blasted and quarried in 

the 1 830s for the nearby Ohio Canal and railroad. 
obedience lo the order 
of his said Captain Brady. he rroceeded 
to ran his rhighs and /eg.i \\ irh 1 ·. ,U chern 
and white oak bark and ro equip himself 
afrer the follml'ing manner. 10 ll'il. a 
breechclo1h, leather !t•ggins. 11:, 1L-casin.,. 
and a cap made ow of a racct1011 skin. 
with the fearhers cl a hair/.:. p,.- , 1 1 1ed red. 
fas!ened to the ID(l of rhe rnp. Declaren; 
was then painted afrer rhe 11w1111er of <Ill 

Indian "K-'Clrrior. His face was pain1ed red, 
·,•,irh thra blark srripes across hi1 cheeks.
wh ich was a s ig 11 ifiu1 1 ion  of 11 · a r. 
Declarent stares rhar Cap1,1in Brad_,. · f
company 1ras about sixry-fo11r in 1111mber.
all painted after the manner t�li ,resaid.
(Dann 259)

mar/.:, thrmdng their tomahawks and 
sric/...ing them in a tree [at] rwo or rhree 
rods and jumping m·erfences. (Draper 9S: 
36. 37 )

Cuppy had happened upon Samuel
Brady in February of 1 790. Brady had jus1 
been authorized to rai se a spy company 
and im·i ted the � oung  Cu ppy to enl ist 
( D raper 9 S :  I I ) . Cu pp)' , w h o was 
immediate ly  i mpressed w i th his new 
captain .  descr ibed B rady a� "ta l l .  large
"' i th muscles of steel. w hen he ran he 
appeared to fly over obstacles. and never 
appeared fat igued .  He cou ld  th row a 
tomahawk stra ighter and further than 
an) one I knew .. (Draper 9E: 1 24) .  

are, rho · Contra re_, to 
their Fonner /mention. makeing ready: 
anJ ii is 111_, opi11in11 1/;,n if Something is 
1101 Done shortly fur their Safe(\' rhere 
\Viii be bur afe11· pe()pfe. if aney, BeMeen 
rhe mo111h of Lin fr bnn er und rhe Cn <'. / 
rhought it 011c-ly my DIiiy ro inform _Yu11 
ll'hat I hm·e Jone. and d() declare I 11111ch 
Lemol/ the Sit11arion <!f the ln/rahi1an1s 
in 1his Quarter. 

I am D ·, Sir, with Due Respekt 
rour H '/ Sernmr. 
Svm ·t Brady. 

( �ev.1on el al . 3 l S )  

Samuel Brad� · s  talenh and ski l l s  as 
an ··Indian Fighter"" v. ere not de\·eloped 
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until later in life. B rady was born in 
�e,\ark. Delaware in 1756 (Truman 791. 
DI.' Hass says he was born in 
Shippenshurg. Penns:, lvania (381 J. When 
the Rc\'olution broke out in 1775. the 
n;neteen-year-old Brady and his brothers 
fame, and John enli�t<'d in W:hhington·� 
army and headed for the Siege of Boston 
1 Truman 79l. Samuel Brady fought 
through the Continental Army\ successes 
JnJ failures JI Bo�tun. LPng lslJnd. \\'hite 
Plain�. Valley Forge and Trenton. On July 
17. 1776. the:, c1ung Brady was promoted

to lieurenant. after \l. hich he continued to
sen·e through the m;;jor bauk, in the
East and \\ a,
commissioned a 
captain on February 
28. 1782 ( De Hass
382).

' . 

in important areas such as dates, places 
or even the events themselves. But more 
limes than nol. there are threads woven 
into the variations that are the same or 
similar. and we are challenged to sort out 
the probable trnth from so many gathered 
memories. 

One such controversial Brady story 
concerns his  legendary leap on:r the 
Cuyahoga River in what is now the 
Akron-Kent area of modem-day Ohio. In 
tht.> summer of 1780. Brady was out on a 
scout west of Fort Pitt. He was surprised 
by a party of Indians who had come upon 
his trail and followed him with the hopes 

captive. Whal she did not know was that 
Brady had slipped the ties securing his 
hands. Quick as thought, Brady reached 
out, grabbed the baby and tossed it on the 
burning wood pile. 

In horror the lndi:ins rushed forward 
l(l rc�cue the infant from the flame�. 
Brady. now free. crashed through the 
panicked Indians. bowling them over 
left and r ight. In the midst of the 
confusion and excitement, Brady ran 
off and managed to duck into a t.hicket 
with the :rngr::, Indians howling on his 
heel� ( D� Hass 390). 

When they had passed, Brady 
emerged from the 
cover of the thicket 
and raced east toward 
Fort Pitt with the  
hope of eluding his 
pursuers through 200 
miles of wilderness. He 
managed to keep in 
front of his pursuers for 
over a hundred miles 
as he paralleled the 
major trails leading 
from Sandusky to the 
Great Portage that 
connected the Ohio 
River to the south 
and Lake Erie to the 
north. The Great 
Portage was also 
intersected by the 
Great Trail coming 
west from Pitts
burgh (McKnight 
440). 

It may have been 
the death of his 
brother at the hands of 
the Ohil, Cnuntry 
Indians in August of 
I 778. or the Jeath of 
his father also at the 
hands of the Indians 
in 1779. th:it pu,hed 
Lt. Br.1d:, tn seek 
reHnge (De Ha�s 
382). It may have 
been his prior sen·ice 
:1� a ritleman under 
Gen .  Hand. the 
fon11er comm::i.nder of 
FL,r t Pitt. that g:1Ye 
Br:Jd) the opportunity 
to follow through on 
his plans. for he was 
ordered west to Fort 
Pin with Col. Daniel 
Brodhead for sen'ice 
on the frontier. 

\\'hen the 
Re, olutionary War 

The modern site of "Brady's Lake" where Samuel Brady hid from the Indians. He had 
been wounded after his leap across the Cuyahoga River and waded out into the 

shallow end of the lake where he stayed all night beneath the cold waters. 

By the time 
Brady managed to 
near the Great 
Portage and the 
Cuyahoga River. he 
knew that he was 
being gradually 
surrounded by the formal!:, ended in 

Ocroher 178 l. Brad) remained at Fort 
Pitt. Shortly after bc'ing made captain in 
J 7S2. the 27-\ear-old Brad\ \I.a, made 
chief ranger· of the patr.ol5 on the 
Pennsylvania and Virginia  borders 
fTrurn::m 80L 

L'nfortunatei: for hi,torian, trying to 
re,earch Samuel Brady· s life. much of our 
knu',\ ledge L".\i,t, uni) as ural hi,toric>,. 
The,e oral tradition, are largely the 
recolkction� and remembrances oi 
wn·i, ing indi\·iJual� collected in the 
l S20,. 18>0� c1nJ I S ➔ 0s b\· such
di�tinguished people as ·Joseph
D0Jdridge . .-\IC'\ Scott Wither, and Wills 
De HJ.ss. Oft..:ntime� the memories of 
thr.i�e being inten ie\\ td h::id faded �nd the 
detaib of stories the:, r�membered \'aried 

of taking a prisoner. Brady was 
overpowered in the rush. bound securely 
and ,� hi,ked off to the Sandu�ky Towns. 
There' he was made to run the gauntlet. 
stripped naked and painted in preparation 
for burning at the stake. Brady was tied 
to the �take b� his hands but not bound in 
the usual fashion while the warriors. 
,qua,\ s. children and dtkrl: tormented 
and taunted him (De Hass 390). Then the 
fire� were lit. 

A 5 THE l�DIAXS 
danced back and forth 
mocking him. a squaw of 
one of the chiefs with a 

baby in her :i.rms approached to heap her 
insults u p on the soon-to-be-burned 

Indians. hemmed in on the north, west and 
south. The portion of the Cuyahoga River 
nc'ar modern Akron. Ohio, was a rough 
and tumble ,ataract of white �-acer and 
waterfalls through deep gorges·:- Brady 
was familiar with the area and headed for 
the Standing Stone. a large rock near a 
quiet section of the Cuyahoga used by the 
Indian� for c ouncils because of its 
c lo�eness to the portage. As he tu med 
south for the ford at the Standing Stone. 
Brady detected Indians coming up to meet 
him. 

With the Indians closing in on three 
sides and the wild gorge of the Cuyahoga 
roaring ahead. Brady ran toward the sound 
of rushing water. He ran to the edge of 
the gorge and stared over the edge at I.he 
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twenty- to thiny-foot drop to the raging 
water and sharp rocks below. His only 
avenue of esca� was across the chasm 
some 21 to 23 feet away. 

Brady summoned up all of his reserve 
strength and made the running hroad 
jump. sailed through the air ;mJ ,:r:.i�hed 
into the bushes just below the opposite 
edge of rocky cliffs. He scrambled up the 
\'erticil ,,.. all _i1N a, the I nJi:rn, reac·hed 
the ledge behinJ him. The lnJi:.in� let out 
a frustrated howl. and three or four of 
them fired al !he tlt•eing 8r3Jy ( \kKnighl 
.4-1-01. One of the balls ,trud; him in the 
leg and seeing their pre� hit. the Indians 
thought that they had him at l:bt. They 
turned towarJ the �t>uth and raced 11>\\ ard 
the ford at the Standing Rock ,1 here they 
could cross the \\ild "'·aters and rnntinue 
the chase. 

Brady knew that the Indians would be 
fording the Cuyahoga just a dozen or so 
yards dowrui, er and that he would soon 
have them hot on his heels once again. 
He ran off toward lhe east as best he cou Id 
with his wounded leg. but soon he heard 
the Indians closing the distance behind 
h im. He ran on. keeping the Indians 
behind him. for four miles before his 
strength was drained by the loss ofblood. 
Kno'l'ing that his only chance of surviving 
was 10 find some manner of cover until 
the Indians mo\'ed off. Brady pushed 
himself to go on. As he approached the 
southern shores of a small lake. he saw 
his chance and waded out to a floating 
log surrounds!d by w:iter lilies. He hid 
behind the submerged log with only his 
face sticking out among the water lilies 
(McKnight-1-➔ 21. 

The Indians quickly followed his 
blood trail to the lake. Some concluded 
that Brady, knowing that he was about to 
be recaptured. had preferred drowning to 
losing his life and scalp. Not all were 
con\'inced of this as the Indians searched 
around the shore of the lake. Hunting 
parties fanned out and explored the 
surrounding area but found no sign. They 
searched for the rest of the day and into 
the night before gi\ing up 1.\lcKnigh1 
440). 

Sure that the Indians were finally 
gone. Brady .:-rJ\\ led out of the lake and 
continued on his journey back to Fort Pitt. 

Brady "a5 seen often by Joseph 
Quigley when \ i�iting Jo-;eph · � father· s 
house back in the settlemenb. Jo�eph 
reasoned out that Brady ··walked quite 
lame·· from the wound he recei\·ed when 
he leaped the Cu) :.ihoga Ri\ er and that 
he was ··pretty deaf' from lying so long 
in the cold waters of the lake i.\kKnight 
-1-➔2 ).

This Brady ad\'enture is often 

' 

The final resting place of Capt Samuel Brady in the West liberty Cemetery in West 
Liberty, West Virginia. Brady escaped all of his exciting adventures only to die at the 
age of 37 on January 4, 1796. 

int,mningled and confused with a second 
nearly identical story. Throughout the 19th 
century there was much controversy 
betwec-n the two tellings. and I suspect 
that they were actually two different 
events with similar O\'ertones. 

THE BEAVER RIVER 
,. alley west of Fon Pin was part
of Brady's regular patrol area 

for the spies. The Yellow Creek area 
(modem Steubenville, Ohio, area) was a 
major fording area for the two main Indian 
war trails. Naturally the vicinity was 
always a hotbed of Indian activity. One 
day Brady had lead a patrol to Slippery 
Rock Creek. a branch of the Beaver Ri\·er. 
without seeing any Indian sign. Toward 
evening they came across Indian tracks 
and followed them until it was too dark 
to see without ovenaking them. The next 
morning. Brad) and his men \\ere back 
on the trail as soon as there was light 
enough to see by (Newton et al. 146). 

The spies came upon the Indians 
while they were having their breakfast. 
Little did Brady know. as he maneuvered 
his men into position. th:it another part) 
of Indians h:id come upon their tracks and 
had pursued the spies with all possible 
speed. As Brady ga,·e the order to open 
fire on the camp, the other Indian pany 
opened tire on him dropping two men and 
cutting the tomahawk from Brady's belt. 
With a\\ hcx.ip the Indians in the rear cried 
out. and the Indians in the front answered 

back knowing that the white attackers 
were now caught bet"' een them (Newton 
et al.147). 

Trapped. there wa, nothing for Brad: 
and his men 10 do but scatter. Brad) ra 
off. closely followed by the screamin,, 
Indians, and soon found himself 
approaching Slippery Rock Creek. a wild 
chasm some thirty feet deep and twenty 
feet across the lop. Seeing their prize just 
ahead. the Indians ga,·e up on Brady· s 
men, dropped their guns and charged 
f01ward with tomaha,,..·ks. 

Brady heard the roaring of the water 
in front of him and kne\\ the chasm was 
just ahead. Without a thought he jumped 
from the edge. cleared the distance and 
landed on the other side. As the Indians 
appeared on the other side behind him. 
he realized that. in his haste to flee. he 
had forgoHen to reload his longrifle. In a 
fla�h Brad: rrimc>d hi, rifle. for it was 
always his pr:Ktice to prime it first. and 
as the horn \I. ent up to the muzzle for a 
quick emer�ency loaJ. th� Indian� ran up 
and halted at the edge of the cha,m. 

A large Indian.\\ ho haJ �en in front 
of the pur,uer-.. ) elled �,u, at Brady in 
broken English. ··Blad) make good 
jump!" Befo re Brady could finish 
relOJding and repay the compliment in 
lead. the lndi;rn, Janed J\\ ay zigLaggin•· 
and leaping high 10 discourage a good ai 
( Newton et al. 1.4 7 ). 

Brady bter returned to the site of his 
jump and determined 1ha1 the broad jump 
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was about 23 feet over a chasm with water 
twenty feet below. It would have 10 be 
assumed that Brady made the jump before 
the leap over the Cuyahoga River where 
he n.xei\ ed a bullet wound and pem1anen1 
limp. 

B RADl"S l\AMEAND 
reputation h..·,·:ime :i hou�eho.ld 
word along the ,ettlement that 

spread dO\\ n the Ohio Ri \ a from Fort 
Pitt. Ha\ ing sur,i\ed countless running 
fights\\ ith the Indian,. ,ufiered numerou, 
hardships and pri\ ations and having li\·ed 
thr0ugh a \ ioknt and turbulent era. 
Samuel Brady rook ill rhe following 
winter after the Treat:, oi Green\'ille 
ended the Indian wars on .-\ugust 7. 1795. 
He was living with hi� wiie of nine years. 
Drus illa. daughter of the well-known 
Capt. ··Indian Van" Swearingen. and his 
two sons. John and Van S"eJJingen. near 
West Liberty. Virginia. 

Local tradition varies on what laid the 
famous spy on his deathbed. Some 
accounts credit Brady's illness to the 
debilitating effects of his escape in the 
lake. and others credit his demise to 
measles. According 10 his gravestone. 
Samuel Brady died on Janu:uy 4. 1796. 
at the age of 38 [Truman gin�s the date as 
1795 (83) and Newton gives it as 1800 
I 147i.] 

The memory of Capt. Samuel Brady. 
a forgotten hem from a forgotten war, 
passed very quickly as the \I e�tem frontier 
raced on ro•ward the �li,si,�ippi Ri,er and 
the Pacific Ocean. Perhaps the best lament 
came from Wills De Hass in 1851: 

Devoted as this man ,rns 10 the interests 
of the �-est. and sacrificing as he did, 
almost ei·erything but life. it is a bu ming 
shame that his mem()ry slwuld ha,·e been 
so long neglected. and 1h.;1 some public
recognirion cf his sen ius has not been
,n,:_;df. Ir is u reflection upon our gratiwde
and patriotism, that \1-hile 11 /i()le galleries 
are to be fo1md of me11 11 hnse sen·ices in
behalf of their C()lllltrY h·ere nN to be
comp,.rt·d H·ith those (f Br,1,h', Iii'€ 11po11 
can. as and in marble, not ant single bust
or portrait of the gallant leader of the 
spies is umwhert' to be Jow;J. And� hat
is still wone. his remains lie in an humble 
burial ground 11 i1hout �1·e11 a sione. 
bearing the most simple inscription w 
mark the spo; from the 11nJ1sting11ished
mass around. 1381) 

Today the wind bkm s through the 
w:iist-high grass .111d \1eeds be�ond the 
black iron gate of the \\"est Liberty 
Cemetery. :'\ear the center of the gently 
sloping hillside can be found a small four-

sided white gravestone nearly worn 
smooth. All but a portion of the inscription 
for CapL Brady remains. To his left lies 
his son John. and the stone was placed 
there at John· s death in 1879. Behind the 
stone lies f\\O slate grave markers--0ne 
.:rumbled into pie.:e� and dust. and the 
other lying in several worn pieces. One 
slate fragment reads '"RADY" if you push 
the weeds aside. 

But th.:r<.' \\J� ;i time v,hen th,: name 
Samuel Brady was on the tip of 
e\·eryone·� rl1ngu<'. J.nd. a, De Hass said. 
"Such was Brady. the leader 
of the spie�-- ! 393 ). M 
R("fr:rcn,�; 
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SECTION D

Domestic Matters



Captain Pipe 

C APTAIN PlPE WAS AN 
orator to compare wi1h Chief 
Logan or the grea1 Tecumseh. 
In war he was equal to the 

fearsome Blue Jacket and ,Cornstalk. 
However, little has been written about 
him, even though he resisted the whites 
more years than any of them and outlived 
them all. 

Wherever there was bloodshed, smoke 
and flame in western Pennsylvania and 
the borderlands that were 
to become the states of 
Ohio, West Virginia and 
Kentucky, chances are 
you would find Captain 
Pipe and his band of 
Delawares. In Allan 
Eckert' s latest book. A

,row in Our Hean. he 
,c·ers to Pipe first as 

a Wyandot, then a 
Delaware and then a 
Wyandot again. In all his 
previous books, Ecken 
always referred to Pipe 
as a Delaware. Other 
references I have found 
refer to Pipe as a 
Delaware. He was one of 
the most feared Indians 
of the period from abour 
1750 to late 1795. Ye1 
history has not given him 
lhe recognition of many 
of the other Indian chiefs 
of that period. Perhaps it 
was because the once 
mighty Delaware were by 
then a rather small tribe and did not wield 
much influence in the overall politics of 
thal lime. 

The Delaware. who called 1hemselves 
Lenni Lenape, "True Men," had been a 

Don Blackburn started shooting 
·--·,z.z.leloaders in 1967 with a H & A

'erhammer, quickly graduating to 
J"nrlocks. He has been active in 
buckskinning and rendezvous since 1978, 
first in the East, 110w in the Rochester, 
Washington, region where he lives. 

By Don Blackburn 

powerful tribe along the Delaware River, 
the river being named after Lord Delaware, 
an early Virginia governor. The settlers 
then started referring to the Indians living 
in the area as the Delaware tribe (Eckert, 
Wildernes s Empire 636). During the early 
settlement of the area. the Delaware were 
induced to sell some of their lands to the 
settlers. This enraged the Iroquois league, 
who chastised them severely. That, 
combined with the pressure of white 

settlement. caused them to mo,·e to the 
area of western Pennsylvania and central 
Ohio in the early 18th century. 

Captain Pipes' Indian name was 
Taulangecaupouye (Farver 164 ). I have 
no translation of this name or any 
explanation of how he came to be called 
Captain Pipe. He was probably born 
between I 720 and 1730 in the vicinity of 
Kittanning. Pennsylvania, beside the 
Allegheny River, upstream from the Forks 
of the Ohio where Pittsburgh came to be 
located. By 1749. according to Allan 

Eckert in Wilderness Empire, he was a 
chief ( 138). 

During the French and Indian War, 
which was in reality the first world war, 
the Delaware were at first allied with the 
English but then changed to the French. 
Even after the defeat of the French, the 
Delaware, along with other tribes, resisted 
the English up to and including Pontiac's 
uprising. After Pontiac was defeated, 
seeing that the main threats 10 the Indian 

were the Colonials and the 
Colonial militia, they 
became firmly allied to the 
English until the Treaty of 
Greenville in 1795. It was 
during this period that Pipe 
achieved his greatest power 
and influence. 

As the Delaware were 
pushed out of wes1ern 
Pennsylvania. they settled 
along tributaries that make 
up the headwaters of the 
Muskingum River in north 
central Ohio. This area 
became to them as sacred 
as the Black Hills are to the 
Lakotah. If you have ever 
passed through this area, 
you can understand why 
they fought so hard to keep 
ii. Even today it is a
charming area of rolling
hills. clear streams,
hardwood forest and rich
farms. Many small villages
are found here.

Pipe· s band roamed the 
Clear Fork and Black Fork valleys, which 
were pleasant to the eye and rich in game 
and fish. Legend has it that the Black Fork 
of the Mohican River between Whitney 
A venue and State Street in Shelby, Ohio, 
was the favorite fishing hole of Captain 
Pipe. Alas, you would not believe it now. 
The Clear Fork of the Mohican valley is 
probably where Pipe spent more time than 
any other, and it is still a pleasant stream. 
Many years ago I fished the Clear Fork in 
the area of Gatton Rocks, and it was 
excellent for nice small-mouth bass. 
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When Pipe was the principal chief of 
all the Delaware. his beautiful daughter 
became a princess. It was said that one 
warrior became so enamored that when 
she rejected him, he ate the poison 
mayapple and died. Legend also declares 
that one of the reasons for Pipe· s hatred of 
the Colonists was that his sister was killed 
by several white hunters in the vicinity of 
Pipes Cliffs (Farver 164-166). 

Where are Pipes Cliffs? 'This romantic 
ledge of rocks situated in the southern part 
of Monroe Township (Richland County, 
Ohio'?) is near the section 28. The 
Lexington-Perrysville road curves around 
the base of the rocks" (Farver 164-166). 
Apparently in the late 1800s it was a well
known picnic spot. But as I was involved 
in moving to Rochester, Washington, at 
the time I learned of this, I was unable to 
find them. No one I have talked to since 
ever heard of them. The Lexington
Perrysville Road is not shown on any 
maps of the area to which I have access. 
Perhaps some reader knows the location 
and can advise me. 

According to Farver's Indian Lore of 
the Muskingum Headwaters of Ohio, "the 
summit of the cliff rises a full 100 feet 
above the valley'' ( 165-166). In Ohio that 
is a fair-sized cliff. "Near the center of the 
summit is a singular rock about six feet in 
diameter and two feet high resembling an 
alter. Tradition has it that this is the place 
Pipe annually offered a sacrifice in 
memory of his murdered sister. Near the 
western extremity of the cliff is a 
perpendicular rock about 40 feet high 
completely detached from the main cliff. 
In the late 1800s, this was called 
Onalaska's Tower. It was believed that 
Onalaska was the name of Pipe's sister" 
( 166 ). That there are two small towns 
named Onalaska is an interesting 
coincidence-Onalaska, Wisconsin, and 
Onalaska. Washington. The latter is said 
to be nami:d after the village in Wisconsin. 
But. where did the Wisconsin village get 
its name? 

Pipe achieved his greatest fame and 
hatred by the whites in the years between 
the end of the Revolutionary War and the 
signing of the Greenville Treaty. He was 
the principal Indian chief at the burning of 
Colonel William Crawford on June 13, 
1782 ( Eckert. Frontiersmen 253-264). I 
had the privilege of participating in the 
memorial service of the 200th anniversary 
of that tragic event. 

The events leading to the burning of 
Crawford are some of the most savage 
and unsavory in our relations with the 
[ndians. Zane Grey in his novel Spirit of 
the Border tries to blame Pipe for the 
massacre of the Moravian (Christian) 

Indians at Gnadenhutten (243-246). Why, 
I do not know. However, there is no doubt 
that Colonel Williamson and his militia 
were responsible for killing about I 00 
unarmed Christian Indians (Eckert, 
Frontiersmen 247-25 l ). It is true that Pipe 
and others tried to get the Christianized 
Indians to join them in theirwarlareagainst 
the white settlements, but they would not. 

After Colonel Williamson's militia 
massacred the Indians at Gnadenhutten, 
Colonel Crawford was induced to lead 
another expedition to the Sandusky River 
to destroy all Indian villages along that 
stream, which was one of the principle 
north/south routes in Ohio. He was 
defeated just north of Upper Sandusky at 
a location still known as Battle Island. 
One of my earliest memories is of the little 
monument located there. His army in 
retreat, he was captured in what is now 
Crawford County, probably near Galion, 
Ohio, and taken to the Indian camp along 
Tymochtee Creek just above where it 
joins the Sandusky. 

According to Edward Ellis in his book, 
The Life and Times of Daniel Boone, 
Captain Pipe personally painted Crawford 
black to make him "Cut-ta-ho-tha," one 
who was condemned to death, usually by 
burning. Ellis also claims that Crawford 
appealed to Simon Girty for mercy and 
Girty would do nothing for him (149-
153). Allen Eckert in The Frontiersman 
refutes this and claims that Girty did 
everything possible, even putting his own 
life in danger to save Crawford (253-
264 ). Pipe was not to be denied and 
personally supervised this gruesome event. 
But before you judge him too harshly, 
remember, whites had only stopped 
burning people not too many years before. 

In 1791 we see Captain Pipe as fourth 
in command of the Indians at the defeat of 
General Arthur St. Clair (Eckert, 
Frontiersmen 367 ). Probably not until the 
defeat of George Custer was there such a 
disaster for the U.S. Army in fighting the 
Indians. 

After almost 50 years of resisting the 
whites, Captain Pipe saw that continuing 

the fight was useless and signed the Treaty 
of Greenville and forever after was a firm 
friend of the whites. The years passed, 
and it is believed that Pipe continued to 
live in the vicinity of Mansfield. Ohio, as 
there were a number of Indian villages in / 
the area. The Indians and whites lived 
peacefully with even some intermarriage 
until the outbreak of the War of 1812. At 
that time outside influences on both sides 
lead to another outbreak of violence. 

Even though he was along in years, 
Pipe was asked to lead the Indians into 
battle once more. He nobly replied. "When 
I signed the Treaty of Greenville it was 
understood that I was again not to take up 
the hatchet as long as tree grow, and the 
water runs" (Farver 165). Captain Pipe 
kept his word. In 1878 a Mrs. Lucas 
recalled knowing Captain Pipe very well 
and the last time she had seen him he had 
told her he was about l 00 years old (Farver 
165). 

When he died and where he is buried 
no one knows. It is fairly certain that he 
outlived many of his foes and friends. 
Although he was hated in his time, he was 
defending his land and his people. To us 
he was a barbarian; to him we were the 
barbarians. 

This is the best information about 
Captain Pipe that I can find. I will probably 
never see Pipe's Cliffs, for the smoke of 
my campfires no longer mingles with the' 
mists of time in the beautiful Ohio country. 
Like so many others I have crossed the 
Shining Mountains, but it would be nice if 
some of my friends would locate the cliffs, 
and if the present-day owner agrees, they 
would smoke a pipe and lift the cup there 
in remembrance of Captain M Pipe. He deserves it. 
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TIDINGS FROM THE 18TH CENTURY 

COOKWARE. AND COOKERY 
By Beth Gllgun 

D EAREST FRIENDS, 
I must offer you my deepest 
apology for taking such a long 

time between letters. We have been very 
busy, and there just doesn't seem to be 
enough hours in a day to keep up with 
everything! The weather has been just 
horrible, and the garden is showing the 
effects. We have been getting rain almost 
every day, so the ground is very wet. One 
of the rows of beans that I sowed has only three plants-if you 
don't count the weeds! I think the rest-of the seeds drowned. I 
am hoping to replant sometime this week and hope to have better 
luck. At least beans have a short enough growing time that I can 
still plant at this late date. Many of the farmers aren't so lucky. 
In some places, big parts of cornfields are under water, so there 
will be less of a crop. The strawberries ripened about two weeks 
early (because of some very warm weather in the early spring), 
but then the days of rain prevented picking and also caused a 
kind of mildew on them. We are hoping to get a decent crop of 
raspberries this year, but we cannot tell yet. 

We have had many birds in the yard this year. One day before 
the leaves really came out, I looked out of the window at the 
maple tree to see it full of birds. It was really a sight, as there 
were birds of blue, yellow, red and black, and purple, all sitting 
together. I love to watch their antics, especially the little 
hummingbirds. They like to sit on open branches or the tops of 
garden poles and survey the yard. They do not seem to mind 
rain, as they will sit 

Kate, will be happy to have us here. They 
stay home when we leave and miss having 
us around. Chris is planning to work with 
Kate quite seriously this summer. She 
needs more experience with pointing birds 
before the fall hunting season. They will 
both enjoy the time in the woods. 

While we were away, circumstances 
often made cooking outside necessary. 
Many of the pots and kettles that I use at 

home on the fireplace can also be used outside, but some things 
are more specific to home or outside. A typical kitchen has a 
variety of cookware as can be seen by looking at probate 
inventories. In February 1754, the estate of Elder William Hasey, 
a yeoman of Chelsea, Massachusetts, was probated. His kitchen 
contained the following cookware: a Brass Kettle, a Copper 
Kettle, a Frying Pan, two Trammels, a Gridiron, a Toaster, three 
Brass Skillets, an Iron Kettle and Pot, Andirons, two fire Shovels, 
and two pairs of Tongs (Cummings 154-155). This is a similar 
listing to other people in the same class. A wealthier gentleman, 
Lieut. John Bridge of Roxbury, had a far more extensive list of 
cookware. He had two brass kettles, a brass pan, two skillets, 
one quart pot, one pint pot, a dripping pan, a pasty pan, a colander, 
one iron pot, two iron kettles, a frying pan, chafing dish, gridiron, 
two trammels, tongs, fire shovel, andirons and a spit (Phipps 88). 

While not mentioned in the two inventories above, many 
other listings include copper tea kettles, coffee pots, kettles and 
skillets. Brass and copper are more expensive than cast iron but 

have advantages over 
there even if it is 
pouring. For such little 
birds, they are very 
territorial and often 
chase and squawk at 
each other. 

Breakfast being cooked at Fort Ticonderoga. Three dutch ovens are being used 
on top of braziers. Our hanging griddle is on the ground. 

iron. They are lighter to 
lift and carry and also 
dent rather than crack 
or break when they are 
dropped. In fact, brass 
and copper pots and 
kettles appear in many 
inventories and 
perhaps in a greater 
ratio to those made of 
iron (Phipps 84). 

Even though there 
is so much to do here 
at home, Chris and I 
have been traveling 
quite a bit. I suppose 
that is one reason why 
we are so busy here. 
We were fortunate to 
be able to visit with 
many of our friends 
while we were away. 
We will stay home for 
the next few months, 
so I hope to catch up 
on things around here. 
Our dogs, Nutmeg and 
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Several items 
mentioned perhaps 
need defining. A 
trammel is an 
adjustable hook hung 
from the crane or lug 
pole in a fireplace that 
holds pots and kettles. 
Some are made like a 
ratchet. There is a flat 
bar of iron with saw 



teeth on one side that can be moved up 
and down by catching on a loop on the 
upper section of the trammel. Trammels 
are also made with the upper part 
consisting of a flat piece of iron with a 
seiies of holes punched into its length. The 
lower part of the trammel hooks into the 
holes, adjusting the length. A gridiron is 
used to broil meat or fish. It has parallel 
bars or wires in circular or rectangular 
frames, usually has a handle and often 
feet. They are sometimes cast but can also 
be made from iron stock. "A chafing dish 
is a kind of round iron, made hollow like 

them above the coals, and flat-bottomed 
pots and kettles can be raised on trivets. 
Cooking can be controlled quite well by 
moving the pot closer or fa1ther from the 
coals. Most baking is done in the oven 
that is built into the back or side of the 
fireplace, although some women use a 
dutch oven. This is certainly the most 
economical way if you only have one 
thing to bake. "I was up this Morn before 
the (Lazy) Sun, baked a Large loaf of 
bread in a Duch oven ( our usual mode of 
baking in Summer) which I mixed and sit 
to rising last night) put on the tea kittle-

I will describe the dutch oven for you, 
if by chance you are unfamiliar with it. It 
is a cast iron kettle usually with three short 
legs and a tight-fitting lid that is quite flat 
and has a large ridge around the edge. It 
can be of almost any diameter, although 
12 to 16 inches will be the most practical. 
The kettle is warmed by the fire before 
use. To bake a pie in one, put a low trivet 
or even some pebbles on the bottom and 
place your pie dish upon them. This helps 
to keep the bottom of the pie from 
burning. Then place the lid on the kettle. 
Place the kettle over a bed of hot coals 

Amanda Lipps is cooking forced eggs. The large copper kettle on the left holds hot water. 

a basin, set on feet, either three or four, 
with an handle to move it from place to 
place; its office is to hold hot coals of fire 
in, and to set dish-meats thereupon, to 
keep them warm till the time of serving 
them up to the table, or to heat a cold dish 
of meat, on the table" (Hawke 55). 

At home most cooking is done over 
the fire, on the hearth and in the oven. 
Pots and kettles can be hung from the 
crane or lug pole using hooks and 
trammels to adjust the height over the fire. 

Many pots and skillets have legs to raise 

while I was thus employed our boy Ben 
harnessed the horse, and put him to the 
Chaise-My husband and self stepped in, 
and had a charming ride and returned at 
Seven o'clock and took our breakfast" 
(diary of Mrs. Ann Smith, 1806-1807; 
qtd. in Innes 76). Mrs. Smith used a dutch 
oven in the summer because it kept her 
kitchen cooler than firing the big oven. It 
is also faster, as it takes two hours to heat 
up the brick oven and no time at all to 
heat up a dutch oven, if you already have 
a fire and coals available. 

and shovel more hot coals onto the lid. 
Thus the kettle is heated from both top 
and bottom. It is often necessary to replace 
the coals on the lid with fresh hot ones, 
but the ones on the bottom can usually be 
left. Baking time is close to what it would 
take in the fireplace oven, but it pays to 
check to make sure it is not cooking too 
fast or slow. 

A dutch oven is especially useful 
when you must cook out-of-doors. First 
of all, you have no other oven available 
to you. Second, it is a most versatile kettle 
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and all manner of food can be cooked in 
it, thus saving you from carrying many 
different types of pots. The dutch oven 
usually has a bail handle so that it can be 
hung over the fire for stewing or boiling. 
The almost flat lid can serve as a frying 
pan if you find a way to support it inverted 
over the fire or coals. A trivet works well, 
but stones or even pieces of firewood will 
often serve the purpose. When cooking 
or baking in more than one dutch ovm, 
they can be stacked one on the other so 
that the coals on the top of one heat the 
bottom of the other. We have actu1lly 
stacked three on top of each other, and 
baked some very good pies that wa:·. 

T HERI ARI OTHER ITEMS 'fHAT 
I consider necessities when 
cooking outdoors. One is 1 set of 
irons for hanging pots. This set 

consists of two uprights that are pounded 
into the ground and a cross piece that is 
strong enough to hold a full pot. 
Sometimes this cross piece can be used 
as a spit as well. Trammels and hooks 
adjust the height of pots over the fire, just 
like in the fireplace. It is much harder to 
control the heat of an outdoor fire than 
one in your kitchen. For one thing you 
are subjected to the wind, which can 
actually blow the heat away from the pots. 
It can also whip up a fire, making it hotter 
than you expect. In the house you can set 
a pot aside on the hearth and still keep it 
warm. It is often more difficult to do this 
when outside. Another v2riable is getting 
coals. At home, the woo,J we use is good 
and dry and of the variety that produces 
nice coals. I have often found that wood 
in other places will produce a fine fire, 
but it will bum to ash, leaving no good 
coals for cooking. This can require you 
to be quite flexible in your method of 
cooking. 

The uncertainty of the fire is the 
reason that there is another item that I 
consider indispensable when traveling 
and cooking outdoors: a brazier. A brazier 
is a portable metal container that holds 
coals. It can be used for cooking upon and 
for heating a tent or small room. Some 
braziers are made from sheet metal. They 
are generally square, with a bottom pan, 
legs to keep it off a table, four sides and a 
hinged grate on the top. A handle sticks 
out on one side so that it can be carried. 
Other braziers are cast iron and are round. 
These are often seen as ship's braziers and 
are used for cooking aboard ship. 

Cooking on a brazier is often the 
easiest method available. You can control 
the heat quite well, as the coals are not 
subject to the wind. If you have a table, 
you can put the brazier on top and then 

cook without bending over the fire. (You 
might need to put something under the 
brazier to keep the table from burning. A 
large dutch oven lid works well-one 
more reason to have a dutch oven.) 
Braziers do not produce much smoke, so 
that you are not dealing with smoke in 
your face. They also heat some things 
more quickly, especially if you can put 
the pot or kettle directly on the coals, as 
we can with our water kettle on our cast 
brazier. 

We are often in situations where we 
are outside cooking for twenty to thirty 
( or more) people. While this might sound 
daunting, it really isn't any harder to cook 
for a lot of people than for several. What 
is needed are larger pots, and more of 
them, and a larger quantity of food. For 
cooking breakfast, we have found that 
braziers are the best. The braziers that we 
use are large enough to allow the frying 
pans to sit directly upon the grates. By 
adding coals or charcoal when necessary, 
even heat can be maintained. We 
sometimes carry our own charcoal made 
from hardwood burned at the local 
charcoal oven. That way we are assured 
of having good coals for cooking. Heat 
can be controlled for cooking eggs 
without burning, and toast can be made 
directly upon the grate. For pancakes or 
fried toasts, the even heat is almost 
necessary. If you have not a receipt for 
fried toasts, I enclose one here: 

Take a penny-loaf, cut it into slices a 
quarter of an inch thick round-ways, toast 
them, and then take a pint of cream and 

three eggs, half a pint of sack, some 
nutmeg, and sweetened to your taste. 
Steep the toasts in it for three or four 
hours, then have ready some butter hot 
in a pan, put in toasts and fry them brown, 
. . .  (Hannah Glasse, The Art of Cookery, 
Made Plain and Easy, 1760; qtd. in 
Carson 62) 

If you are in a situation where making 
toast first and then soaking it for hours is 
not practical, try cutting bread and 
soaking it in the egg mixture for a short 
time and then frying it. Chris feels that 
this toast is best cooked slowly on a 
griddle or fry pan using low heat. That 
way the toast is cooked through without 
burning the outside. While it is unusual 
for a man to cook, I must admit that Chris 
cooks breakfast much better than I. I have 
no patience, so I burn bacon because I try 
to cook it too fast, and I do not lavish 
attention on things like fried toast. 
(Martha Ballard's diary [1785-1812] 
"suggests a strong taboo against male 
involvement in [cooking]; if Martha 
Ballard was not at home to get her 
husband's breakfast, some other female 
had to be" [Innes 89].) 

On a recent trip to Fort Niagara, we 
were fortunate to eat breakfast and dinner 
each day with about thirty friends. 
Circumstances were such that I did no 
cooking and very little in helping to 
prepare the food, so I was most fortunate 
to have Amanda, Kate, Carol and Patty 
there, who prepared wonderful meals. The 
dinners were planned well ahead and were 
delicious. The first night Amanda roasted 

Tim Greene cooking breakfast Sunday morning at Old Fort Niagara. He is using frying 
pans on two braziers. 
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beef on a spit over the fire. (We prefer 
roasted meat over the more common 
boiled meat.) Roasting may seem a simple 
affair, but it is often tricky, especially over 
an open fire. For a small cut of meat or 
bird, a "pretty little brisk fire" so that "it 
may be done quick and nice" is desired. 
(Glasse, qtd. in Carson 52). If the fire is 
too hot when cooking a larger piece, the 
"meat is scorched, the outside is hard and 
prevents the heat from penetrating into the 
meat, and will appear enough before it be 
little more than half done" (Carson 52). 
It is considered that three hours is 
sufficient time for roasting twenty pounds 
of beef cut thick. Short of poking the meat 
or slicing into it, one way of testing for 
doneness is "when the Steam from the 
Meat is drawn toward the Fire, 'tis a Sign 
it is near done" (Bradley 33). 

A large quantity of green beans were 
cooked in a pot over a different fire, and 
there were many varieties of bread that 
had been baked at home. There was also 
a fresh salad of spring greens. It was 
dressed simply with vinegar and oil. 
While we are able to pick greens out of 
the garden, I heard of an interesting way 
of having fresh salad aboard ship. Janet 
Schaw, in the chronicle of her journey 
from Edinburgh to the West Indies, 
commented that her brother's servant 
Robert "had placed [ a few turnips] in such 
a manner, as to spring and produce us 
greens and sallad, ... " (Andrews 52). He 
probably cut the tops off of the turnips 
and put them in water so that they 
sprouted leaves. 

When the meat was off the fire, Kate 
used a trivet to support the fry pan and 
cooked some fish. They were delicious 
and not at all greasy. Mrs. Bradley is not 
an advocate of frying. 

It is a coarse and greasy Kind of Cookery, 
in Fashion in the Country, where there 
are great Appetites and strong Stomachs, 
but is at present entirely left off in genteel 
Families, except for nice Things, and in a 
particular Manner; these we shall show 
how to dress in their proper places, but 
we here treat only of plain frying. As 
nothing shall be omitted that can be 
useful to a Servant in any Rank or 
Condition, we here give the Rules for 
doing this. Frying Meat answers the 
Purpose of broiling, but not so well; the 
Heat of the Dish is a great Matter, so 
that there must always be a 
Chafing-dish of Coals ready to set it 
over, that the Meat may be put into it 
hot. Let the Frying-Pan be clean, and 
Fire brisk and Clear, for Smoak will 
get in if there be any. (Bradley 42) 

She does allow that beef steaks could 
be prepared by frying. 

Let the Steaks be cut thinner than for 
broiling, and when a Dish is set over a 
Chafing dish of Coals, shred an Onion 
into it with a very little Water; put a Piece 
of Butter into the Pan, and when it is 
melted put in the Steaks peppered and 
salted; when done a little, turn them, and 
repeat this as Occasion requires. Finally, 
add a very little Flour, and then put them 
into the Dish. Some fry the Onion with 
the Steak, but this makes it stronger. 

(Bradley 42) 

I brought one of the desserts that we 
ate at Niagara, and I have enclosed two 
receipts for this dish. It is called Blanc 
Manger or blancmange. Harriott Pinckney 
Horry's receipt for Blanc Manger: 

Roast beef cooking on a spit. The long-legged trivet is off to the left. 
Braziers and other cookware are to the right. a .. 

Take one ounce of Isinglass, pick it fine, 
put it in a Pint of Milk and let it Simmer 
'till 'tis resolved, sweeten it to your tast 
and you may add half an Ounce of 
almonds blanch' d and finely beaten, 
strain it thro' a cloth; stir it till almost . 
cold then put it into the Moulds. When 
you omit the Almonds put a little orange 
flow'r or rose water. (Horry 74) 

Isinglass is a form of gelatin made 
from the air bladders of sturgeons. It 
comes in semi-transparent sheets and is 
the purest form of gelatin available. 
Calvesfoot jelly or hartshorn shavings can 
also be used. Calves' feet produce a better 
jelly than hartshorn shavings. The receipt 
that I use is a little different than Mrs. 
Horry's. 

Dissolve 2 tablespoons of gelatin in 
1/4 cup of lukewarm water. This will be 
very thick. In a saucepan, combine the 
grated peel of one lemon, 2 cups heavy 
cream and 1 cup white sugar. Heat 
carefully, stirring constantly, until the 
mixture reaches scalding but does not 
boil. Remove from heat and mix with the 
gelatin. Blend well and set aside to cool. 
When room temperature, blend in the 
juice of one lemon and 1/2 cup sherry 
wine. To make a pretty mold, rinse a 4- to 
5-cup mold with cold water. Pour in the
cooled mixture, cover and chill to set. To
unmold, dip the mold into very hot water
and turn onto the serving plate.

It can also be served out of a bowl 
and is best served with berries on top. We 
were fortunate to be able to find ripe 
raspberries to top the bowl of blancmange 
that I brought to Fort Niagara. 

W E GOT UP TO RAIN ON 
Saturday. It was inter
mittent for a wh.ile, 
but several times there 

were downpours. There was no wind, 
which was fortunate. Fort Niagara is 
situated at the mouth of the Niagara River 
and Lake Ontario, and there are often 
wild, windy storms that come up over the 
lake. In spite of the wet, we were able to 
have fried toasts for breakfast because 
they could be cooked on the braziers. The 
toasts were topped with maple syrup that 
was made this spring. Maple syrup is a 
treat, as we have to make most of it into 
sugar so that it will keep. 

The plan for the evening meal was to 
roast chickens on a spit, but because of 
the rain, the chickens went into the pot 
instead. As I mentioned earlier, boiling is 
actually the more common method of 
cooking meat, as it is the simplest. 
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allowed an early crop of hay, and we may 
have three cuttings this year. I must admit 
that the weather cooperated when the hay 
was cut and allowed for it to dry well 
before it was raked. 

I need to get out to the garden and do 
some weeding. Today the weather is nice 
enough to plant some more bean seeds. I 
hope that I have better luck with them 
coming up this time, or we will not have 
many beans dried for the winter. In 
another day or two, I will be able to pick 
the first of the squash, and I will cook it 
for dinner. I should also check to see if 
there are any peas. Up until now we have 
only been able to pick greens for salad. 

A platter of clel1 · 

• 

c1ous-look1ng f orcecl eggs. 

Give the family our best. I hope the 
post rider does not have problems with 
muddy roads or washed out bridges. I 
have heard that there are a lot of bridges 
that were washed away when streams 
flooded. And many roads are in very bad 
shape because of the flooding. There will 
be much work to do to get everything back 
in good shape before winter. "Boiling is the dressing Things by Means 

of Water, as Roasting does it by the naked 
Fire; this is the whole Difference, but in 
general Boiling is the easiest Way, as it 
requires less Nicety and Attendance. To 
keep the Water really boiling all the Time, 
to have the Meat clean, and to know how 
long is required for doing the Joint, or 
other Thing boiled, comprehends almost 
the whole Art and Mystery" (Bradley 37). 

Along with the chicken, we had 
broccoli, squash and onions, and forced 
eggs. To make forced eggs, you first need 
to boil the eggs till hard. Then remove 
the shells and cover the eggs with 
seasoned ground pork. Try to get an even 
coating that is not too thin, as you do not 
want the covering to part and expose the 
egg. The coated eggs are then put into a 
skillet or fry pan and fried until the pork 
is cooked. To accomplish this, Amanda 
set a fry pan on top of a long-legged trivet 
so that the heat was just right to fry but 
not burn. Amanda rolled the eggs around 
continuously to keep them round and 
cooking evenly. Once cooked, they were 
cut in half lengthwise and placed on a 
serving platter. Everyone liked them quite 
well. 

Sunday morning arrived with a clear 
sky. Breakfast of eggs, bacon, sausage and 
muffins was cooked upon two braziers. 
Muffins are easily made. Mrs. Glasse's 
receipt calls for mixing a soft dough of 
flour, salt and thin ale. Set this to rise and 
then break off pieces and shape them into 
small balls or disks. Cover these with a 
cloth and let rise again. To cook, lay 
them on a hot griddle or pan. When one 
side browns, turn them over. Do not 
brown too much or bum them. 

When you eat them, toast them with a fork 
crisp on both sides, then with your hand 
pull them open, and they will be like a 
honeycomb; lay in as much butter as you 
intend to use, then clap them together 
again, and set it by the fire. When you 
think the butter is melted turn them, that 
both sides may be buttered alike, but don't 
touch them with the knife, either to spread 
or cut them open, if you do they will be 
heavy as lead, only when they are quite 
buttered and done, you may cut them cross 
with a knife. (Glasse, qtd. in Carson 86) 

It was a sumptuous meal and much 
appreciated. In mid- afternoon, fires were 
started, and two pork loins were put on 
spits to roast. To complement the pork, 
we had cabbage boiled with apples, along 
with a large kettle of potatoes as well as 
bread and even some rice. There were 
many cakes for dessert. It was another 
wonderful meal enjoyed with good 
friends. 

Before we departed on Monday 
morning, breakfast was once again 
prepared. This time it was eggs, bacon and 
toast. It fortified us for the journey home, 
which sadly meant that we had to leave 
our friends. But our dogs were at home 
waiting for us, as were the gardens and 
general housework. 

With Respect and Warm Regards, 
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and that your crops 
are doing well. The 
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18TH CENTURY MEDICINE 

Tm ARTICLE! MEA T 
to be n brief overview of 18th 
century medicine with some 
particular allention to Colonial 

frontier and military practice. I will begin 
With a consideration of the variety of 
medical practitioners found in America at 
that time. 

Medical practitioners can be arranged 
roughly in the order of their prestige. 
European-trained physicians with medical 
degrees from such universities as 
Edinburgh or Leiden were considered 
the "best." Those who had American 
university medical degrees, which were 
available after the 1760s, were next on the 
list. The preceding two groups with 
university medical degrees represented 
about 5% of the estimated 3,500 
established medical practitioners just prior 
to the American Revolution. Another 5% 
were those with some formal training 
(Wilbur, Revolutionary Medicine I). The 
best of this group would be a graduate of 
an arts college who had "read" medicine 
and acquired some practical experience. 
This latter group included many clerics 
and explains why in many areas the 

Lee Davis started muzz.leloading target 
shooting in 1975 while in the Navy. He 
went on t o  bec ome involved in 
buckskinning and rendezvous. Lee 
current l y  reenacts a 17th century 
apothecary, an 18th century military 
surgeon and a Union assistant surgeon. 

By William Lee Davis, M.D 

minister also dispensed medical care. 
Medical professionals without degrees 
represented the bulk of practitioners, and 
most of these were trained in three to six 
year apprenticeships with other medical 
professionals. The apprentice would read 
available medical texts and learn by 
example and practice. No matter what 
degrees were held, all American medical 
practitioners were expected to do surgery 
and to sell medicine. This was in contrast 
to the English separation of duties between 
physicians, surgeons and apothecaries. 
As early as the 17th century, medical 
practitioners of every level of training 
were referred to as "doctor" in America. 

The next level of medical expertise 
was held by those who were educated 
and in positions of authority such as 
magistrates, planters and community 
leaders. The other limited practitioner I 
will mention is the midwife. These women 
were the sole birth attendants until the 
mid-18th century and ranged from the 
incompetent observers of birth to those 
who were quite skilled in their 
ministrations and would perform other 
medical treatments as their skills and 
necessity dictated. 

D ESPITE THIS ARRAY 
of medical practitioners, 
medical care was over
whelmingly self- or family

administered. Knowledge for this self
medication came from family herbal lore, 
patent medicine, advertising in news-
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papers and self-help medical books from 
the ever-popular English herbals, like 
Culpeper' s Complete Herbal, through the 
simple and very successful Primitive 
Physick written by the Reverend John 
Wesley to the more sophisticated Domestic 
Medicine by Dr. William Buchan, which 
was "shelved next to the Bible in many a 
frontier home" (Lyons 493). 

Even for the highest levels of society, 
the 18th century was a much coarser time 
than the present in the areas of personal 
hygiene, diet, comfortable housing, public 
health and effective medical care. People 
were at great health risk from the time of 
birth to their death at what was often half 
of our present life expectancy. 

Long labors from pelvic malfonnation, 
uterine weakness or bad positioning of the 
baby led to deaths of mothers and babies 
or to birth injuries or weakness of the 
mother that persisted for a lifetime. 
Hemorrhage or infection frequently led to 
,the death of the mother. Labor problems 
were compounded by the belief that hot, 
dark, airless rooms and frequent alcoholic 
punches were helpful for the mother. By 
the mid-18th century the most skilled 
midwives could perform "podalic 
version," which is the internal turning of 
a sideways infant with delivery by the 
feet. Midwives were helpless in handling 
most other labor complications. After the 
revelation of the Chamberlin family's 
secret obstetrical forceps in 1727 and their 
use for the royal family by William Hunter, 
obstetrics gradually became a part of 



Author portraying French and Indian War 
British regimental surgeon. 

medical practice and man-midwives 
became known for providing safer, shorter 
labors in complicated cases (Lyons 481). 

As soon as a child was born its troubles 
increased. Belief at the time was that the 
child would be hungry after labor and 
delivery and should be force fed with 
"pap" which is bread or flour soaked in 
water or milk and occasionally beer. The 
babies were sometimes "fortified" with 
alcoholic drinks, often the same drink that 
the mothers and midwives had used during 
labor. The baby would continue to be fed 
"pap" until weaned on solid food. Breast
feeding was not fashionable, and many of 
the children who were breast-fed were let 
out to wet nurses of questionable health, 
cleanliness and morals. The infant was 
probably much better fed on the 
frontier since the healthy but poor and 
unfashionable women had little choice 
but to breast-feed. 

Indifferent care, infectious diseases, 
accidents and useless medical care led to 
very high infant mortality. In 18th century 
London one-half of all children died before 
age two and two-thirds before age five. 
Statistics for Great Britain in 1784 showed 
that half of all children died before age 
twelve (Williams 49). The later rate is 
probably closer to that of the American 
frontier since it includes rural areas. In 
addition to the diseases that adults were 
prone to, children faced measles, chicken 
pox, diphtheria and whooping cough. 

There was much home dosing of children 
with patent medicines such as Elixir 
Salutis, which was made of senna, jalap, 
anise seed, caraway, juniper berries and 
alcohol, and Godfrey's Cordial, which 
was made primarily of opium (Williams 
51 ). Treatments by medical practitioners 
was by equally useless potions, purging 
and bleeding. Even teething was thought 
to cause serious problems, and children 
were bled with leeches and had their gums 
lanced routinely. Those people who 
reached adulthood did not face any better 
medical prospects. 

M EDICAL PROBLEMS 
ran the gamut f rom 
nutritional defici ncy 
through parasitic and 

infectious diseases, to the multiple injuries 
of an agricultural society. Two common 
deficiency diseases were scurvy and 
rickets, which result from lack of vitamins 
C and D respectively. Even the rich 
suffered from the lack of variety and fresh 
foods during the winter months. Poor 
hygiene based on the old belief that bathing 
was harmful to the health practically 
guaranteed that everyone regardless of 
station had skin infections, lice and scabies. 
Crowding and unsanitary conditions of 
water and sewage bred problems with 
intestinal parasites and infectious diseases 
such as typhus, typhoid fever, dysentery 
(bloody flux), malaria, smallpox and 
tuberculosis. There were also problems 
not specifically related to the environment 
such as venereal disease, arthritis, mental 
illness, fractures and what few cancers or 
degenerative diseases that could be found 
in young people or those who had lived 
long enough to get them. It was the job of 

medical practitioners to treat these 
maladies. 

The treatment for some maladies such 
as a fracture, a laceration or a bad tooth 
were obvious, but for most medical 
disorders, the best course of treatment 
was not readily evident. In order to treat 
this type of problem, one had to have a 
theory about its origin. Fortunately, over 
a thousand years earlier, the Greek 
physician Galen had borrowed the 
philosopher's four elements of earth, air, 
fire and water and transformed them into 
the four bodily humors of blood, phlegm, 
yellow bile and black bile. The imbalance 
of these humors produced disease. Which 
humors were out of balance for which 
diseases were the principles of the 
academic studies in medicine for hundreds 
of years. Treatments for diseases that were 
developed were all ways to shift or 
influence various bodily contents. Some 
of the most common treatments were diet, 
vomiting, purging, sweating, enemas, 
blistering and bleeding. 

The new thrust of scientific inquiry in 
the 17th and 18th centuries demonstrated 
new truths such as the concept of acidity 
and alkalinity in chemistry and the 
movement of muscle with nerve 
stimulation in physiology. While these 
advances had no direct useful effect for 
the patient, they did affect medical 
theories. Binary theories of opposites were 
revived, and the most successful and 
simplest was the Brounian "unity" theory. 
The Scottish physician John Brown felt 
that good health depended upon a proper 
balance of nerve stimulation to muscle 
and blood vessel response. Excessive 
stimulation gave muscle spasm and then 
disease; too little stimulation gave 
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Amputating tools: (A) petit tourniquet, (B) curved amputating knife, (C) bone saw, 
(D) leather retractor, (E) tenaculum (hook), (F) waxed linen ligatures, (G) lint, (H) rolled
bandages, and (I) stump stocking.
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Medical and surgical supplies: (A) bleeding bowl, (B) bleeding lancets, (C) cupping 
scarificators and cup, (D) leech (E) tooth "keys", (F) trephining instruments (for skull 
surgery), (G) bullet forceps and probe, (H) curved needles and waxed linen, (I) blistering 
or cautery iron, and (J) clysters. 

weakness or atony. The state of too much 
stimulation was called "sthenic" and too 
little was called "asthenic." Brown also 
simplified his treatments to match his 
theory using opium for quieting the excited 
state and alcohol for exciting the under
stimulated. Brown really believed in his 
theory; he died as an opium-addicted 
alcoholic. For most practitioners, however, 
new theories made little difference in their 
use of multiple traditional treatment 
modalities. 

difficult. Lacerations were sewn with large 
curved needles and waxed linen thread. A 
painful tooth could be drawn with a tooth 
key. Skull fractures were treated by 
trephining, which is the use of a small 
circular saw called a trephine to remove a 
disc of bone so that blood clots on the 

medical community and not usually used 
as an anesthetic except as administered 
under battle conditions in the military. 
Even then it was probably secretly 
administered by the patient's friends. A 
tourniquet was then applied above the 
area to be amputated. Skin and muscle 
were cut with a quick rotation of the 
curved amputating knife, the bones were 
sawed with the bone saw, and the major 
arteries were tied off. The preceding 
ministrations were carried out to one 
degree or another by all of the American 
practitioners depending on their skill, 
nerve or situation. 

M ILITARY MEDICINE 
in America during the 
18th century was with a 
few exceptions, the same 

as civilian medicine. Dealing with constant 
scarcity of all commodities, large groups 
of crowded men and battle injuries were 
the areas of exception. The military 
encountered a higher proportion of 
diseases due to contagion like typhus and 
smallpox and those caused by poor 
sanitation and malnutrition, like dysentery 
and scurvy. Contemporary references note 
smallpox epidemics at Ft. Loudon, 

Medicines used for affecting the 
body's harmony included opium for pain; 
Peruvian bark or quinine for fevers and 
arthritis; ipecac and paregoric for 
dysentery; tartar emetic to inducing 
vomiting in jaundice and digestive 
complaints; wine and ardent spirits for 
muscle spasms; Epsom salts, Glaubers 
salts, rhubarb, jalap and castor oil as 
purgatives to reduce intestinal irritation; 
mercury applied or ingested causing 
salivation and for venereal disease; 
camphor and rhubarb used to induce 
sweating to lower fevers and help recovery 
from intestinal complaints; and digitalis, 
dandelion and juniper berries as diuretics 
to reduce swelling (dropsy). Combined 
use of the above medicines with blistering 
and bleeding was considered proper. 

Pharmaceutical supplies: (A) apothecary scales and weights, (B) brass mortar and 
pestle, (C) pill tile, spatula and ointment, (D) drugs, and (E) drug formulary books. 

Bleeding was the major physical 
modality of medical treatment in the 18th 
century. The process was dramatic and 
could be done when there was no other 
treatment available. A practitioner could 
treat almost any malady with a bleeding 
bowl and fleam, a lancet and cupping or a 
handy leech. Blistering could be done 
with mustard or Spanish fly plasters or 
blistering irons. Clysters or enemas were 
used when the oral route for medicine was 

brain could be removed or depressed 
pieces of bone lifted. 

Major crush injuries or complicated 
fractures would kill by infection if 
amputation , were not performed. 
Amputation was accomplished without 
anesthesia and the assistance of a couple 
of strong men and some opium for pain 
relief, if it was available. Alcohol was 
generally thought of as a stimulant by the 
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Pennsylvania, Ft. Frederick, Maryland, 
and Ft. Cumberland, Maryland, in 1758. 
Scurvy and "bloody flux," or dysentery, 
was reported in accounts of Ft. Loudon, 
Pennsylvania, Ft. Frederick, Maryland, 
and Ft. Loudon, Virginia, in Winchester 
(Powell, Fort Cumberland 34). On the 
day of the battle at Fort Necessity, I 00 of 
Washing ton's 398 men were reported sick 
with dysentery and malnutrition (Riggs). 



During and after battles there were many 
bullet, some sword and some bayonet 
wounds. The surgeons worked long hours 
amputating, trephining, suturing and 
extracting bullets. This activity was all 
carried out under very primitive conditions 
and with little in the way of supplies or 
assistance. Civilian help was always 
welcome. Hugh Mercer volunteered his 
services to help with the wounded at Ft. 
Cumberland, Maryland, after Braddock's 
defeat in 1755 (English 18). 

Some positive aspects of medicine 
that came out of military practice were the 
recognition of the need for fresh air, less 
crowded conditions, nourishing food and 
warm quarters for optimal care of the 
wounded; widespread inoculation for 
prevention of smallpox epidemics among 
army personnel; and the use of brews like 
spruce beer to prevent scurvy among 
wintering troops. 

Perhaps this presentation will give the 
reader a little better feel for the terrible 
medical problems faced by our ancestors 
and the difficulty of dealing with them in 
the absence of our present knowledge of 
bacteriology, pathology bio- I chemistry and physiology. 
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APPLES AND 

THE AMERICAN 

FRONTIER 
By Loren E. Heinlen 

A FEWDAYSAGOINTHE 
middle of a gentle spring rain, 
I finished setting oul a dozen 
more young apple trees in the 

small yearling orchard that has taken over 
the southeast corner of my property. 
Among those trees were a number of 
varieties whose names for me reverberate 
off of their computer-printed identification 
tags like echoes from this country's earliest 
years. For both in the Colonies and on the 
edge of the American frontier, apples like 
Fameuse, Spitzenburg, Gravenstein and 
the Newton Pippin were an integral part 
of our unfolding culture either as welcome 
grafts from the old country or as the 
fortuitous offspring of an unrestricted 
cross-pollination. 

As a matter of record, the new world 
had its own abundance of fruit, but nothing, 
including the native crab apples, could 
compare in practical application with the 
domestic apple varieties already known 
to the transplanted Europeans. As a result 
the old apples, whose roots extended deep 
into antiquity, began theirown emigration 
to the new world by popular demand. 

It is an irony of the Colonial and 
frontier periods that the apple was 
principally used to provide the settlers 
with beverages to be consumed as an 
alternative to water. While, of course, 
taste played some part in this demand, the 
largest motivation was a concern for good 
health and the prevention of disease. 

Although Loren Heinlen has been admiring 
and shooting muzzleloading rifles since 
the early 70s, his interest turned to passion 
in the early 80s when he began to hunt 
whitetails with smokepoles. When he 
discovered black powder shotguns, things 
definitely got out of hand. 

The logic behind this concern was 
based upon the poor public sanitation 
experienced in Europe and a related 
centuries-old decline in water quality 
around populated areas. Water was viewed 
with a suspicion born of common 
observation, if not then a scientific 
understanding. In many Old World 
communities, the alternative to drinking 
water fouled by city sewage had become 
wine and beer. In England, hard cider or 
more correctly apple wine was preferred. 
The irony, of course, was that there was 
little need to fear this continent's water, 
for at that time its quality was unsurpassed 
by perhaps any in the world. 

Depending on their individual cultural 
heritage, each settlement in America 
leaned toward some popular fermented 
drink. Unfortunately the native grapes did 
not provide a drink on par with European 
grape wine, and European grape vines 
were subject, when planted in the 
American soil, to root destruction by a 
native louse. Beer was favored by settlers 
from northern Europe, but in general cider 
became king. Apple trees were readily 
adaptable to the climate and the quality of 
the fruit was not particularly critical to 
making a serviceable cider. 

In the Colonies and on the frontier, 
apple quality was both a philosophical 
and a practical issue. While apples may 
readily be grown from seed and at a very 
reasonable cost, specific varieties cannot 
be perpetuated except by grafting. That is, 
a branch or "scion" is taken from a tree 
with exceptional fruit and inserted into a 
cut made in the prepared base of a young 
tree with a hardy root system called the 
"stock." 

Because apple trees raised from seed 
will carry the genetic information of both 
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parent trees, it is not entirely possible to 
predict which genes will dominate and 
thus what kind of tree will result. Planting 
grafted stock then becomes an efficient 
way of controlling orchard production 
and quality. 

The ad hoc products of free pollination 
may on the one hand be very desirable and 
our earliest popu tar varieties have resulted 
from grafts taken from the odd exceptional 
seedling tree. On the other hand, much of 
the fruit from seeded trees is mediocre at 
best. For cider making the earliest settlers, 
living on an extremely tentative budget, 
would often opt for an orchard based upon 
seeded trees alone, hoping for one or two 
"good ones" for eating or cooking. Those 
desiring a specific variety of apple for 
home use or even to market would obtain 
the more expensive grafted stock for their 
orchard. 

In my own area, many of the old 
orchards found at the sites of abandoned 
homesteads are of the seeded variety. One 
overgrown orchard in particular comes to 
mind. For of all the trees in that orchard, 
there is only a single tree that seems to 
periodically throw out blemish-free and 
succulent fruit. Coincidentally, the apples 
on this tree ripen the first week of the deer 
season each year, and I often stop by there 



in the course of still-hunting for whitetails 
to fill my pockets or even a gunny sack 
with fruit. It is my intention to take a few 
scions from this tree and top dress one of 
my young orchard trees with this variety 
to perpetuate it further. 

F OR A NUMBER OF OUR 
earliest orchardists, the idea 
of grafting apple trees was 
simply beyond consideration 

as it opposed not just their economic 
philosophy but also their religious beliefs. 
Among these men and women, one young 
radical frontiersman was John Chapman, 
more commonly known as Johnny 
Appleseed. 

Cleft Graft 

John Chapman was born two years 
before the American Declaration of 
Independence in the town of Leominster, 
Massachusetts. He was in every sense, 
word and deed a native American. He is 
now the source of many frontier legends, 
particularly in Ohio and Indiana, and his 
eccentric life on the edge of the frontier 
was in little need of embellishment. A 
follower of the Swedish mystic, Emanuel 
Swedenborg, Chapman was the 
personification of frontier frugality. As 
such, and while he was by no means 
poverty stricken, he did not surround 
himself with any comforts. Instead he 
lived in discarded clothing, seldom wore 
shoes (even in winter) and spent what 
money he possessed on more land to plant 
his extensive seedling orchards from 
which he distributed, at a small fee, apple 
trees to frontier settlers. 

It is clear from the records that 
Chapman did not believe in grafting. He 
viewed the practice as a mutilation of one 
of God's gifts. Instead, he acted upon his 
faith that good fruit would always be the 
reward for following the Swedenborg view 
of man's role in the scheme of things. It is 
also clear from the records that in spite of 
legends to the contrary, Chapman was not 
the first orchardist on the frontier nor even 
the first apple man in my native Indiana. 
His grave in Fort Wayne commemorates 

the dedication and sacrifice of one who 
thought to bring a new order to the 
"wilderness," but his was not a singular 
effort in this. 

Actually, there is evidence that the 
first trees on American soil appeared from 
Europe in Massachusetts in the early 
1600s, perhaps at the hand of a clergyman 
by the name of William Blaxton. Other 
records indicate that about the same time 
the French also were bringing in seeds 
and grafts to Quebec, as were other 
Europeans all up and down the seaboard. 
The advantages of these actions were 
almost immediate, as Colonists harvested 
the fruits within a few seasons of planting 
and processed cider, distilled brandy and 
inoculated cider with yeast to form vinegar, 
the latter being indispensable for cooking 
and pickling. 

Large orchards and nurseries were 
established in short order. Notable were 
those of John Bartram in Philadelphia and 
Robert Prince on Long Island, established 
in 1730. The varieties these businesses 
were to offer the public as apples and 
grafted apple trees numbered into the 
hundreds. 

While the frontier changed hands as a 
French, English and then finally an 
American holding, apples followed the 
westward expansion. In some cases apples 

actually preceded the takeover as the 
Native Americans were quick to recognize 
the benefits of adopting the domestic apple 
and planted their own orchards well west 
of the frontier borders. Early forays into 
these lands by long hunters sometimes 
uncovered apple orchards far from the 
cider barrels of the eastern settlements 
and of considerable age. 

With the push of the frontier beyond 
the Mississippi, frontier orchardists like 
Henderson Lewelling braved the Great 
Plains and the Rocky Mountains to finally 
reach the Williamette Valley of Oregon 
with enough living plants to begin a 
successful West Coast fruit and tree 
business. In time others followed his 
example and the continent was bridged 
with fruit. w HILE TODAY'S 

supermarkets display 
only a limited number of 
varieties, most notably the 

easy to keep but often flavorless Red
Delicious, the old orchards were a plethora 
of variety. Having spent my high school 
years working in a large orchard among 
a number of the antique varieties, I can 
testify to the amazing diversity of flavor, 
texture, appearance and storage 
capabilities that apples exhibit. For our 

DIDEROT'S CIDER PRESS 
u 
.E .. 
C 
0 

1 
:;; 
:, 
0.. 

MUZZLELOADER 42 MAY/JUNE 1994 



forbearers on this continent, this diversity 
inspired a competitiveness to develop 
highly marketable apples that met the 
varied demands of the nation. 

In this competition some familiar 
names come to the forefront. Thomas 
Jefferson is reported to have greatly 
admired and grown at Monticello the 
Spitzenburg apple, which had its origins 
in Ulster County, New York. He is also 
reported to have tended grafts of the 
Newton Pippin whose first appearance 
was made in the early 1700s in what is 
now Queens in New York. 

A greenish-skinned apple with an 
exceptional flavor and long keeping 
ability, the Pippin was the first apple to be 
exported back to "jolly old England." 
Benjamin Franklin distributed some of 
the first samples himself in 17 59 during a 
visit to court on behalf of American 
political interests. While the Pippin was a 
sensation on his visit, the American cause 
met with a cooler response from King 
George the Third. 

Sadly for the British, the Pippin grew 
well only in the Hudson River Valley and 
efforts to grow it in England met with 
some reportedly inferior fruit. When the 
Americans reacted to the continued 
English lack of consideration with a 
revolution, the best of the Pippins stayed 
on this shore. One can only speculate 
whether it was our military superiority 
that prevailed upon the British to finally 
surrender the Colonies or whether an 
extended separation from Pippins of 
excellent quality on the home front put the 
English over the edge. 

A continued interest in historical 
accuracy during reenactments and in 
rendezvous should lead us to an intensified 
concern for paralleling, on those occasions, 
the early American diet. Apples were a 
decided dimension in those formative 
years, certainly as much a part of the 
settlement and frontier table fare as were 
the rapidly adapted products of Indian 
horticulture including corn, beans and 
squash. Continued access to the antique 
varieties of apples will serve us in the 
effort to study and even attempt to 
duplicate the experiences of those times. 

Fortunately for that necessary access, 
it is possible to grow these apples today. 
In spite of the concerns of purists like 
Johnny Appleseed, grafting has preserved 
for us an amazing tradition of variety. 

Because of a few dedicated 
orchardists, we may still savor the original 
European imports such as the Russian 
Duchess of Oldenburg, the French 
Summer Rambo, the German Gravenstein, 
Sops of Wine (traceable to medieval 
England), and the diminutive Lady, whose 

lineage extends to classic Rome. 
In spite of rises and falls in popularity 

(and the impact of modern marketing, 
which extols the virtues of some less
than-interesting fruit at the expense of 
apples far superior in every aspect other 
than a financial return on investment), 
American originals are still available for 
the home orchardists and frontier history 
enthusiasts today. These American apples 
include the Black Gilliflower, which first 
appeared in 18th century Connecticut; 
Grime's Golden, which is from Brooks 
County, Virginia, and was recorded as a 
popular seller in New Orleans as early as 
1804; the Roxbury Russet (America's 
oldest apple, first cultivated in Roxbury, 
Massachusetts and then transported to 
Connecticut in 1649); and the Winesap, 
revered in the settlements for its cider. 
Setting out even a modest orchard of 
antique apples opens up one's eyes to 
what has been lost over the generations as 
our American heritage, rich in horticultural 
traditions, becomes re-routed into the 
monocultures of agribiz and urban 
consumption. 

For those who would use these old 
apples for the table, the surviving recipes 
for preserves, butters, sauces, pies, cakes, 
puddings, fritters, stuffings and salads, 
not to mention the bracing brandies, 
punches and toddies bring to mind a 
moment in this country's past when there 
was an unbroken link between the fruit of 
a family's labor and the quality of their 
lives. Even a cup of the apple's simple 
juice, taken as a crisp and effervescent 
cider, embodies that heritage and, like the 
names tagged to my orchard trees, serves 
to refresh the spirit where contemporary 
offerings do not always Isati fy. 
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ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN 

An Educational Rendezvous, 
Great Fun far the Entire Famil III I 
Special Classes & Events far Evergane I 

Pre-registration is REQUIRED far 
traders and cannons Ill 
All others register at the 1ate. 

lnformfltion & Pre-registrntion: 

Waiyne & Sherri Harleg McCraclken 
Me�eres 

( 719) 336-3647 ( 303) 340-3066
COLORADO STATE MUZZLE 

LOADING ASSOCIATION. INC. 
PO Box 1831 Loveland CO 80539-1831 

Lost Arts Festival 
Living History Rendezvous 

May 21 & 22, 1994 
Pre-1840 Rules Apply 

Wood, water & privies furnished 
Shoots, knife & hawk, bow, etc. 

For More Information: 
7 Eagles Hist. Educ. Center 

16486 Wapakoneta Rd. 
Grand Rapids, OH 43522 

(419) 832-0114

19th Prairie Villa Rendezvous 

-

In Historic Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin 
June 16, 17, 18, 19, 1994 

One of the largest trade 
rendezvous in the Midwest 

-
For Rendezvous infonnation: 

Big River Long Rifles, Inc. 
P.O. Box 184 

• . ,---,---_-:z:.--

Prairie du Chien, WI 53821 
Kim/Deb Pickett 608-476-2156 
For Tourist Infonnation Only: 
PDC Chamber: 608-326-8555 

12TH ANNUAL GUNMAKER'S FAIR* 1994 
July 30th and 31st at Dixon's Muzzleloading Shop 

• 
Bring your muzzleloader, any type, and accouterments, horns, bags, etc. that you have built 
for judge's written critique and awards. Continuous seminars both days, also dozens of 
craftsmen teaching history and building skills. 

Set-up date July 29th for craftsmen, open to the public July 30th and 31st, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Write for brochure giving lodging and camping details. 

RR 1, Box 175 • Kempton, Pennsylvania 19529 • 610-756-6271 
Free entry and admission 
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TIDINGS FROM THE 18TH ( 

Pur ev FOR WINTER 
By Beth Gllgun 

DEAREST FRIENDS, 
The harvest season is upon u . and we 
have been very busy gening ready for 
winter. In your latest letter. you said that
you had been having 100 much'rain and 
that many of the creeks were overflowing 
their banks. I wish that there were some 
way you could send some of that water to 
us. for our growing season has been
exceedingly dry and many crops have been 
the worse for it. Our friend Eric had his
well go dryfor atime. Fortunately it wasn't
for very long. Today it is cloudy and looks
like we will get some rain. but we have 
been fooled by the clouds before. 

When not busy with the harvest,
Christopher has been building a tine new 
"...,wler for our friend Bert. I think the stock

an especially nice color and figure to 
... .: wood. The gun should be ready soon. 
and Bert will be happy as he has waited for a long time for it to 
be finished. I think Chris is going to fire the gun tomorrow to 
make sure everything i a� it should be. 

I ha\·e been pulling rood by and sewing nnd ha\'e had time fClr 
little else. Everyone in town is just as busy. so no one has seen 
much of each other. We will all be looking forward to Mu:ter Day 
so that \\.·e have a break and can catch up on the news. I am in 
desperate need of some new clothing. but all my sewing time has 
had to be devoted to working for other people. If I can !ind two 
days· time. I should be ahle Lo gel done what I need. faybe in 
another few weeks. 

We were glad to hear from you and find that the raiding 
partie:i I hod e>1pressed con�·em about in m� ltl"t kner h:in: nnt 
been in your area. Word ha come from ,\;umber .i that Lieutenant 
Parker and Mrs. A ahel Stehbins have been captured hy the 
Fri.>nch and hrough1 lo �lontre;1I. Mr. Stebbin v.as killed ut 1hl' 
same time. The Frenl·h are a�"ing a large ran,Lli11 t't r:.. Ir. Parl-l'f°, 
return. This is the second time: this has happened tn him r ..\.ugu•-t 
27. 1758). Thi must be a terrible time ofworr\' for hi� !!Oodv. ife
Ruth and all of the children. We are �ot ve�· worried here in
Warwick, because the raiding parties have usually kept to the
Connecticut Rh·er Valley. and we are quite up the mountain from
there.

E,·en with the lack of rain, the crops ha\'e been enough. The 
c.om has been especially good this year. We have been eating 
·ome of the sweet corn fresh-often roasting the ear:- in their

1.1sks on the heanh-allhough most will be dried for use until the
next harvest. Several varieties of com are grown. some suitable
for the animals and others used as vegetables or for milting into
meal. It is said in the Colony of Rhode Island that the bel>t com
for milling is a white-cap flint. It is not suitable for eating fresh.
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and the cattle do not seem to like it, but it 
grinds to meal very well. One of its best 
prop¢rties is that it does not shrink as it 
dries like den.t com does. All types of com 
must be dried for winter storage. The ears 
are picked when they have started to dry 
on the si�k's. =:nit tto�Rs are drawn ·'back 
from the ears 10 help keep them from 
gelling moldy. The ears can be hung from 
beams in the barn, garret or lo� or spread 
out on the floor, although they, dry-'better 
when hung because there is better air 
circulation. When the kernels are dry. 
they can be removed from the cobs. This 
is accomplished by dra...,ing the ea.i:s over 
a sharp edge with something set on the 
floor underneath to catch them. Even the 
long handle of a spider (frying pan on 
legs) can be used for this purpose. Peter 
Kalm in his travel journal of I 749 writes 

of another way to dry com used by a �trs. Vise-her, with whom he 
stayed. This method is for drying sweet com which will be used 
for a winter vegetable. not for grinding into meal: 

They ,ake the com b£'fore it is ripe. boil it i11 a liule 11·ater. a/loll'
it to dry in the sw1 and presen·e it for f11111re use. Com prepared
this way is then boiled with meal. etc. when it, as well as the soup 
in wl,ich it is boiled. is good to eat. n,e younger rite com is when
picked. rite better it is, prodded. however. that it is not too young.
Wh,,11 the com is prepared this 1n1y it is not necessary to remoi•e
the hull as this is 1101 yet hard. H hen it is boiled. it is do11e i11 the
fol/011·in,� manner: The whole cob is placed in the saucepan and 
1rht•11 it is ready. tht• kemels are rf.•mm•edfmm it. (615) 

The dry kernel. are kept in ba.,ket. or clt,1h bags in a dry room. 
Om:� the kernels of hard rorn are drv the, are brink and crack 

\\ h�·n pnundcd. Dried c0m i, u,uJl!y· gro�nd into meal by the 
miller·� grind,tones or pounded rnto meal v.-ith a mortar and 
pe tie designed for the purpo:-e. \\ hi�h i_ called a samp mortar. 
Samp mortars are normally a log or ·tump about a yard high that 
h.15 had the lop hollowed out. The pestle is a branch. thicker at the 
working end which pounds the com. The pestle can be attached 
10 u spring) piece of wolxl a11a-:hed abow the samp or to a green 
. apling. The spring help� to raise the pestle while you pull it down 
to pound the com, thus lessening the labor involved. 

l ha\'e read that corn can be beaten into meal without drying
it lirst. In the last century. Roger William wrole of parboiling the 
com for half a day, then pounding it in a mortar until it dried as 
it was beaten to a coarsely ground meal. It would seem that this 
type of meal wou Id not be suitable for keeping. but I do not know 
as I have not tried it..meal boiled with water. Several years ago 
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.neal is a staple of our 
,or pudding as well as in 

of bread. The most simple 
, meal boiled with"' ater. Several 

.,,o(l 729) when William B)Td wrote 
disrory of the Di1·iding Line, he 

. .:ommended that Indian meal be boiled 
""ith portable soup. 
Portable soup is a jelly 
m,1de from ,·eal bones 
that can be cut into 
pie.:es and \\ rapped 
in bits of cloth for 
carrying. He says. ··1t 
was more heartening 
if you thicken every 
Mess with half a Spoon 
ofRockahominy which 
is nothing but Indian 
Com parched without 
burning and reduced to 
powder" (Phipps 121 ). A 
sweeter pudding is often 
baked rather than boiled. Scald
a quart of milk. Stir in seven 
tablespoonfuls of com meal, a teaspoonful 
of salt, a tea cupful of molasses, and a 
spoonful of ginger or cinnamon. Bake 
three to four hours (Child 61 ). The simplest 
of breads is the ash cake. Take I cup meal, 
1/2 teaspoon salt and 1-1/4 cups boiling 
water. Mix the ingredients thoroughly in 
a bowl and let stand a few minutes to 
thicken. Mold the batter into cakes with 
your hands. The cakes can be cooked 
directly on the floor of the fireplace that 
has been swept clean and then covered 
with ashes to cook. A cleaner way is to put 
them onto a board. The board is propped 
in front of the fire while the cakes bake. Of 
course the cakes can also be cooked on a 
griddle or spider if you have one. One of 
the names for these cakes is the jonnycake. 
This name supposedly comes from the 
popularity of carrying them or making 
them on a journey. (Making them as 
needed certainly makes more sense as 
the) do not require utensils for cooking. I 
Journey-cake became corrupted as 
jonnycake. perhaps becau�e of the slang 
that names e, er: .:omml1n man ··John.·· 
Another name is hoe cake. which may 
come from cooking these cakes for a 
noonday meal while working in the fields 
using the hoe for a griddle or because the 
cakes when cooked directly on the
fireplace floor need to be ··hoed"' out of 
the ashes. No matter what the name, they 
are delicious and simple to make. 

Indian meal is used in loafbreads. too. 
It is used along with rye flour to make 
wheat flour go further. The three flours 
are mixed in thirds. When there is no 
wheat flour, a heavy bread is made of just 
Indian meal and rye flour. I try to make 

sure that the meal and !lour I use are well
sifted but not everyone is as careful. One 
of the gentlemen in �crfield wrote that 
he had been served a loaf of rye and Indian 
that had been "sifted through a ladder 
1,vith every other rung out"' I Benes 53 ). 

111 freezinf in the v. inter. This i� important 
as freezing temperatures will ruin the food 
stored in your barrels in this manner. One 
year I had half of my winter-keeping 
squash ruined because the cellar door was 
open for a time-I do not remember why
and the ,yua,h was 100 near the door and 

A NOTH ER MAJOR froze. I.ala�.didnot discoverthe )iluation 
winter-keeping crop is  until the squash had spoiled. 
apples. One of the first Man� of our apples are dried in the 
things to be planted when fall. and we also dry the ones we find in 

establishing a new household are young the barrel, that arc st3rting Lu ,r�1il. if 11,e 
apple trees. There are many varieties. cannl1t u,c> them right a\\ a�. To dry apples 
some suited better for .:ooking and others the: ;;re ..:u1 a..:ro�s the fruit into rings. 
for cider. Our former house in Woburn Remove the core and run a string through 
had a fine tree of Baldwins that made a the flesh. making sure that the fruit is not 
most excellent pie. We keep some apples touching. Hang like a festoon from the 
in the cellar. Only perfect fruit should be beams. close to the ceiling in the kitchen 
put into storage this way, as bruises and along with the herbs. When they are dry, 
nicks will c�����.f.�it�(Q,§P.9iJ g�kl)': ; .. ,the slices-wiltbel�thery. ,l\ppJe;,p_ic.,is,a/,
and affect the rest of what has been stored. common dish. Dr. Israel Acrehus, a 
To store this way. put down a layer of Swedish visitor to our shores ...,.-rites that, 
straw, dry leaves or the like in the bottom "Apple pie is used through the whole year 
of your barrel. The,n carefully put in a and when.fresh apples are,no loo.ger to be 
layer of apples. It is best to have the fruit " had, dried ones are used. It is the evening 
not touch ,each ·other. Then l)Ut-'. down meal of children. House pie, in country 
anotherlayer ofstrawand anotherlayer of places. is made of apples neither peeled 
apples, etc. Appl� or-anything else stored . nor freed from their cores, and its crust is 
in this mannerneedto}>echeckedregularly · not broken if a wagon-w�I goes over it" 
for spoilage as "one bad apple spoils the (Phipps 114 ). (Acrelius was in the colonies 
barrel!" Our cellar is ofDelaware. New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
cool all year 'round. � from 1749 to 1756). l certainly hope that 
but does not get --:. ' my pies are better thought of than that! A 

A 
decent pie can be made from slices of

, · dried apple5 if a little bit of waler is poured
� over the slices and allowed to sit fora time 

before they are put into the crust with 
sweetening and spices. 

· While ,�e have fresh apples I often
make apple dumplings. 

[T]ake an apple and pa re it. make a dough
of 1m1er,J1011ra11d huller. Ro{! it thin and
enclose apple in it. This is then bound in a
clean linen cloth, put in a pot 011 boiled.
When done it is taken 0111. placed on table
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and san·d. While it is 1rnr111. the cruJt i.1 
cut on one side. Thereupon . . .  mix bufler 
and sugar. v.-li ich i:; added to rfie ap11les: 
tht'n th,• Jish i:; ready. ( Kalm 1 7  3-1 )

, d 1 ,h  can :i.lsn he ca l led aprle pudding.  A M OST l 1'TERESTl�G 
use o f  apples is  found in  a 
periodical that has found its 
way to town. It is publi shed 

b::, a \ I r. Bt:nj:.1 1n i n  Frunk l in .  The \ larch 
J 7-4 I t'J i r  inn c11nt .1 i n ,  ;i rece ipt for ... -\ new
sort of  \lol :.1s,e, made of apples. th-: 
Accoun t  communicated to the Royal 
Socie1y. by Paul  Dudley. Esq . .  of 'ew 
E n g l a n d .  and  pu b l i shed i n  t h e  
Ph i losophical Transactions. Numb. 374.'' 
h goes as follows: 

The A1,ple thal produces the Mola.Hes 
is a Summer S1i-eeting of a middling Si�e. 
pleasant to tht• Taste and Full ofjuice, so 
1h01 7 Bushels will make a Barrel of Cyder . .
The Manner of Making it is thus; you must 
grind and press the Apples. and then take 
the Juicl! and boil it in a Copper rill three 
Quarters of it is wasted. which will be
done in about 6 hours gentle Boiling and 
by that time comes to be of the S11·eet11ess 
and Consistency of Molasses. 

Some of our People sccmz the Cyder as 
iioils. others do 1101. and yet there seems 

,e 110 great Di,ff"erence i11 rhe Goodness. 
This 11eH" Molasses answ ers all the 

Ends of that made of tlze sweet Cane 
imported from bt'_\'Ond S,!a. It sen-cs nor
only/or Food anti Bre1,·i11 I!. httt iJ in .�rt•ar 
use alw i11 prt st1n i11g of Cyder; two Quarts 
of ii flllf into a Barrel of rack 'd Cydt!r ll"ill
both presen·e it and give it a re0· agreeable 
color. 

The Appil'-Mnlasses w as discm·ered 
a fe11· Yt!ars 1i11n·. hy a C<"11tle111a11 of my 
Acquaintance. at Woodstock. in th is 
pro\'int·e. a ro11·11 remc>l<•from the St'CI and 
11·/rerl! rlw ll "t • o . /111/ia Mnlassi•s i� dl•or 
and scune:  izl' i 1 111 t• 1 1 1 1m1 1 /_1 con/i· 1 1 ,• 1 the 
Disnn l:'rr 11·1isr111relr accrd,·11rol. hur tTer
si11,·c he ha, .r111>11licd hi, Famifr II ith 
:\ f; JltJ \ , : , nu:  r ; ( h t ,· (J J :  h t 1 rd. l in e .' h ! ,
;\/ei. izhh"n u i ," 1 1 t 1 1 1· do 1/;, li/.:.e 1 , ,  lh< " ir 
grear t1,fi -u111u 11 ,·. 

011r Co1 1 1 1 1 1-:- Funner,  r1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ,clr 111io11 
planting Orchards 1i·ith 1hese Sort oj 
S11 ·ee1i11gs. for fa1111i11g their Swine. and
assure me ir 11 1 < 1 .l,· 1 1he b,·s1 Son of Pork. 
And I knnw tire Crder made of them to he 
beTter than that of otha Fruit, for Taste, 
Colour. and Kcer1i11 e,. (Zicus 4 1 ) 

This molasses is not as sweet as that 
brought i n  from the West Indies but i s  
qu ite su i table for a n y  rece ipt .  When 
making a smal ler  quanlil) such as a gallon. 

the t ime required for boi l ing .,., i l l  be ,honer 
than the six hours recommended above. 
Somt>where around three hours wil l  often 
be sufficient As it. boils be carefu l to 
watch that it doesn't bum. ft thickens as it  
cools. and i f  you boil i t  down too much it  
wi l l  t urn i nlo jt'l ly o,emight .  I f  you do 
boi l  it down o,·ennuch, rub the jelly 
through a sieve and add a smal l amount of 
cider. Thi. apple mola�ses i l l  suflice in  
any rece i pt ca l l ing for West  I nd ia  
rnola�<.e,. and i f  )' OU ha�e a . ufficienr::, of  
apph:s. i t  .,., i l l  t,e  rno5t economkal .  

Apples are. of rnurse. also prcser" ed 
as cider and old cider is used to make 
vinegar. The best cider is made from a 
mi�ture of apples. Sometimes when cider 
spoils it becomes vinegar on its own. but 

it is mo<;t rel i able 10 keep a ,  inegar barrel 
:,: ,1 i 11 �  at a l l  t i me,. \ I r, . Ch i ld .  in her book 
fl,r hou�d,eep ing .  rern rnmends that :, ou 
�t.lrt ,1 i th  a barrel L1r ha lf-barre l of rea l !:, 
strong , i negar . .  .\s :, ou use it. fi l l  the 
barrel with old cider. sour beer or wine
settlings. You must take care not to add 
the�e too often or in too brge a quantit;, . 
because if the vinegar gets too weak, it is 
quite diffo:u l t  to restore (Chi ld 1 5- 1 6).

V i n e g a r  i s  necessary 10 p ick le  
, ege1abk-. and meat. . I h.i\'e a n ice receipt 
for pick.led crabapples. Run a needle 
through each apple Lo prevent i t  bursting. 
For 5 pounds of fruit .  combine 8 cups of 
sugar with 6 cups of v inegar and 6 cups of 

" atcr. Brea!.. cinnamon ,ticks into I - inch  
pieces and add s ix  or  seven of  them. If you 
have it. add I /4-cup each of whole clo-.•es 
and whole allspice. Bring the liquid. sugar 
and spices 10 a boil in a large kettle and 
add one la�er of crabapples. Cook very 
gent!) unt i l  tender but not soft. Repeat 
until all of the crabapples are cooked. 
Remove the pol from heat and put all the 
apples back in to the syrup and let stand 
overnight or for as long as 24 hours in a 
cool place. Pack these into a stoneware 
pol and make sure that the liquid covers 
the fru it  by a good inch or two. Tie a piece 
of parchment or brandy paper o\·er the top 
and store in the cellar. (For the modem 
kitchen, pack the appJes into hot sterile 
jars, reheat the syrup 10 boiling and pour 

over the apples. lea,·ing 1 /2-inch head 
<:pact' in the jars . Seal and process in a 
boi l ing ,1 ater bath. I I  !here is not enough 
S} rup  to fi l l  the jars u,e boil ing water to
fill a fter d iYid ing the syrup e,·enly. )0 THER CROPS ARE 

q u i te i mportant for our  
winter diet. too. Pumpkin s  
and winter-keeping squash 

of several sorts are grown.  When they are 
ripe. we pick them and lay them in the sun 
to harden the skins and make sure no 
wetness is  upon them. Many can be kept 
whole. ''They keep fresh for several 
months and even throughout the winter, if 
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1hey be well secured in dry cellars (for in 
damp on�'- they rot very !loon) where the 
cold cannot enter. or. which is still b.:ner, 
in dry rooms which are heated now and 
then 10 prevenl the cold from damaging
the fruil .. !Kain, 5liJ. iho,e not kept
whole are "cut in slices. drawn upon a 
thread. and dried. They keep alt the year 
long. and are then boiled or stewed" 
(Kalm 182). 

Pumpkin:; and squash are prepared in the fire lo" lO kup the fot from getting. to0a variety of ways. A fa\'orite of ours is to hot. Stir often �o thai the bits of ti,,ue 
cutthem inhulfandtake1he eed�out.Put don"t stick to the kettle. As it rendt'r,. the the halves together again and roast in the lard should get 10 a temperature somewhat oven. When done. put butter into the above that of boiling water. Once all the middle and let it seep into the pulp. This fat is rendered, set the kettle to cool a bit makes a quite tasty dish. They can, of so all the extra bits settle to the bottom. course. be boiled in water and then eaten- Dip the clear fat from the kettle and put it 

beans have been a most satisfying crop. 
Their red flowers are pretty to look at and 
have been attracting the hummingbirds 
and bees all summer. And now we are 
getting a good harvest of beans. I will 
certainly pul some of the beans by for 
seeds 10 tx> grO\�n next summer. 

I hope this letter finds you drier than 
you have been. Travel must have been 
very difficult with all the swollen streams 
and the mud, although your letter arrived 
in good lime. We hope that your hal"\est 
has not been affected too mu.:h or you will 
have a lean winter. Give the famil) our 
best and keep writing. as we so look 
forward to hearing from you. 

With Respect and wann Regards, 
Your friend, 

a way trul_t.is ,AU_ite,com.mon._ Purn_,pk:jn..,. g;_, , · 1!,Jt• 'ld-'u .... b L�- 1 Th bot •i no-a.sea ea, .... •orvaue. -, e -tom.,,,,�:·· 
squash that has been boiled and theif· · can be strained th�ugh a doth and packed · 
mashed can be mixed with com meal and 

Beth Gilgun 

in the same way. Lard requires no other then fried or cooked as an ash cake. I find care than .to be kept in a cool. dry place. these quite.good., and even better if there Lard 
·· 

I · 
is some sweet fo pufiri the calc:e. .· makes-especial Y.mce pastry. 

Well, I am almost as weary from My husband's favorite way to cat writing about all the work as from doing pumpkin or squash is in a pudding. This it. This is ceriainly a sea on where every can be baked in a crust or 3 baking pan. hour is tilled with a chore. I must go and 
Pare the vegetable and remove the seeds. gather some more of my scarlet beans and stew it and strain it through a sieve or shell them. They will then be set LO dry in colander. Youwillwant about halfaquart. the sun. I will use them. along with •ome Stir in about the same amount of milk of 1he pork that ha-' been sailed. for baked or cream and 2 eggs. Sweeten to your beans throughout the winter. The ·carlet t aste with molasses or sugar-about a 
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Folklifc. Bcmon: Boston Univcrsiiy. 1984. 

Chikl. LJdia Marie. 1'1tA-nitm Fn,gaf Hausni'ift. 1833. 
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Hcmberf. Ruth. Bcauitt v,.ughan. and Janet Greene. 
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teacurful. You will want some salt and 
two large spoonfuls of sifted cinnamon; 
one of ginger. I also like a grating of 
nutmeg. This should bake for around an 
hour. more or less according 10 youroven. 
When done a knife will come clean when 
put into the center. This can be made from 
dried pumpkins as they are boiled the 

G£ORG£ SGHREH.R.· 
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same as fresh. 
We store turnips. onions and potatoes 

as well. We generally prefer turnips to 
polatoe!i because they have a better flavor. 
But as Mr. Kalm says. "Potatoes are 
planted by almost ever:, one. Some people 
prefer ashe$ to sand for keeping them in 
during"" inter( 336l. Turnip, and potaloes 
art' kt'pt in the cellar. much the same "ay 
a, the apples. We roast someofthe potatoes 
in the fire. and both potatoes and turnips 
are boiled and mashed "ith milk or'water. 
They are ser.ed with a meat dish oras the 
main supper dish. 

i'\ot all of the food we put by in the 
autumn months is from the harvest. Buner 
to be stored is made and put into a clean. 
scalded firkin. lt is covered with strong 
brine and a cloth is fixed over the top. This 
is also the time to make and store lard. I 
wrote that we had gouen a pig from our 
friend Tom. All the fat from the pig is 
made into lard. The fat is cut in pieces and 
put into a large kettle. You want to keep 

G11•nulrr; •f 
H.,.-.u,·ER. a,: 

•:!ii 
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TIDINGS FROM THE 18TH ( 

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE 
By Beth Gilgun 

D EARIST FRIENDS, birds this year, so Kate, the younger dog, 
Your latest letter was most has not had as much training as Chris 
welcome. I am glad that your would have liked. We are all hoping for a 

winter has been mild and open. We are better hatch this coming spring. 
having similar weather. At 'the beginning It has been a year since our nephew 
of December we had a terrible snowstorm. and niece married last November and 
The snow began falling on Friday the 6th December. Their anniversaries have 
and was heavy and wet. It looked quite gotten me to thinking about the subject of 
beautiful because all of the trees were courtship and marriage here in the 
covered. By Saturday morning the snow Colonies. Marriage is a much more 
had stopped, and we had about thirteen universal state here than in England. 
inches on the ground. It was still cloudy Colonel William Byrd wrote of the 
with no wind, so the snow stayed on the advantages of his colony of Virginia. 
trees. "Matrimony 'thrives so excellently' that 

By Saturday evening it was snowing 'an Old Maid or an Old Bachelor are as 
again and was once again wet and heavy scarce amoung us and reckoned as 
with no wind. By Sunday morning there ominous as a Blazing Star"' (Spruill 137). 
was a total of about 24 inches on the In England as many as 27 percent of the 

•nd and the wet heavy snow had adult population remains unmarried. Here 
.1ed many trees and tree limbs. It was in the New England colonies, bachelors 

so bad in places that it almost looked like A dd. . and spinsters are quite uncommon; 94 
a tornado had been through. Pine trees we rng procession. percent of the women and 98 percent of 
were uprooted and blocked roads. The small birches had their the men are married (Fischer 77 ). This is most likely because 
tips bent to the ground and many are still like that. It was most the numbers of men and women here are roughly equal, which 
fortunate that few of the trees or limbs damaged houses or barns. is not true in Europe. Many writers have commented upon this. 
Fortunately the sun came out on Sunday. An emigrant to South Carolina wrote to his brother in 

In the weeks since then there have been so many gray days Switzerland: 
and fluvial amounts of rain, that I have been forced to think of 
something positive while wishing for the sun. The gray days We have provided well for our single women, who consisted of 
and rain have kept the 13 persons. They have all been 
temperatures quite warm so the famurab/e married. In the old 
house has been much warmer When Two fond Hearts country they would not have
than normal this winter. Even had s11ch good fortune ... poor 
the upstairs chambers where Jn Love Unite, females who are of scanty 
there are no fires are bearable to mea11s should come to America 
work in. However the ground is The Yoke_ is Easy, 1f they are virtuous and sensible. 
not frozen enough for the men They ll'ill gel along nicely 
to use sledges to bring in the the Burden Light inasmuch as all can make their 
firewood. and the mud has fortune, for here men do not
caused some p roblems for L,;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.-------------------� care for money as they do in
travelers. Usually winter is a time of easy travel over nicely frozen 
roads or packed snow. 

We have already had a large gathering at our house this 
winter. It was quite festive and we had much good food and 
company. I am now looking forward to the next gathering in 
several weeks. Even though there has been very little snow. 

er is still a time when there is little to do for chores so that 
.y people have time to visit. Chris has been able to get out 

and hunt some partridge in the last couple of weeks. He and 
Nutmeg were successful on several days so we had partridge for 
supper. Most of the covers where they used to hunt have had no 
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Switzerland. (Spruill 137) 

George Alsop encouraged women to come to Maryland:

The women that go Ol'er i11to this Prorince as Servants, have the 
best luck here as in any place of the ll'or/d besides; for they are 
110 sooner on shoar, but they are courted into a Copulative 
Mmrimony, which some of them (for aught I know) had they not 
come to such a Market with their Virginity, might have kept it by 
them until/ it had been mouldy. (Hall 358) 
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..:resswell wrote in his 
,he Colonies are "a paradise 

.or v.·omen. That great curiosity, 
J Maid is seldom seen in this 

.,try. They generally marry before they c: 
.e twenty-two. often before they are 

Jsixteen'' (271-272). In fact in New 
England the average age of marriage was 

!c:20 to 22 for women and 24 to 26 for men. �
In the Chesapeake region. the average age 
for men was nearly the same, but the 
average age for women was below twenty 
(Fischer 75, 284; Ulrich 6l. Also women 
were almost universally married in the 
Chesapeake region, but in the last 50 years 
of the 17th century, at least one quarter 
of the men died as bachelors (Fischer 
286). 

B EFORE MARRIAGE THE 
couple goes through a period 
of courtship. One writer has 
proposed that "Marriage then. 

or at least proper marriage, result[s] not 
from falling in love, but from a decision 
to enter a married state. followed by the 
choice of a suitable person·· (Morgan 59). 
The "suitable person" is often picked by 
the other individual, but each needs the 
approval of the other's parents. A young 
man will often ask permission of the 
young lady's parents before he starts 
courtship. Custom requires that the 
parents of the young man as well as those 
of the young lady agree to a marriage. 

South Carolinian Henry Laurens 
wrote a letter reproaching a middle-aged, 
fortune-hunting Frenchman who had paid 
unauthorized attention to Laurens' 
daughter. The Frenchman pleaded that 
Laurens remember his own courtship, 
whereupon Laurens replied, "When I paid 

my addresses to [my wife]. I was in the 
vigour of youth and there was little 
disparity between our ages. That lady [his 
wife] was also under guardianship, and 
al tho' my life and conversation, my 
connections and prospects were 
intimately known to her guardians. to her 
father and brothers, I scorned to attempt 
an attachment to her affections, 'till I had 
obtained the consent and approbation of 
the other parties so nearly interested. I 
should have deemed a contrary conduct a 
species of dishonourable fraud" (letter 
probably written in the late 1770s: Spruill 
143-144).

George Washington wrote to Nelly
Custis some questions that she should ask 
herself about potential suitors: 

ls he a man of good character; a man of 
sense? . . .  what has been his }rn/k of life? 
ls he a gambler, a spendthnft, or 
drunkard? ls his fortune sufficient to 
maintain me in the manner l have been 
accustomed to live, and my sisters live, 
and is he one to whom myfriends can have 

no reason[ablej objection? (Spruill 154) 

I do not want to imply that marriage 
is merely a contract between two "suitable 
persons" who do not love each other. In 
fact it has been written that love forms 
the chief duty of marriage and that 
courtship provides a period of trial 
"necessary in which to bring the affections 
into the proper direction" (Morgan 22). 
Benjamjn Franklin complained about the 
lack of love in some marriages. "What 
abominable prostitution of persons and 
minds are daily to be seen in many of our 
marriages! How I ittle a share has real 
friendship and esteem in most of them! 
How many play the harlot for a good 
settlement. under the legal title of a wife! 
and ho\, many the stallion, to repair a 
broken fortune, or to gain one!" He 
continues on to warn that "mercenary 
views in one or both of the parties'' leads 
to "unhappy matches" (Talbot 4-5). 
Howe\·er while "there is plenty of 
evidence from northern New England to 
suggest that sexual attraction played a 
central role in courtship, ... there was no 
inherent conflict between that motive and 
the need to find a hardworking and 
productiYe spouse capable of bearing his 
or her full share of the work of a farm or 
busines,·· (Ulrich 146). 

Large gatherings of the community 
proYide opportunity for seeing other 
young people and for couning. Frolics are 
held often after other communal work 
such as house raisings. huskings and 
quilting. Abner Sanger of Keene, New 
Hampshire, reported on November 28, 
1782. "There was a frolic at Major 
\Villard's. Esther Scovill at it" (Stabler). 
Young people also get together for sleigh 
rides and shooting matches. Young people 
might also meet during daily work. Abner 
Sanger often writes in his diary of 
encounters with young women during his 
daily routine. On January 21, 1779, he 
wrote. ··I stop at Washburn's to get cloth 
for a pocket. Her girls want me to go up 
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chamber." On February 23, 1779. he 
wrote, "I go to Washburn's to grind my 
axe but don·t. I spend until ten o'clock 
with Washburn's girls" (Stabler ). 

Men did not always go home at night. 
v England part of courtship might 

ii,� .Je bundling. Bundling is a fonn of 
courtship that started as a European 
custom. The courting couple are put in 
bed, supposedly fully clothed, with a 
bundling board in the middle. It is said to 
allow the young couple a degree of 
privacy where they can find out if they 
Jove each other, while still remain under 
the supervision of her parents [they are in 
her parents house]. After all, a man who 
dallied with a woman under the covers in 
her own house rather than clandestinely 
in the haymow or barn or woods.knew 
that he could be held accountable for his 
behavior and what might result. 

A BNER SANGER RUERS TO 
a practice be calls 'staying 
with'' quite commonly. He 
distinguishes "staying with · 

from another practice called "'buggery.'' 
'·Staying with" at least in Abner Sanger's 
circle of acquaintances did not result in 
pregnancy. Ebenezer Bragg " 'stayed 
with' Nab. Abner 
'stayed with' Rachel 
an...l Poll. Joseph Reed 

confess publicly to the sin of fornication. 
Though public confession might deter 
some couples, pregnancy helped others 
get their own way. In 1792 the town clerk 
of Hallowell, Maine. entered 21 intentions 
of marriage into the t0\\n book. One was 
between John Chamberlain and Mary 
Brown. The certificate was ''barred by a 
written objection filed by his Father." 
That was in May. However in December 
he added, ''Certificate issued by consent 
of the Father who filed the objections 
aforesaid" (qtd. in Ulrich 139). 

Martha Ballard. a midwife in 
Hallowell, entered into her diary on 
December 16, "John Chamberlain was 
marid the IO instant. removed his wife to 
Sidney the 11th; Shee was delivered of a 
daughter the 12th and it Expired before 
night" (Ulrich 139). (Ballard's dates do 
not agree with the town clerk's records. 
He said the certificate was issued 
December 12 and the couple was married 
on December 16. It is likely that they were 
married after the birth rather than before. 
Ulrich note 3, page 389.) It is impossible 
to say whether Mary was pregnant in May 
or whether the baby was premature, but 
this pregnancy enabled a couple to marry 
who had been barred by family objections. 

:,.-11\• • 

(hopefully before the woman became 
pregnant!), the couple goes through a 
period of betrothal or espousal. This 
period varies in time but is often six 
months. In New England betrothal is also 
considered a legal contract. Marriage here 
is not considered to be a religious 
ceremony but rather a secular rite. Before 
1692 marriages in Massachusetts could 
only be performed by a magistrate. Now 
either a magistrate or clergyman may 
officiate. but the ceremony rarely takes 
place in a church (Fischer 81, 282). 

After the period of betrothal, the 
couple must post banns. This seems to be 
universal throughout the Colonies. Peter 
Kalm writes that in Pennsylvania, "All 
persons who intend to be married must . 
.. have their banns published three times 
from the pulpit in the same way as in 
Sweden .... " (Kalm 223). Banns are said 
to be cried out during meeting. "There was 
cryed in order for maridge asa wells and 
bets Smith who both live here in this 
town" (Dickenson Sept. 1787). The notice 
could alternately be published by posting 
for "the space of fourteen days in some 
publick place'' (qtd. in Ulrich 139). This 
posting was often on a board outside the 
meeting house. 

:Cate Nance and Sue proved !.. . 

Just and true, :adock Dodge 
"s,"yed with' Grate 
Willard and 
Hephzibah Crossfield 
... Nab Washburn was 
not pregnant at 
marriage, nor as far as 

... . ,:;/fho' bunc![ing dld practise; .. . .. 
But Ruth begull'd a.nd proved with chlld, 

Who bundllng dld dJsplse. (Ulrich 123} 

There was a block 
or board about a 
foot square, its four 
edges surrounded 
by a moulding, and 
was nailed to the 
building near the 
left-hand side of the 

we know were any of the other girls 
Sanger or his friends 'stayed with' " 
(Ulrich and Stabler 28). Becoming 
pregnant or not may have much more to 
do with the couple involved than to do 
with bundling itself. 

This is not to say that premarital 
pregnancy is unknown. In fact it has 
increased every decade of the 18th 
century to peak in the early l 770s. ln 
many New England towns 30 to 40 
percent of brides are pregnant when they 
get married. In Keene, New Hampshire. 
31 couples got married between 1774 and 
1782. Of those couples, fourteen of them 
had a child less than nine months into the 
marriage. The average time between 
marriage and birth was five months. One 
woman gave birth on her wedding day 
( Ulrich and Stabler 25). 

· lowever the prevalence of premarital
. ,ancy does not make it less a sin, at
least here in Massachusetts. Before a child
born less than seven months after a
marriage can be baptized, the couple must

Premarital pregnancy was by far 
statistically just that-premarital. Of the 
40 births in Martha Ballard's diary that 
were conceived out of wedlock. only nine 
were born illegitimate. Granted, some 
couples married days or hours before the 
birth. but nonetheless they were married. 
In the cases of illegitimate births, the 
midwife v.as required to ask the mother
during labor-who \\ as the father. Even 
in the 18th century. an unmarried mother 
was entitled to child support or at least a 
cash payment. [By 18-+0 in New England 
premarital pregnancy had dropped to as 
low as five percent in some towns (Larkin 
199). It can be theorized that the demise 
of early pregnancy can be linked to the 
male-female ratio. During most of the 
17th and 18th centuries, women were 
outnumbered by men. By the early 19th 
century, women outnumbered men and it 
was necessary for women to establish 
"value" as a potential wife (Rothman 
"Intimate Acquaintance" J 84 J.] 

Once courtship has been completed 

south door, and was 
used for posting every sort of notice. In
those days notices of marriages were 
required to be published to the world 
three weeks before the marriage 
ceremony could take place. It might be 
"cried off" as the expression 1-ras, by the 
town clerk three Sundays in open meeting, 
or have the notice posted on the bulletin 
board. (Thompson 540) 

A nC\\ law was passed in 
Massachusetts in June of 1786 called "An 
act for the Orderly Solemnization 
of Marriages." This law regulated 
magistrates and ministers so that they 
could onl. perfonn marriages when either 
the bride, groom or both resided in that 
town. The couple also had to present a 
certificate signed by the town clerk 
certifying that their intention to marry had 
been published in an appropriate manner. 
The town clerks kept lists of marriage 
intentions, certificates and completed 
marriages (Ulrich 139). 

Virginia has laws barring ministers or 
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others from marrying couples v-·ithout 
proper publication of banns or a license. 
One of these laws extends to ministers 
who go outside of the colony to Maryland 
to marry couples eloping there in order to 
marry contrary to the laws or Virginia. It 
subjects the minister to the same penalties 
as if the offense was committed in that 
colony. Licenses are also granted in 
Pennsylvania as an alternative to the 
publication of banns. Peter Kalm writes: 

The license is directed only to prarestant 
clergymen, because the Catholic priests 
have no right to marry anyone here. The 
Quakers have a special permission for 
their marriages. According to English law 
a man must be twenty-one and a girl 
eighteen before they can marry; 
but then they can do so 
whenever they ·wish without 
a sking their parent ·s 
permission. Before this time, 
however, they have to get 
consent from their parents or 
guardians. (223) 

I T IS COMMON FOR THE 
parents to be consulted 
even after the couple 
comes of age. Some fat.hers 

leave wills depriving children of 
inheritance should they marry 
against their parent"s wishes. 
"Andrew Percival of South 
Carolina left a sum of £3.000 to 
his daughter Mary to be paid 
when she was twenty-one or 
married with the consent of his 
wife, but providing that in case 
of her marrying without such 
consent her portion was to be 
divided between the wife and 
other children" (Spruill 145). It 
goes without saying that 
children who expected to inherit 
little would feel less bound by 
parental disapproval. 

It is not until the period of betrothal 
that a girl starts to gather the household 
goods that she will take to her new home. 
These goods become part of her marriage 
portion. (The word dowry was not used 
in this context until the middle of the 19th 
century. Rather, dower rights were the 
widow's rights to one-third of the real 
property owned by her husband.) In New 
England it is custom that the girl's family 
supply as many of the household goods 
as possible, while the man provide the 
house and land. The relative wealth of 
each family makes a difference of course. 
When great wealth is involved, contracts 
are sometimes executed in court regarding 
the property each person will bring to the 

marriage. Even without a legal contract. 
exact arrangements are made, as these 
letters between Thomas Walker and 
Colonel Bernard Moore of Virginia 
demonstrate: 

Dear Sir: 
My son, Mr. John Walker, having 

informed me of his intention to pay his 
addresses to your daughter Elb1heth. if 
he should I be) agreeable to yourself. lady 
and daughter, it may not he amiss to 
inform _mu what I feel myself able to 
afford for their support, in case of an 
union. My affairs are in an uncertain 
state, but I will promise one thousand 
pounds, to be paid in 1766. and the further 
sum of two thousand pounds I promise to 

gii·e him: bur the uncerrainty of my 
prese/Jl affairs prevents my fixing on a 
time of pa_Yment. The abm·e sums are all 
lo be in money or lands and other ejfecrs. 
at the option of my son, John Walker. 

The answer was as fol lows: 

Dear Sir: 
Your son. Mr. John �Valker, applied 

to me for leave to make his addresses to 
my daughter. Eli::,abeth. I gave him leave, 
a11d told him at the same time that my 
affairs 1rere in such a state it \\'CIS not in 
my power to pay him all the money this 
year that I intended to gii·e my daughter, 
prm·ided he succeeded: bur I 1-1-·ould give 
him jil'e hundred pounds more as soon 

ajier os I could raise or �er the money, 
which sums you may depend I will most 
punctuallv pay to him. ( qtd. in Spruill 146) 

Fathers keep accounts of the value of 
household goods given to their daughters 
so that they can be tallied against the 
amounts received by the sons and future 
inheritance. The goods usually include 
beds and bed linens. pillo,\ s and bolsters, 
cooking pots. plates and eating utensils, 
chairs and tables. and almost always a 
looking glass. The girl's clothing is not 
counted as part of her portion. 

Financial contracts become more 
important when the marriage is a second 
one for either party and if the inheritance 
of children of the first marriage is a 

consideration. Ebenezer Barnard 
made a list of --what Household 
Goods or utensils Mrs. Mary 
Arms Bro"t with her when she 
came to me." The list looks very 
much like the list of household 
goods she would have brought 
into her first marriage (Sheldon 
67). 

Some widows were left with 
debts from their husbands for 
which they were responsible. 
Upon remarriage these debts 
would be the responsibility of the 
new husband. so an interesting 
custom has dewloped. 

When a man dies. and lem·es his 
wido\\' in great pol'erty, or so that 
she cannot pay all the debts with 
wha I Ii ttle she has left, and 
nofll"ithstanding all that. there is 
a person who is ll'i/ling lo marry 
her. she must be married in no 
other habit than her nightgown. 
By that means she lem·es lo the 
creditors of her deceased husband 
her clothes and e1 erything which 
thn-find in the house. But she is 

1101 obliged 10 pay them a11y1hing more, 
because she has left them all she had, even 
her clothes. keeping 011!y a nightgown to 
co1·er her. 11-/1ich the lm1 s ().f /he country 
cannot re/i1se her. As soon as she is 
married. and no longer belongs to the 
deceased h1Hband, she purs on the clothes 
which the second husband has gil'en her 
... I partirnlarly remember the following 
account: a 11·0111a11 lfflll. H"ith no other 
dress than her nightgo1r11. ollt of the house 
of her deceased husband to that of her 
bridegroom. who met her half way with 
fine new clo1hes, and said. before all who 
were present, thal he lent them to his 
bride, and put them on her a·ith his own 
hands. It seems he said that he lent the 
clothes, for if he had said he gave them, 
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the creditors of the first husband might 
have come and claimed them. prerending 
that she was looked upon as the relict 
[widow J of her first husband until she was 
·· - -�ied to the seco1Id. (Kalm 225)

M OST COUPLES HAVE 
new clothing for their 
wedding. It is not clothing 
that will be worn only on 

that day. but clothing that will be used 
for "best" in the years following. Samuel 
Lane. of Stratham. New Hampshire, 
included the cost of the wedding gowns 
in the accounts of the marriage portions 
for his four daughters. Mary. who was 
married December 8, 1762, had a gown 
of Che nee (a type of wool) that cost sixty 
pounds. She was later given a stuff gown 
to make the cost equal to the silk gowns 
of her sisters (Nylander, "Provisions" 21 ). 
"We dding clothes of the eighteenth 
century were not always white. Though 
silver and white were thought seemly, and 
were a popular combination, white 
weddings were not yet an established 
tradition" (Tozer and Levitt 47). There are 
five known 18th century wedding dresses 
at the Gallery of English Costume in 
Manchester. England; two are blue and 
white, two are pink and one is yellow 
brocade. 

After the period of betrothal and the 
publishing of the banns. the couple has 
their wedding ceremony. Invitations are 
usually by word of mouth. rather than in 
formal. written form. This can cause some 
misunderstandings. On February 18. 
1767. the Reverand John Ballantine 
wrote: 

Was at Jonathan Fmders, married his 
daughter Basmath ro John Armstrong of 
Bennington. Supt there, talked to some 
_voung men who gathered together &
raised a dead creature on a pole and 
m a de a fire under it to show their 
resentment that they were not invited
the_y dispersed. (Christman) 

Then on October 17, 1769, he wrote: 

Married my daughter to Capt. John 
Ashley. Mr. Gay made ye last prayer in 
ye Meetillg house. I gave a general 
invitation, some stayed away because they 
thought some had a more particular 
invitation. some stayed away because they 
thought there would be too many for 
comfort. (Christman) 

fn any case, the wedding itself is often 
a very small affair with just the immediate 
family. It is the festivities following that 

are attended by others ... They were 
married in the drawing-room of the 
bride's house. at half past eight in the 
evening, by Dr. Channing. The moment 
the ceremony was over, crowds of 
company began to arrive; .. . The 
transition from the solemnity of Dr. 
Channing's service to the noisy gayities 
of a rout was not at all to my taste" 
(Martineau 64---05 J. 

Ceremonies in Virginia are conducted 
by a minister according to the laws of the 
Anglican Church and the Book of 
Common Prayer. The book Pamela gives 
a glimpse of this service when the title 
character manies her master: 

"My dear master came to me, at entering 
the chapel, and took my hand, and led me 
up to the alter ... I never was so absent in 
my life, as at first; even till Mr. Williams 
had gone on in the service, so far as to the 
awful words about requiring us, as we 
should answer at the dreadful day of 
judgment; [she is referring to the passage 
about knowing any impediments to the 
maniage) ... Then followed the sweet 
words, Wilt thou have this woman to.thy 
wedded wife? &c ... answered to every 
article of obey, serve, love and honour. 
Mr. Peters gave me away; and I said, 
after Mr. \.Villiams, .. . the words of 

MUZZLE LOADER 33 MARCH/APRIL 1997 



betrothment: and the ceremony of the ring 
passing next, ... With this ring I thee wed, 
&c. (Richardson 363-364) 

There is often another ceremony that 
follows. This is the ancient pagan practice 
of the bride and groom jumping over a 
broomstick, a ritual long practiced 
throughout Britain and other parts of 
Europe. While a second ceremony for 
whites, it is the only type of marriage 
allowed black sla es (Fischer 282). 

The Society of Friends has marriage 
customs peculiar to themselves. The 
couple cannot marry without the approval 
of both sets of parents. The Quakers are 
forbidden to marry first cousins-a 
practice also banned in New England but 
quite common in Virginia. The couple. 
after consulting their parents. jointly 
announce their intention to the women's 
and the men's meetings. A committee 
from the men's meeting and one from the 
women's meeting meets to "see that the 
relations of those who proceeded to 
marriage were satisfied, that the parties 
were clear from all others: and that 
widows had made provision for their fo�t 
husband's children. before they married 
again. and what else was needful to be 
inquired into" (Spruill note 8-t 158l. If 
there are no objections. the couple can 
then announce when they will marry. 
They marry at Meeting. No magistrate or 
minister presides, but at least twelve 
Friends need to be present as witnesses. 

The Society of Friends requires at 
least twelve people to witness the 
ceremony. Most other wedding 
ceremonies are not attended by large 
numbers, nor are there always attendants 
to the bride and groom. (Actually. the idea 
of a wedding party of bridesmaids and 
groomsmen started in the J 9th century. 

Bridesmaid� were upposed to be younger 
than the bride-remember the wedding 
of Charles and Di where the bridesmaids 
were children? Etiquette books abounded 
by the 1840s and gave advice on wedding 
panies as well as dress and food.) 

W HERE MARRIAGE IS 
secular, there is no 
restriction on days of  the 
year marriage can take 

place. However in the Anglican Calender, 
there are prohibitions on marriage during 
Lent. Advent and the three weeks before 
the Feast of St. John fftscher). ln a farm
based economy, the fa, orite times for 
weddings are November and late 
December when the crops are in and there 
is still a quantity of food. They are hardly 
ever held on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Weddings can be held at any time of day. 
Pamela and her master were married in 
the morning after breakfast (Richardson 
362-363). According to Doddridge
weddings in the backcountry took place
at noon (Spruill 111 ). Ceremonies are
often held in late afternoon or evening.
as evidenced by the three wedding·

alluded to pre,·iously. 
After the ceremony there are often 

festivities. "It is Customary and 
Commendable to begin with a marriage 
feast"' (Morgan 33). When Reverend John 
Ballantine's daughter was married in 
October of 1769. parishionc:-rs brought 
food and drink to his house the day before. 
Ballantine noted in his journal: 

Mrs. Parks J Gallon Rum, Capt. Moseley 
2 qts Rum, Deacon Shepard a Breast of 
.Munon, Mr. Bi/dad Fmder, a Loin of 
Munon. Mrs. Clap 1 qt Rum. Thomas Root 
2 qts Brandy, Mr. Matthe Noble Flour & 
suet, Ensign Ingersol 2 qts Rum, Mrs. 
Margaret Ashley a Loyn of M1111011. Mr. 
John Kellogg Cranberries, Mr. Seth 
Sacker Cranberries. Mr. David Mosely a 
Pigg, 3 Fowls & suet. Mr. Nathaniel 
Weller, piece of veal and suet, Ensign 
Weller apples, flour & suet, Mr. Ford 
cabbage & potatoes, Mr. Stephen Noble 
2 Fo1ds & Par, Deacon Roar 2 qrs 
Brandy. (Christman 16 Oct. 1769) 

Often after feasting the assembled 
company dances. Doddridge says that in 
the backcountry dancing starts after the 
dinner and lasts until morning (Spruill 
l 11 ). In Greenfield. Massachusetts. Elihu
Ashley spent three days dancing after one
wedding. '"After they were joined. we
went to Dancing: there was a Number
invited out of y' Town to y' Wedding."
The next day he "'Got to y' Grooms House
about two, where we dressed ourselves.
then walked to Capt Dwight· s & Dined.
after which v.-as over returned back to y'
Grooms & went to Dancing. We had no
Fiddle but a fine Singer: danced some
time." The revelries continued the third
day. '"Dined. after which returned & went
to Dancing. Had a large collection yr ye 
second day. About 5 Pliny & Chariss. Poy
[Mary Cook Williams. Ashley's fiancee)
& I took a walk. returned about sunset &
again to Dancing. Danced till nine" (all
in Sheldon 690: 27-29 Sept. 177-4).
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Cake has been a component of the 
wedding feast at least since the 17th 
century. In Puritan New England, "when 
economy led the General Court of 
Massachusetts to forbid the sale of cakes 

·-uns in the markets, an exception was 
of wedding cakes" (Morgan 33-34).

Wedding cakes are either a fruited cake 
or a rich pound cake. In 1821 the Carter 
family prepared fourteen loaves of cake 
and spent an entire day stoning the 
currants "that people might not break out 
their teeth eating wedding cake." Mrs. 
Parsons was quite frustrated and 
concluded "we would petition the people 
ofZante to send more currants and fewer 
stones, for in time we feared all their 
island might be transported here in casks 
of currants" (Nylander, Fireside 260). 
When Elizabeth Porter Phelps went to her 
cousin Polly's wedding in 1808, they had 
cake and wine after the three o'clock 
ceremony and a cold supper after the bride 
and groom left (Nylander, Fireside 258). 

A couple is not considered fully 
married until the relationship has been 
consummated. Some hours after Pamela 
and her master were married in a religious 
ceremony, he said, "She is very right, Mrs 
Jewkes, ... for we are but yet half 
married" (R'ichardson 368). This may be 
the reason behind so many customs of 
putting the bride and groom to bed. In the 

1untry of the Chesapeake, friends 
1,,. _..; bride slip her away from the frolic 
and bring her up to bed. Young men then 
bring up the groom and he joins her in 
bed. The young people then often amuse 
themselves with "throwing the stocking." 
A stocking is rolled into a ball. The young 
women take turns standing at the foot of 
the bed with their backs toward it and toss 
the stocking over their shoulders. The first 
to touch the bride's head is said to be the 
next married. This game may b e  
continued by the young men, throwing the 
stocking at the groom's head of course. 
The assembled company may stay in the 
chamber drinking and singing for a while 
(Spruill 111-112). 

Once married, the couple might 
receive visits from family and friends over 
the next few days. When there are friends 
and relatives who live far apart, the couple 
might take several weeks to go visiting, 
staying several days at each home. It is 
said that the couple "goes to 
housekeeping" when they move to their 
own home. This is not always as soon 
after the marriage as you might think. 
�-- '· Parsons and Charles Phelps manied 

N Year's Day in I 800. Afterward 
Saran stayed at her uncle's house in 
Newburyport for three months while 
Charles returned to Hadley to stay at his 

mother's. April 1st, they went to Boston 
together and stayed with two of her 
cousins unti l  June when they both 
returned to Hadley. Charles stayed there 
for two weeks and then returned to 
Boston. Sarah stayed in Hadley all 
summer. but Charles did not return until 
August. The couple stayed there until 
returning to Boston on August 25. They 
took rooms and "went to housekeeping 
the first day of September" (Nylander, 
Fireside 61). 

Martha Ballard's daughter spent the 
six weeks after her marriage Ii ving at 
Martha's house. Her husband was there 
some nights and not others. In her diary 
Martha continues to refer to Hannah as 
one of "the girls" until she went to 
housekeeping. After that, Hannah 
becomes "Daughter Pollard." Henry 
Sewall married Tabitha on February 9, 
1786, at her parent's in Georgetown. He 
spent a few weeks there and then returned 
to his home in Hallowell. Tabitha didn't 
arrive in Hallowell until July 7 (Ulrich 
141). 

May God prolong the lives and happiness 
of the new made pare. May she fill the 
place of a mother and a mistress to the 
acceptance of .the great Parent of the 
universe. May the children committed to  
her parential care. be obedient and ready 
to receive her good coL1ncil at all times, 
and may the God of peace delight to dwell 
with them, Amen. 

Martha Ballard, Augusta, Maine 
November 13, 1799 

(qtd. in Sprigg 21) 

Some of what I have written may 
seem strange to you. but I hope that you 
found all of it interesting. Once again I 
have rambled on for quite some length, 
and I must apologize. I've been at this so 
long that the sun has broken through the 
clouds. What a wonderful sight it is! The 
wind is staning to the rattle the windows, 
which makes Nutmeg very nervous. She 
follows me whereYer I go and lies on my 
feet. 

I hope the Post rider gets this to you 
in good time and that it finds all of you 
well. By the time you receive this, much 
of the winter will be over and we will be 
looking forward to spring. What a happy 
thought. I have many new bulbs planted 
and should have some bright red tulips 
sometime in May. As always, we send the 
children our love. 

With respect and Warm Regards, 
Your Friend, M Beth Gilgun 
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